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1 IE following tale, written for the par- 
li. alar gratification of a young family, 
k whose pursuits the Author feels a 
V ong friendly interest, will, it is hoped, 
Ki'ord a few hours' innocent amusement 
i. many other juvenile circles, besides 
U;it to which it is now affectionately 
- esented. 
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THE 
COTTAGE IN THE CHALKPIT. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE GARDINER FAMILY* 



Residing in one of the largest and bcst-con- 
. ditioned houses in Broad-street, and enjoying 
every comfort and advantage that opulence 
could afford, the young family of Mr. Gar- 
diner passed the years of their infancy and 
childhood. Mr. Gardiner was a partner in 
one of the first mercantile houses in the city: 
his character for prohity and honour in his 
« commercial transactions, was not more esta- 
: Uished than were his manners for those of a 
j^Unentleman in private society; and, as a do« 
ttic man, the welfare of his children wa& 
first wish of his heart, lie \i^ ^vec 

"a: 



tiiem a mot)ier tu whom he could 
and coniidcntly entrust (lie guard! 
their opealng dispoi^itions, and hcfe 
to the resolt. 

Mr. Gardiner's fuuiily consisted 
ehildren, two boys and two girls, 
period when our liistory opens, Cha 
«ldest, had just attained her thirteen 
in person she was tall and well-mad 
dark complexion and languid black e 
disposition was kind and affectionate 
tviral readiness of acquirement qg§Kk 
times, so indolent were lier habits, , 
would be entirely eclipsed fiom the 
common observer, John was the 
blunt, good-humoured fellow; alive 
sort of frolic so natural to his iig 
little a friend to learning as it was p^ 
be. Yet, when driven to his books, 
qpt deficient in understanding; nnd- 
\ie did not promise, from liis want 
duit^, to become a scholar, there yt 
reason to hope his actpiinementa 
such as not to disgrace iVe ve^V'*'^ 
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In complexion he was the reverse of his eldest 
sister, and his golden hair curled becomingly 
twer hia head. The little fair, sylph-hfce 
Isabel, was the third of Mr. and Mrs. Gar- 
diner's family. There was nothing sedate or 
Kdestary in her: earnest, lively, and san- 
goke, her little heart seemed formed '&r 
^veiy sensation of a pleasing nature, and life 
^'peared to her one uninterrupted scene of 
*»joyment. If there was any antidote to hap- 
rioess, it was in the oUigation she was under 
^ spend aiprtain portion of every day. in 
*^ody; but, once emancipated from the 
ftnildom of learning, our little Isabel felt 
pttfectly assured there was no other evil in 
■tore for her. Such a disposition as this has 
^h its advantages and its disadvantages: it 
Prevents the sufferance of many a sorrow, 
'^ot existing perhaps in reality, or at least i^i- 

• ^leased in anticipation, but, at the same time, 
^ is often accompanied by a self-confidence 

|2^' self-satisfaction, somewhat teivi\\Tv« \» 
of feeling. 

rd, tl\e youn^Q^t of My. GaYdmK:^^ 
<^scsscd, with a stronsi xc^cwA^^ 
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to the person of his eldest sister, her 
understanding and facility of acqiiirei 
without her indolence and occasional can 
i^ ness. Study was his greatest delight 

;l had already made advances in his educ 

j which would occasion a momentary feeli 

\ shame in the less assiduous John ; anc 

V childish delight fed upon the idea of b 

one of these days, 2l judge or a bishop, 
ward, perhaps, had as few faults as most 
dren of liis age, but he was not without s 
From whence he could have ac^pired ai 
pleasing qualification so unlike the rest c 
family, it was difficult to ascertain; but 
L it was, that, with many amiable points i 

r character, was connected a growing 

tempt for such as were situated in a 1 
^ line of life than himself, or who posse 

less wealth than he had penetration- to 
cover gave his father part of his consequ 
jn society, 
» • The servants now and then suflfered 

; this principle of pride, and, notwithsl 

mg every exhibition of it was strongfa 
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robated by his parents^ the unamiable trait 
ras stiD far from being eradicated. 

But enough may have been said) by way 
if description^ towards the introduction of the 
Sardiner family to my young readers; their 
characters will be, perhaps, better developed 
by a relation of facts, and we will therefore 
ti4e up the thread of their history in the 
apartment appropriated to the prosecution of 
diar studies, and at the hour appointed for 
idaxadon bqltween the departure of one mas- 
ter and the arrival of another. 

Mr. Fortescue, the master of writing and 
vitfametic, had no sooner closed the door oa 
Mrs. Gardiner, whom he followed out of tKc 
ttody, than the playful Isabel, rejoiced at the 
fiberty his absence occasioned, hastily arose 
bom her desk, and, flinging her slate on one 
■de, and her copy-book on another, skip- 
ledabout the room, in joy at the idea of being 
flbnsed for one hour from the shackles of 

Vlioisfor agame of ball m \\\^\«EO»as- 
' said she, giving, as ske spo\sy^ ^\i^ 

Bii 
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to a dictionary which had just fallen from 
lap of her sister: " come^ Charlotte^ put ai 
those tiresome exercises.'* 

"No/* replied Charlotte, " I have no tii 
'^and do, dear Isahel, fetch me back t 
book, for I have just met with such a puxzl 
sentence; and you know that Signor Bo 
was much dissatisfied with me at our 1 
lesson*'* 

As she spoke, Charlotte was indolei 
lounging over her Tasso: it was a warm d 
her health was not particularly strong, « 
rather than exert herself to fetch the c 
tionary, she would have carelessly pasi 
over the sentence before her. 

*^ Promise to have a game of ball, an< 
will bring you back your dictionary," s 
Isabel, putting her coaxing arms round ] 
sister, and pointing, with a provoking sm 
to the book: "come, come! there lies w 
you want; one word will obtain it: one li 
word, Yes : that is all. Come, promise." 

" Should I proimse if I do not mean 
perfomiV said Charlotte jTca\«.\i^g\Y^YlBiig 
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ilack eyesj vpith great softness, to her sister's 
^untenance. 

" No, no,** hastily replied Isabel; "to be 
sore not: but if you promise I am sure of 
you, for I never knew you break your word 
in my life." 

^ No, it will not do, dear Isabel," replied 
her dster, smiling at this Uttle artftil compli- 
ment; "if you do not fetch the dictionary, I 
must continue without it ;" and she was pro- 
ceeding to pass over the difficidt line, when 
John good-naturedly flew to the dictionary, 
^ was bearing it to his sister ; but Isabel, 
having no intention of really vexing her, took 
possession of it before him, and restored it, 
**th a kiss, to the owner. 

*' You are a dear little plodding soul," said 
^bel, as she kissed her sister s cheek; "but, 
^^ my part, I should be quite fagged to sit at 
% as you do, from morning to night." 

"Well now / will play with you," said 
^4^9rard, closing liis book, out of winch he 
!^4 not looked since tho disappearance o^ 
^?m Fortescue: "come, JacV, av^^wsi^^^'^^ ^ 
f too /"added he, as \\c to^V \Sv^ ^i^^ 
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tiler's arm. John, who had been amusing 
himself M-itli any thing but his book^ was 
startled^ and coloured at this application. 

" Yes— no— yes : I do not think— J believe 
I have prepared nothing," stanunered out 
John. 

'* Welly do sit down then, and make haste,** 
replied Edward: ^'Let me see, where are 
you? can I help you ?" 

^'Oh! you may do it all if you like/' said 
John; and, throwing his books to his bro- 
ther, he was hastening with Isabel from the 
apartment. Suddenly recollecting himselllS 
however, he hung back, and withdrew his 
arm from his sister. ''No, I cannot: it 
would not be honest." And with this con- 
sciousness was mingled a feeling of shame at 
the superior application of a younger bro- 
ther. 

" Well then, I shall get nobody at last,*' 
said Isabel, carelessly taking up her own ex- 
ercise book, and as carelessly turning over 
the leaves. 

^^And are you yourself prepared fot Signm 
Bondir* Xn^iured £dward; ^\io» diSilbnQigQL 
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; assistance had been honourably declined 
liis brother, continued close to him, in 
der to spur on his exertions. 
•' Oh! it will not take me a minute to pre- 
ire,'* said Isabel: ^'I can alwa^/s learn all 
J lessons while Charlotte is hammering out 
le of hers: besides, you know, I shall not 
uch care if I do get a little grumbling; we 
ive a pleasure in store for thb evening, that 
ould soon clear off Signor Bondi*s tears, if 
I should happen to draw any." And, with 
smile of vanity, her eye was attracted to the 
irror, which reflected her sweet little 
;ure. . 

" But you would be very sorry to lose this 
leasure, I am sure,** said Edward. 
« Well, I know I should, Mr. Prig," pertly 
itorted Isabel, without taking her eyes from 
le glass; '^and so would you too, if you 
ere such a favourite of Mrs. Montefort's as 



"I was not finding fault, I am sure, at your 
jefing pleasure in going to Mr. Montefort's; 
oaly wanted to save you from a ^'sxsfij^ ^^ 
the pleasure f by takii^g caxe xvoX \» ^^"^ 
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into disgrace before the evening comes. 
am sure we all love Mrs. Montefort equal 
with yourself; and if she does show any pa 
tiality to you, it is more, I believe, owing t 
your likeness to mamma, than to any thui 
else. You know every body says how lil 
you are to mamma; and Mrs. Monteibrt 
so partial to her^ that it is no wonder sli 
should like you on account of this resen 
blance." 

" What a proser you are, Edward,** sai 
Isabel; *'if you once begin to make use c 
your tongue, there is no end of it. Buthei 
comes James with the dinner-tray: comi 
give me my books^ and I will just look ove 
my lessons.'* 

While she was speaking, a footman passe 
through the apartment where they were sit 
ting, to the children's dining-room, whicl 
was divided from it by large folding doon 
As h e moved rapidly along, he dropped . 
table-napkin from under his arm, and th 
good-humoured John started from his chaii 
and assisted to place it on the table* On re 
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tanung to his sisters and brotherj Edward ob- 
served: 

'* I think you might choose a rather more 
gentlemanly employment^ than you some- 
times do, John. You are uncommonly fond 
of helping the servants : it is a great pity 
you cannot meet with a foot-boy's place 
yourself.*' 

I do not know that I am particularly fond 
of it,** replied John, colouring, with some 
feeling of anger, at this remark ; [' but James's 
hands seemed so full, that he could not pick 
up what had fallen from his arm; and it 
would have been ill-natured not to have as- 
Mstedhim." 

The boys felt inclined to be angry with each 
other, but at the same moment they both of 
them turned their eyes towards their sister Isa- 
bel, and a new subject of animadversion pre- 
•flented itself. The httle girl, it is true, had 
jUaken up her lessons, but not to look at 
fehem; for, to say the truth, her head ran so 
■^^^idy upon a very pretty new frpck, which 
t» JAontefort had worked for \\et)Biu<Wxi 
she expected to look more iXyocq. eswi 
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like her mamma, that she could fix 1 
tention on nothing else, for many n 
together; and, as her little eyes perpi 
wandered to the mirror, she was ende 
uig to twist the sleeve she now wof 
the form of that one which omamenti 
new frock. 

" You will be a most bewitching 
lady, I dare say,*' said John, satirically 

'* That is not like mamma, howev< 
served Edward: I have heard most 
observe that she is pretty; but no 
think can accuse her of vanity." 

Isabel blushed, and looked down 
books; and James at the same time an 
ing that dinner was ready, the young 
repaired to their dining-room. 



CHAP. 11. 



A SCENE OF DISTRESS. 

It was subject of surprise to our 
STOup, that they were not Visitedi, » 
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eir motheTi during their meftL It was 
prevailing custom to take a luncheon 

them, when they dined, and her ab- 
: was a general disappointmtt^ To 
jiquiries of each, to the semffic who 
d on them, they were only answered, 
his mistress was in the library, with his 
sr, and had given orders that the din- 
hould be served up without her; and, 
le children were occasionally accustom- 
fben their mother was otherwise occu- 
» to take their meal by themselves, they 
: too discreet to press any further in- 
es on the servant, or to make any re- 
ts, as to the probable occasion of their 
ler s absence. When their dessert was 
ight, and the footman had retired, they 
ured their conjectures aloud; though 

the circumstance was not of such very 

occurrence as to occasion them any ttn- 
oess. However, they looked eagerly to- 
is the door, hoping every moment to 

it opened by their mother. And this 
leqgftb happened. But what nvqa ^^ 
» of every youthful bosoui, NAicxi^'^s^ 
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stead of the cheerful smile, which get 
irradiated the countenance of their b< 
parepti and the lively manner with 
she m^ally met themi her agitate 
pear^H^ininediatdiy bespoke distress 
the tears which had visibly been pa 
withheld, to prepare for this interview 
her children, refilled every control, i 
met the eager gaze of each. 

Mrs. Gardiner, for a few moments ei 
subdued by maternal sohcitude, sunk 
in the first chair which presented itseli 
her children, terrified and agitated, « 
towards her, and folded their arms a 
her. 

A few moments 'passed in a silence 
Mrs. Gardiner in vain attempted to 1 
At length, relieved by the tears whicl 
wetted the bosoms of her children, ah 
tily recalled her resolution; and looki 
them with more serenity, thus treml 
addressed them: 

** I appear to set you, my dear chi 
but a poor example of the resignation ■'. 
to teach yoUf to the j^apensatiffms oi 
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dence; but after these first emotions are 
subsided, you will^ I trust, see me more as 
I ought, and more as I wish to be." 

Again Mrs. Gardiner was obIigdA||^top; 
and the children, losing all theii"^nosity 
to learn its occasion, in their concern for the 
agitation of their mother, endeavoured each 
to obtain a hand to press and imprint with 
their kisses. 

*I have always endeavoured to teach you, 
«y dear children," recommenced Mrs. Gar- 
diner, with more composure, " that splendid 
and luSLurious as is the style in which a 
British merchant lives, and large as appa* 
lently may be his fortune, his sources of . 
wealth must always be uncertain, and his 
whemes of success extremely doubtful. I 
fc«ve endeavoured to inculcate tliis on you 
■D," continued Mrs. Gardiner; " but I know 
fiot how far the manner in which you have 
. Indierto lived, may have induced you to look 
l^upoaitas an idle tale, or as really a thing 
**^;much within a possibility of happen- 

5hr. Gardiner here spoke y»\t\\ «^ ««»&* \ 
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but at the saine time, the tc^ur slie fruit] 
endeavoured to repress, fell upon her li 
but was immediately wiped o3' by the fi 
beicyj^en. 

" Uh'Ibfe credence you have given ti 
lessons I have constant!}' taught you, on 
uncertainty of riches, vriU depend, perl 
a part of your happiness, on what I 
going to unpart to you. For it were 
less, even if it were possible, to with 
irom you, that your father, who yestei 
morning considered himself worth one : 
dred thousand pounds, is at this m 
completely destitute of every thing. 
Auinecessury to say to you, my dear chili 
that tliis misfortune is owing to no fau 
your father's; your affection will have 
tuted a truth to which every fair-dealing 
son vrill agree; and all that remains, botl 
yourselves and for me, is to use every e 
Jn our power, to lessen the blow on 
dear fi^ther, who feels it most severel 
our account. We must endeavour to I 
lighdy of it, and consider how much g 
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ny one of our beloved circle, than at tliis 
Qore worldly misfortune. Doubtless tlie 
neans of subsistence will be pointed out to 
is; and if we are happy and united' in our 
Gunfly circle, we possess a blessing which all 
the wealth we have lost could never have 
purchased for us." 

Mrs. Gardiner here finished speaking; 
and the children, pressing near her, with af- 
fectionate eagerness, promised to bear as 
they ought, the misfortunes with whicK they 
were visited. She returned their endearing 
, tenderness; and then, begging them to com- 
' pose themselves amongst each other, be- 
fore they saw their father, again returned to 
^ library, to administer consolation to her 
■gitated husband. 

When the childi'en were thus left to them- 

■dves, they had time to consider the altered 

litiiation in which they found themselves 

nddenly placed ; but it would be difiicult to 

e the precise state of their feelings 

the occasion. While their mothet \^ 

itted with them, concern for \vet ^\y\^i»sKA 

'liveliest seivsationi but, a^ ^\wi ^'^^^ 

c 3 
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theiDi it was natural that their youn 
should form ideas rather more 
and an apprehension of inconveniei 
ever indefinitely formed, for some 
kept them all in silence. They 1 
so accustomed to be waited upon, i 
their state of affluence, so unavoids 
to the anticipation of their wishes, 
were at a loss to imagine what were 
culties attendant on their changi 
cumstances: the sanguineness of yc 
vented their seeing its extent; bu 
was easy for each to discover that 
ration would be sensibly felt. 

Before the young people had I 
sufficiently to settle their ideas, ai 
cuss amongst themselves the ini 
they had just received from their 
Signer Bondi entered the apartn 
may be imagined that his pupils 
particularly perfect in their separate 
and had they been ever so well j 
the absence of their dear mother, 
accustomed seat at their table, wo 
prevented their acquitting tk^Tcoss 



V 
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any satisfiiction* It was easy to perceive, 
from the grave countenances which met . 
their instructor, that some family distress 
had occurred: he good-naturedly, therefore, 
passed over the imperfect lessons; and pay- 
ing a short visit, left them, without asking 
any questions. 

As soon as Mr. Gardiner had imparted to 
bis wife the change in their prospects, which 
a very few hours had produced, a general 
order had been given to the servants, to 
deny admittance to visitors of every descrip- 
tion; and, amongst the rest, on the arrival of 
Mrs. Montefort*s carriage, the prescribed 
answer of, "Not at home," was returned 
fiom one footman to the other. At the very 
BMmieat of the answer being given, James, 
Ae servant who waited on the young people 
>t dinner, passed through the hall, and hear- 
^ Mrs. Montefort's name, and the not at 
"Ome which was given to her servant, he 
I flattened forwards to the carriage. Mrs. 
'^botefort had already alighted; for rumour 
d conveyed to her the sound ot K\?cvr\J^^^ 
ihoutiudeed describing patl\c\i\3^t^\ ^isA.^ 



i^' 
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feeling, not of curiosity^ but of friendshi 
determined her to take no denial. 

^' I am glad you are come, Madam/' sa 
James, as he respectiuUy led the way to tl 
library: '^ there is a great deal of trouU 
I believe/* added he, as a tear started in 
his eye; " and, whatever it is, you will i 
both my master and mistress good." 

Mrs. Montefort made no reply to i 
faitliful servant, who at this moment open 
the door of the library; but desiring him i 
to follow her further, be retiredi and 8 
proceeded alone to the private Ubrary of A 
Gardiner. Her gentle tap at the door n 
answered by the appearance of Mrs. G 
diner, who offered her hand, with a smile 
melancholy but afiectionate serenity. 

^'I concluded you did not mean to 
denied to me," said Mrs. Montefort, end 
vouring to speak cheerfully, " so ' hi 
thrust myself into yom' private retreat." 

^'I am not sure that I did not incli 
even you in the general order," replied "Bi 
Gardiner; '^but I cannot feel other\i 
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lian pleased that you have chosen to in- 
Sringe upon it." 

" I know not any one else who would have 
in£ringed upon it with impunity/' said Mr. 
Gardiner^ endeavouring to smile; ''and I 
know not any one whom I could have borne 
to witness the first feelings of disappoint^ 
ment of a ruined man." -s^. .. 

. As Mr. Grardiner thus spoke^ he wrung 
die hand of Mrs. Montefort, who, alarmed 
9t the extent to which his misfortunes point- 
edy was at a loss, for some moments, in what 
words to offer consolation or advice. The 
sdffiossession, however, and fortitude of 
Mi8, Gardiner, very soon prevailed over the 
nomentary agitation occasioned by the en- 
trance of her friend ; and she quietly enter- 
ed into a relation of facts, wliich put 
Mrs. Montefort into the possession of the 
extent to which the losses of her friends 
reached. 

The failure was unlimited and complete, 
jCjUlch as was represented by the foreign 
pC;. but a doubt had arisen, vA\e\\v^x x)^^ 
4 bimself was a man imp\idt\>} U> >o^ 



A. 
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trustfid; and a £unt hope existed, dl 
presence of a principal ahi-oud, wlieM 
actions connected with the GngHsh 
vere canyin^ od, might in some i 
<^iange the face of affairii: at least, 
worth the trial; tlie whole house ccm 
m diinking it a plan to be adopted; m 
its execution, they iinanimouely fixed 
actinty, probity, and penetration c 
Gardiner, as proper to carr>' it into 
The answer he should return to Ills i 
ing partners, on the oecOBion, had h 
subject of discussion, at the tirai 
Moittefort had brokm in npon tlid 
fiirence. 

To Mrs. Montefort the subject i 
mediately imparted ; Rnd with little 
tioD, she concurred with her trie 
thinking, that the absence of Mr. Q^ 
from Ids fandly, for a. few months, 
Siwrifice it would he highly advisf 



And during the time," siiid «1m 
given her opiiiiun, "Va Mn 
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th me: you know I always like retire- 
when my husband is absent. Fleet* 
is now preparing fer my reception : the 
is large enough for half a doseen such 
58 as yours and mine. You," con~ 
1 8he» turning towards Mr. Gardiner^ 
leave England to-morrow with greater 
iction, haying first seen your wife and 
en where every affectionate attention 
be exerted to lessen the pain of your 
ce^ and Isabel, I think, will have less 
iky in reconciling herself to the sepa- 
^henshe sees you at rest on her ac- 



»9 



• Gardiner was delighted with this 

»8al, and instantly declared he had no 

r any hemtation in acceding to the 

fr o£ his pavtoeis. Mrs. Gardiner was 

applied to, but her acquiescence was 

) readily obtained. 

r: seeing her hesitate^ Mrs. Mbntefort 

wnUdy said, "You cannot have a 

I :Of the pleasure this aTSsavgsmies& 

\£^'ntm^ my dear fidend.'^ 

^^repUed JVIrs.,Gwsdiner» Uslii^fe «^^ 
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hand of her friend, and pressing it wltl 
demess: ^'I feel and acknowledge all 
kindness, both to me and my children 
as we always speak sincerely to each < 
I shall not scrui^e to say to you, that 
ever your affection might induce such a 
posal, my prudence cannot accede to it. 
a moment consider, and you will I am 
agree with me in acknowledging, tha 
style of Ufe in which you live, it cannot 
this time be prudent or justifiable fo 
children to move in. The delicades 
luxuries of life are now no longer theirs 
it would be barbarous not immediate 
endeavour removing their taste for 1 
The will of their grandfather fortui 
secures us a subsistence; but the most 
economy will be necessary, and they 
learn to accommodate themselves to cii 
stances." 

'^ Your reasonings are generally unaa 
able," said Mrs. Montefort; "and ''^ 
regret the loss of the gratification 
promised myself, I can ItatdV^ \v<d^ 

-Wj?^ the propriety of yout A^tw» 
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I certainly should do so, if there appeared a 
positive certainty that things are exactly as 
they are represented to us; but while there 
remains a probability of their wearing a more 
&yourable aspect, why not employ a little 
procrastination in meeting dif&culties?'* 

"Aiid why employ any," my dearest 
fnend," said Mrs. Gardiner, " when the pro- 
baUlity is such as it is? In my opinion, there 
is a want of proper courage, in shrinking 
from an evil which must eventually happen 
to us; and when we see it impending, it is 
&r better to meet it, and resist it openly, 
than to have it constantly before us in ap- 
piehension, and be at length driven to sus- 
tain it" 

"And after having made all these pro- 
jected sacrifices," observed Mrs. Montefort, 
"and putting every body in possession of 
the&ct of your difficulties; if, after all this, 
^,, It should appear that there can have been 

*^ necessity " 

"At least there can be no dishonour — ^no 
wction falJ on us, for letvutaxxg, Xft 'Ssva 



r . 
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entne sphere we now feel compelled to 
linquish," replied Mih. Gardiner: "^l! 
who think there is, need not receive 
tilwir acquaintance will nol be worth reg 
thone we leve, I am convinced will not vi 
us the less, for a course which we shiJI i 
thoagbt it due to our own res|JeetabiKty, 
ot» chiM*en'a benefit, to punnie." 

Saying this, Mrs. Gardbier oilbrefi 
haiid affectionately to Mrs. Montefort, 
took it with wanntii, and replied: 

" You are right, my dear Iitabel, aiid' 
own feelinga must yield to your better ji 
Ilient." 

" Yes, you are right, yo« are alu-ays ri 
my dearest Isabel," said Mr. Gardiner, 
i4erly embracing his wife; " and we must 
EiiqQish the kindness of Mrs. Mi 
llloiigll we shall never cease to rein 
fterh." 

Mrs. Montefort remained for a few 
nutCfl silent. Her interest in her^fifends 
Secondary to none but her altachinmt to 
hti^tod, and !<he was aeduluus to thli 
i kn tha t Might m any AegffcBW 
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; their present prospecte. At length one 
curred, and she immediately imparted it. 
It was this. About a milejuid a half from 
eetwood, the elegant country residence of 
TS. Montefort^ there was a beautiful little 
•ttage^ situated in a chalk-pit, wKich, it now 
ruck her, was to be let; and which, if suffi- 
3iitly large, she considered might be eligi- 
e for the temporary residence of her 
lends; and to this she advised their re- 
ing. To this plan Mrs. Gardiner could 
ake no objection; for although she had 
rndentially declined accepting Mrs. Monte- 
•rt*8 invitation, to Fleetwood, she felt of how 
nch comfort, both to herself and her chil- 
ren, would a vicinity to her prove. Mr« 
ardiner himself was much pleased with 
te proposition; and Mrs. Montefoi-t under- 
ok to write into Surrey, and make inqui- 
es about the cottage, that very evening. 
he plan being thus far settled, Mrs. Monte- 
rt very soon left the house; and Mr. Gar- 
ner repaired to his counting-house, to im- 
lit to his partners his deteimixui\iox\. Vo \»^ 
i proposed voyage. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PREPARATIONS FOR A REMOVAL. 

The light spirits of youth are, happily, 
slow in reconciling them to changes whicl 
first appear disagreeable to bear; and, ii 
very few days, the young Gardiner's 1 
learned to look forward, with sometli 
bordering on a pleasing feeling of novelty 
their change of situation. The necess 
absence of their father seemed, botb to tl 
and to their mother, the greatest deprivai 
ihey were to sustain; but as this was onl; 
be a temporary one, his return would 
something of a pleasing nature to look 
ward to; and, in the interval, the child 
in whom the best affections of their he 
were excited by existing circumstances, ? 
all forming schemes to be useful to their : 
ther, and attentive to all her wishes and c 
forts. Her example, in the fortitude 
cheerful rejsignation witbt vi\i\c\x ^^ tqs> 
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liieSy was a stimulus to them all^ and 
ied with each other in showing how lit- 
;y dreaded the personal inconveniences 
rere preparing to experience. 
;re was very little delay between deter- 
on and action: the chances of Mr. 
ner^s success in going abroad, seemed, 
reat measure, to depend on the prompt- 
»f his exertions; and but a few days re* 
d to arrange plans for the estaUish- 
of his family during his absence. The 
^ near Fleetwood was most fortunately 
t, and at. this retreat he determined to 

them, under the blessing of Pro- 
ce, and with a distant hope of removing 
again from^ thence, in the course of a 
lonths. 

3m the first information of liis losses, 
jrardiner had given general notice to his 
establishment in town, that they must 
sk a new ser\'icc ; foi', with the exception 
e female sei*vant, who had lived with 

Grardiner ever sinee her marriagje^ he 
lo intention of retaining any. ft^vi««^ 
to receive their lUanub^aX, iox '\sx 'w^ 
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situation could tlicy Iinve felt servita 
than in the family of Mr. Gardiner. B 
fdt it moi'Cthan James, the young 
was before mentioned as having ejq 
Ilia pleasure in the arrival of Mrs. Mi 
Altliough still young, he hud lived 
sixteen years with his master, and Mi 
diner regretted particulariy ^ving h 
I dismissal. He called him into his 
library, and expressing to him how i! 
felt at being obliged to recommend 
another service, tokl him that Mrs. I 
fort was willing to give him the situal 
butler in her family; and although 
much greater trust than tiiat )te had fai 
his, he had no doubt of hb acquitting tl 
with the same satisfaction he had alway 
in his present service. 

James made no reply, and both Mi 

Mrs. Gardiner felt a little surprised ti 

expressed no obligation for the advani 

situation, which nothing but a very 

recommenda.tion cou\d hane otauaiwA.' 

|wBy« m an. James, HiAeeAy4S^ 
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biding his face in both his hands, he burst 
into a flood of tears, and leaning against a 
book-fihelf near him, he absolutely sobbed 
like a child. 

At this moment John Gardiner entered the 
room, and James, totally forgetful of the dis- 
tance between himself and his young master, 
caught the little fellow to his bosom; and 
the sympathy which is ever ready to express 
itself in the eyes of children, exhibit^ itself 
in those of John, as he clasped his arms round 
the laced collar of the footman. 

** I beg your pardon, Sir," said James, at 
length recollecting himself, but speidking 
scarcely articulately; ^'I beg your pardon, 
but I thought you never would turn me 
.way: I have been thinking it over and over 
again, and I did think you never would have 
Bent me away." 

Again James hid his face in his hands. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner were both affected, 
iani John^ still retaininst the Yiaxvdi oi ^^ ^^^- 
in^ aad ejideavouring to diaw \3astv Vi to9> 
iter, said: "You will kee\> 3acoe?>> ^««* 
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will yon not?" asked tlie child, eamesdy 
looking in liis father's face* 

"I am sorry, very sorry, to part with 
James, my love," replied Mr. Gardiner, with 
emotion; '* but you know I cannot aSonA to 
keep him." 

*^ Why, I am sure I should not be much 

expence to you, Sir," said James, speaking » 

little more calmly: ''all the servants in the 

kitchen say I am a little eater; and theie 

would be no occasion for all this fine woii 

upon my clothes," added he, drawing hi^ 

hand over his laced shoulder-KMip: '^I am 

but small, and a suit of your half wom-out|! 

would last me a year; for I never tear mj 

clothes as some do: and I could have a fi}Sr 

tian jacket out of my own pocket for workinf 

in; and I dare say there is a bit of a gardei 

to be looked after, and may be a pig to ea 

the spare vegetables: and as to the tax— — 

" No more, no more," hastily interrupter 

Mr. Gardiner; ''you shall stay, my good fe 

/any and take care of your mvatee^ «sA \s 

children: any tax would be 'woTt\y\>«T'»% 

such attachment."' 
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Jamed seized his master's hand, which was 
extended to lum, and pressed it to his Ups 
with fervour. 

^* Go, go," said Mr. Gardiner, scarcely able 
to restrain his emotion. 

John took the hand of the happy James, 

md leaving him as he passed the servant's hall, 

hastened up staurs, to report to his sisters and 

brother that James was to stay with them, 

[ and there was a beautifU little garden at the 

\ cottage, and they were to keep pigs, and 

1 be should help James to feed them; and he 

dared vay ihej should keep hens and ducks, 

and all sorts of tilings too. 

"Do you know when we are to go, John?" 
aaid all the young party at the same time. 

"No: do you?" replied John, with an in- 
qoiring look. 

"I quite long for the time," said Isabel. 
"fi)r I think it will be so delightful to have 
the nice rambles Mrs« Montefort was telling 
in o£ And I am glad we axe go\iv% \i() \^^ ^^ 
WMrMhi. Montefort.'' 
babel was employed in pac\an« \xv «^ ^^^ 
m^cd of trinkets which had been g^^^^ ^ 



c 
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as keepsakes^ but which tlieir mother ha 
hinted to tliem it would not be fit for them 1 
wear at present. The occupation occasiQi 
ed, now and then, a sigh in poor Isabel^ an 
she could not resist her frequent impulses t 
try each Uttle piece of finery on before sh 
placed it in the little mahogany case, fixn 
which it was not again to be removed. 

^'I wonder if I am ever to wear the froc 
I was to have worn that evening at Mn 
Montefort's/' said Isabel, alluding to tlie da 
on which their father's losses had been is 
parted to diem, and at the same time twis) 
ing round her delicate neck a turquoise ned 
lace, which was to have been worn at th 
same time. 

'^ You cannot help hankering after a litt! 
finery, can you ?" said John, good-humouredl; 
" but you would find a frock of that sort, 
think, very much in the way; for they Sf 
that we shall have to pass a thicket of furz 
bushes every time we go in and out of tl 
chalk-pit.'' 
^'Besides;' said CliaAotte, xa^so^^Mst c 
"i^m her book, ** I am sure, Aeax \«aNi^ 
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II not wish to wear it; for you are always 
3ased at being reckoned like mamma, and 
•u cannot but have noticed tlie change she 
js already made in her dress. She looks 
elegant and neat as ever, but I have not 
en one of her beautiful laced gowns since 
is day week : her frills are all muslin too 
rw. 

" Well, now you mention it, I recollect that 
ey are so/* observed Edward, whose atten- 
m also was roused by this conversation on 
eir mother: ^'and when she changes her 
ess before dinner, she does not put on the 
naments she used to do.'* 
^Hoy she only wears the broach vrith 
.pa*8 hair, aiiid the bracelets -with ours/* 
id' John: ''and one evening, like a little 
DOghtless blockhead, I asked her why she 
1 not wear her jewels; and I saw a tear in 
E:eyeas she asked me, in return, if I re- 
atthssd the story of the Campanian lady.'* 
HHiB meant that we were her jeweV^^ ^^ 
fai f I suppose. Well, 1 thuik '\l v^LVifc 
minoe before I shall be aa satVeSvefiL «» 
nmuto dress without ornameutr 
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'' At all events, do not let mamma see tl 
it is any mortification to you to be dressed 
plain firocks, dear Isabel/' said Charlott 
"for you see plainly that all her regrets i 
for papa and for us, and not for herse 
therefore, if you evince disappointment, y 
will make her feel it too." 

" Then we are always to wear plain frocb 
inquired Isabel, once more adorning I 
neck with a Uttle pearl neglig^, before s 
finally deposited it in her box«^ 

«I think so," rephed Chartotte; •'for wl 
Newman was packing in mamma's dressii 
room, this mormng, I saw her folding up 1 
frock Mrs. Montefort gave you; and rnanj 
said: 'You had better take the lace off fin 
that firock, Newman, and fold it nicelyi 
Miss Isabel is not likely to want it at presenl 

It cannot be denied that poor Isabel ] 
mortified at wis annihilation of her fi 
hopes of vanity: she will, however, be 
cused, it is to be hoped, firom any want 
affection for her motlieT oil x!fckft ^^^Awri 
She was devotedly atta£\ieaLto\vct, »^^ 
»I1 the resi-of her^ cMlAxexv, >oax11\^ 
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she possessed in a greater share than 
:hildren of her age, would occasionally 
minate over every other consideration, 
ae very few sad moments she experi- 
, mostly took their rise from its inflii- 

But we will hope better things from 
ange now necessaiily given to her views 

3 conversation of the children mras in- 
►ted by the appearance of Mrs. Mohte- 
rho occasioned a general sensation of 
t, and who suspended every occupa- 
hat had been going forward. Her 
friends all crowded round her, and 
resently was seated in the midst of 

u Montcfort had never yet been a mo- , 
and although she was now looking for- 
with pleasing solicitude, to the period 
should open a novel scene of duty be- 
ler, she at present felt an almost tsia.- 
interest in the children of \vev: trveiv^, 
peculiar circumstances, of ^\v\\^ ^J^^^ 
tnay not be particularly \T\tetes>L\Tv^* 
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■*mr young reatlers, had led to her frieK 
wiiii Mrs. Gardioev. A simD&rity of 
ami pursuits, and a [terfect agreement 4 
most ii^ort&nl: pouiEs, liud made thea 
luall}' attractivo tu each other j and not 
fituiding th« long separations which th^ 
lerent relatiuus of hfe exacted, their li 
were always united hy the same frj 
feelings of kindness and affection. Q 
tlie last season, they had been more tog 
tlian had been the case for sotue j 
llie children had been indulged bj 
quently visiting Airs. Montefort in hal 
residence; and seeing her almost da 
Iiumei and naturally inclined to value' 
-whom they saw esteemed by their pai'enO 
bad grown so attached to Mrs. Afonl 
that they none of them knew a gi'eatei 
•are than being in her society. 

Mrs. Montefort's present visit to thf 
dren, was to give them aQ the inforn 
they were so anxious to receive in regi 
their new residence in Surrey; but not 
tidpate m relation, we must reseiva 4 
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lall introduce both them anA our yoiuig 
eaders to the cottage itself. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE COTTAGE. 



A VERY short time elapsed ' between tlie de- 
tanination of Mr. Gardiner to go abroad, 
vid his actual departure from England. We 
^ not attempt to describe the feeling of 
l^Hwhole party, at a separation {which made 
logteat a void in domestic comfort; it will 
ke suflGicient to observe, that they were undor 
P>Oper regulation, and that the young .people 
^A>wed the example of their parents, in en« 
^vouring to reconcile each other to a mea- 
MBe which was urged by prudential motives, 
4ld destined for the future benefit of th& 

^ in M few. days after the depaxtuxe ol^i^x* 
mdhcr, lus wife and £unily xelite^ V© ^^ 
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new retiitlcncc in tlie cmuitry; and, frainli 
moment uf tlielr leaving Bruad-stvec^ a U 
scene was to open before the childrf 
Down to this time they had experienced 
vtay sensible aUc ration in their drcB 
stances. For some (lays past tlie servai 
bat) gradually lessened in the servant's hi 
but still enough had remauied to sum 
every convenience to the family. AS:.H 
anxious to remain as long as possible^. j| 
senice where they had been so well trem 
and a permission to leave the house had b( 
signified more than once to most of the 
before they could make up their minds 
retire. At length, howe%-er, all were j|^ 
but Newman, of the feuude servants, and, 
one but James waa left of the men. 
bad clianged his laced liveryi'or a plain 
cooti and it was tlie arrival of the staf 
not the elegimt chariot of his mistress, tl 
be opened the drawing-room door to i 
nounee. His attentive care liad 
p/aced the higgage in its p\ace, sxuW 
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am their birth. If a tear stole silently 
)wn the cheek of Mrs. Gardiner, she may 
} excujsed an emotion which no personal in- 
nvenience could have excited, but which 
)8 natural under the disappointment of 
any a maternal expectation. 
The children for some time remained silent, 
id they seemed scarcely to laiow whether 
laugh or to cry at the'novelty of the vehicle 
which they now found thennselves enclosed. 
hey looked at each other, and then at their 
other ; and Isabel was on the point of mak- 
g some ludicrous remark, but Charlotte, 
|Deiving that 'her mother did not appear 
Vortable, checked her, fearing ihat she 
IS going to make some observation that 
ight increase her uneasiness. She drew 
^ attention to a sweep of underwood that 
fin a. valley through which they were pass- 
Si and asked her if it was not beauttiul. 
^Where, where?" said Isabel, starting 
^Ikastify: "I cannot see any t\v\svg^ ovsX. ^^ 
tSUklugb window;" and veacYvvcv^^JCX^^"!^ 
^ter, a sudden jolt of the coae\v «e\\X.\vc 
Ai Aer mother's lap. 
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John and Kdwavd J)oth burst into a lau 
for which they were reproved by their i 
ther ; but Isabel good-Iiumouredly excui 
them, and, as slie leaned over to kiss th< 
Charlotte wliisi>ered to her to sit still, or i 
would inconvenience mamma. 

Isabel took her sister's hint, and they t 
▼elled on for some time more quietly, wl 
poor John, overcome by the closeness of i 
coach, turned suddenly pale, and appeal 
likely to faint. 

" Shall I change sides with Master G 
diner. Ma'am ?" said Newman; "perliaps 
cannot ride with his back to the horses." 

The offered change was made, but |j( 
John remained so excessively ill, that IV] 
Gardiner proposed his ti*ying the outsic 
and the next time the coach stopped, he \ 
given over to Jiunes's care. 

" That is Ileetwood, Madam," said Jaw 

as he took his young master from the coa 

** as far as you can see on your right, uj 

tAe bill, among the trees ; axYvl \Xve eoWai^ 

on/y a mile further on the Ml-' 

" Very u'cll, James," saH\ V^* ^^ 
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^ remember that the coachman does not pass 
fhe spot where he is to put us down: and 
pray take care of Master Gardiner." 

James touched his hat, the coachman again 
drove on, and in another half hour drew up 
at tlie end of a lane, where stood a servant 
in Mrs. Montefort's livery, prepared to lead 
the way to the cottage, and a httle donkey- 
cart for the conveyance of the luggage. 

" My mistress is at the cottage, Ma'am," 
said the servant, as he assisted Mrs. Gardi- 
ner to alight; "and says, if either of the 
young ladies or gentlemen would like to ride, 
there will be plenty of room in the cart." 

"^had ratlier walk;" and " I had rather 
i^alkj" was echoed and re-echoed through 
lie party; and the children, in their anxiety 
o be useful, each taking charge of a parcel, 
hey proceeded cheerfully onwards. 

It was a beauti&l winding lane that 
onned the approach to their new residence. 
)n either side the woodbine aivOl e^^xv>C\\\^ 
Imjed Ancifally amongst every vancA. \aw\. ^S. 
aiginsr green, of wliich the VeAg&^i ^^^^ 
^sed; the wUd creeper is liadA^^^vvViSc > 
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twine in careless liuciuiancy "betwet 
maple and the guelder rose; and the 
banks were spotted with tnfts of yellon 
and white, from the tender blossoms fl 
Iftria, veronica, and ranunculus, t^ 
was scented with fresh and sweet per 
and, while Isabel an<l the boys skipped 
wards and forwards, they fiHed their 
with a beautiful bouquet, which the ne! 
ment was thrown away, to admit cani 
horn a more brilliant group. The | 
were, at the invitation of their motbef 
ugned to the donkey-cart, and they 
then enabled to enjoy the unconst 
libertjfo which they were invited by tj 
lights around them. Charlotte ren 
dose to her mother, Slie would alsc 
enjoyed a run, but she restrained her ii 
tion. Her mother was not backward i 
covering the delicate attention which « 
her a companion; and the affectionah 
with which she rcceiied her arm, wh) 
declined accompanying her sister 
fbers, was precious to bet seuslrivc 
WtSt every few ya g teihe 
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n about a quarter of an hour, John, of 
n the rest of the party frequently lost 
y re-appeared, completely out of breath, 
saying that he had seen the beautiiid 

cottage. In a few minutes the party 
he close hedges of the lane, and a most 
y prospect suddenly presented itself be^* 
them. They had been for some time 
[y aaceiiding, and on looking back when 
left the lane, they perceived that they 
beoi walking through the skirts of a 
dee, which hiuig . gently sloping over the 
I of an amplutbe^tre of down, upon 
:h they were now standing. The delik 
finrmed, sweeping round from tllk^copr 

waa browsed by flocks of sheep; and 
ler on to the right, • half embosomed in 
i appeared a village spire, and the 
aeys of a few cottages, from which the 
■moke was curling through the evening 
Conying itself round to the right, the 
trntad on a distant view of hills, whose 
rMidine distinctly cut the mellow tints of 
pMiliJ'ii aky ; and obliquely fioov t^v^^^ ^ 
^.uiiddle distance, rose t\ie taSi ^iSD&< 
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which were all that from this spot could 
discerned of Fleetwood. Again to the rig 
a winding road could at intervals b^ disoe 
ed, hiding itself completely as it approach 
nearer, and almost leaving a doubt whetf 
it had not entirely disappeared, and cut 
every communication from that side of t 
country. • It continued, however, thou^ 
luiseen, to the edge of the chalk-pit; a 
ihence jsl step-ladder, artfully formed in o 
of the rugged banks, conducted by a shcMC) 
way than the direct path, to the fiunm-house 
th^ bottom. The farm-house itself was 
most hidden by the shrubberies which fa 
been testefiilly planted as ornamental appi 
dages to the little ^cottage beyond, to wU 
we win now conduct our young ceaders. • 
It was really a ^cottage, and not on^ 
those habitations to which fieushion has apps 
priated that appellation. It simply conaisl 
of two little parlours, and behind thedi 
kitchen and scullery. Over the whole w^ 
four small bed-rooms; the roof was thatcll 
the windows were latticed) and the M 
porch which j&nned the entcaace, :«ia fs 



THE COTTAGE. 411 

kmg with ivy and creepiug shrubs. Behind 
irere two or three small buildings^ which 
night, at the will of the occupier, be con- 
lerted into milk-house, hen-house, or other- 
irise appropriated. There was a small yard 
for poultry, and a convenient though not 
very extensive garden.. Garden, however, 
V8S not requijred, excepting for the produc- 
tion of vegetables) and a small space is suf- 
Bdent for this. The whole chalk-pit was a 
purden; the whole country around was a gar^ 
ien; and nature had been so bountiful, and art 
bad been to nature so judicious and tasty an 
uudliary, that a sweeter succession of beau- 
ties were constantly presenting themselves, 
than the hand of the most skilful gardener 
rould be likely to produce. 

The young party were absolutely in rap- 
nres, as they entered the little sylvan recess 
 which the cottage immediately stood. 
'Howbeautifid! howdelightiul! howcharm- 
mfl'* was uttered by all, and Charlotte could 

longer restrain her wish to join her sii^te.\L 
mlfaers. Pleased at Aie exv^oycnfiscX ^^ 
s*a&wi, Mrs. GaTdmex \\exsd& ^^x?f^. 




it ilie nccsstoR wlucli led titan 

M. 

Vhiit could there be in London 

" observed one. " How mitcb 

1 Broad -street is tliis sweet little bo' 

mother, at the sains time sitting' 

moment in the poi'ch of hon< 
ill was jny, and all wus dcGglit, till 
3rance arose that their father 
iiig it with theirt.  Here was * 
jret, but tlie loss of wealth at 

was none. Mrt. Ganiiner, afiet 

prcBfling each ehtld tfl her 
bto hersetl^ that were hev husbanil 
hcnild haTG no alloy in the simple 

||her children; and the wliolA 
 their new residence in perfect (i 
E with their present prospeclB, 
rvent prayer for the ([Ufck 
(itiiout whom they eoiild not eSpi 
Bt happiness. In the little purl 
^^-hniKl side of the entran»i 
Hrt awaited them. 
fcttM tfetHafft ften 
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r friend, " had t not a little piece of in- 
-mation for you, which I tliink will give 
u pleasure, and which I did not choose 
y one else to communicate. I have this 
iming received a hasty line from my hus- 
ndy who has been detained by contrary 
nds in the Downs ; and who has, by this 
^ans, had an opportunity of taking Mr. 
ardiner on board his own ship. The ar- 
ngement I think will be mutually pleasant, 
id satisfy you that Mr, Gardiner will be 
isured all those little comforts on board, 
liich fresh-water sailors so much require.** 
It is needless to say that this information 
as gratefnlfy acceptable to Mrs. Gardiner: 
contributed much to the general cheerful- 
igs of the tea-table; and Mrs. Montefort, 
'er a welcome guest, on this evening re- 
eved double caresses from aQ the young 
»ple« It has not been yet observeil that 
le husband of Mrs. Montefort was the 
iptaijA of an East Indiaman; who, tliough 
ffl a young man, had already made vcv^ 
tge additions, in several Btuac^%\NeNo^^<^^^ 
tbe handsome capital mt\i \iVvLA\ \vi>2^^ 
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embarked in commerce. His voyage 
generally been made with that zealov 
lingness so necessary to successful t 
and the months he had spent on shore 
most frequently appeared to him tediou 
uninteresting; but the last, which he 
made subsequendy to his marriage 
twelvemonths' absence from his homi 
worn tediously away; and his preseni 
spects of joining the feelings of a &tl 
those of a husband, had determined 
that the voyage he was now underts 
unless overruled by froward circumsti 
should be thQ last he would take. H 
longing to become a settled, d9me8tic 
the fortune he had already realized wai 
ficient to ensure independence, even 
large family, if he should chance to 
one; and he was not sufficiently mere 
to have a wish to scrape together for 
an unnecessary provision. 

The evening passed o£P pleasantly a 
cottage, and the young family slept sm 
beneath their comparatively humble ro 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE FARM-HOUSE. 



harms of i^ovelty are great; the at- 
nt of the ^oung Gardiners to their 
very strong; but notwithstanding 
wo incitements to become reconciled 
r difference of situation, there were 
tlungs in which they could not feel 
ise than awkward.' The exertions of 
D attached and faithful servants were 
atchful to prevent their feeling the 
more numerous attendants; yet there 
much necessarily to be done, that it 
possible they could receive one quar- 
the assistance to which they had been 
>med. The garden, though not large, 
id more than half the time of James, 
p it tolerably neat; and this, besides a 
' of other little out-of-doors occupa- 
prevented his having m\M^^fc^s^xt^\a 
' m the house ; awl it 3PMl^ '^^ ^»s^ 
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imagined that Newman had very little 
to give to attendance to the young ladi( 
to her needle: consequently, it was nece 
that the yoiuig ladies should learn to 
upon themselves; and more tlian this, ii 
necessary they should learn to make t 
selves useful in domestic affairs. The 1 
of Afr. Gardiner had made a com 
jchange in the prospects of every indiv 
in his family; and instead of its being a 
sideration to educate his children in 8U 
manner, that they might not unprofi 
employ tbe ample leisure offered tiies 
independence, it was now a question, ^ 
would be the best to adopt, in order 
they might secure themselves indepemdi 
through the medimn of their own exert 
Their education had hitherto been com 
ed on a most enlarged scale, and no exp 
had been spared to give them every ac 
tage likely to ensure its advancement. 1 
expences could now be no longer incu] 
and it was a point to be detenniiied, whe 
in stopping expence, it were also necei 
fo stop improvement. In ^iv^ <:^«v 
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e the boys were likely to gmi their 
loody would it be proper their minds 
d receive that poHsh^ and their iinder- 
ings that cultivatioii^ the plan already 
ted would naturally lead to? and for 
iris, would it be better to restrict their 
irements within such limits as should 
with the necessary employments of a 
. housewife? or should they be allowed 
»)ntinue those pursuits so generally 
ted in the present liberal fdan of educa- 
Mrs. Grardiner reflected upon the 
ms arguments to be offered on both 
I of the question; but she was not long 
stennining to secure to her children, as 
18 her own ability of instruction would 
Ay the means^ those attainments which 
t ever prove a source of gratification to 
nselves, and would, in all probability, 
^e useful in the advancement of their 
ent views in life. It was impossible for her 
leke a probable conclusion, as to what 
ienlar line her boys would now be 
ight up to: this, of course, \70\]\dL \^ vsl 

F 2 
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early consideration of their fathei 
must eventually depend on circum 
In regard to her girls, there seemed 
plan of respectable independence 
out for them; and to fit them for 
governesses she immediately deterir 
use all her exertions. 

To this end, there were faults 
Charlotte and in Isabel to correct; 
however reprehensible in their indi 
even in affluent cu'cumstances, were ] 
prove the sources of much real in< 
ence in subordinate situations of life 
occasional indolence and careless ina 
of Charlotte, and the vanity and f 
importance of Isabel, were both 
likely to prove sources of perpetual 
ness and inconvenience; and Mrs. G 
lost no time in reasoning with them s( 
upon the subject, and presenting h 
every motive which could induce t 
conquer any thing that was unamiable 
affection of both the girls prompted tl 
earnest assurances that they would b 
t/ung their mother ^sYieA-, axwJi vj" 
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impression occasioned by her tender injunc- 
tions lasted, the indolence of Charlotte, and 
the vanity of Isabel, seemed absorbed in 
their attention to their mother's wishes. 

Nor were the boys without faults, which 
it was particularly requisite they shoiild cor- 
rect. The pride of the studious and elegant- 
nunded Edward was but too likely to be 
constantly his tormenter, in his transactions 
^th the thousands who were likely to be 
his superiors in station; while the careless 
freedom of manner, and indifference to tlie 
opinions of others, which characterised the 
fiveiy John, however to be endured from iur 
dependence, were but ill-calculated to assist 
fte progress of a lad who was to work, by 
dint of attention and perseverance, through 
?wne fagging situation of life. 

The young people promised fairly, and 
tiieir general conduct was consistent with 
ftdr promises. But we shall see, in the 
Wtrse of our history, that no unpleasant 
™*lrit8 are entirely conquered in a moment; 
Wd our youn^*" readei's will be *\\\OL\xevi\ Vni 
^ not to be disheartened wwArm >^^^ 
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ilifficulties they may feel» in subduing 
propensities represented to them as um 
able: their first attempts may fail, but ; 
severance will obtain every thing. 

In the mean time, we will describe 
fanner's family, which occupied the Ik 
at the entrance of the chalk-pit, and w 
proved a satisfactory vicinity to the ii 
bitants of the cottage within; for, witi 
this, the situation would have been n 
too lonely to secure its inhabitants, noti 
standing the rural beauties in which it 
embosomed. 

Farmer Langford had rented his f 
from the proprietors of the Fleetwood 
perty, from the time of his marriage, w 
took place thirty-five years prior to the 
riod of which we are speaking. Res 
able, honest, and humane, he had 
brought up a numerous family; and 
sons, and as many daughters, had ah 
left the parental roof, to engage in re 
ble situations in life. But one amongs 
number^ (and the farmer blessed God f 
rare an occurrence,) had \>ee!u >sx&>t\\ 
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is was the eldest daughter, who had 
d a grocer in the adjoining market- 
3ut whose husband had fiuled in busi-* 
nd died in despondency, leaving her 
)w, with a family of children totally 
ided for. The poor mother, iii con- 
n weakly, and not very strong in under^* 
ig, could not bear up against the ac-^ 
ition of misfortune, ^nd quickly fot 
her husband to the grave: her chil"' 
"ere received, by the old people at the 
with parental fondness; and they now, 
16 only aunt remaining single, formed 
lily of the farmer. This aunt, a pret-^ 
ing woman, about nineteen years of 
as the pride and delight of the rustic 
and her time was fully occupied be- 
the cares of her dairy iaiid poultry, 
making up clothes for the three HU 
s of her sister. 

ras not long before the industry of 
Langford attracted the observation of 
lardiner, who, in her walks with her 
II, from and towards tiie e\\fi3&s.-'\i^ 
xarcely £iil tq notice t\ve d^SAJ^xsLVj 
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with which she was constanliy following 
occupations. Wlien the ladies, 
whom she looked as her bettei' 
spot where she might be standing, sli 
ways looked up, and dropped a hast] 
blushing courtesy; but she did not i 
herself to be hindeved, by stopping to 
after them; or indulge a curiosity, n 
would not have been unnatural, in Iblloi 
with her eyes, the flower-baskets of 
young ladies, as they wound round the 
gled foot-path which led from their 
retreat. Mary continued at her work, 
her cheerful countenance beamed with 
tent and happiness, 

Mrs. Gardiner had frequently, in 
nunbles through the fields, met the fa 
flnd bad joined in conversation with 
when their road lay the same way. 1 
doing, she wished to pay her tribute i 
spect to his character; and, at the 
time, to teach her children that dt 
for probity and respectability, in any slti 
in which it may be found, so UttJng 
BLpM^ &OBI the lughcat \a t^ \s%e^. 
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id not hitherto conversed with Mary: 
>table girl seemed always so actively 
that she was miwimng to break in 
ler time. 

i morning, however, as they were pass- 
wards, Isabel, whose curious observa- 
lad generally something td remark 
Vf ary's occupation, made a dead stbp, 
the little garden-wicket, as they pass- 
id her eyes eagerly followed the ope- 
she observed to be going on. One of 
i nieces was running with a lap-full of 
ling; anotherwas carryingabrokencup, 
Qmething Hke pap in it; the Httie one 
mning aftej*, with a pan of water; and 
herself appeared with a hen, which 
i endeavouring to struggle from her. 
wonder what she is going to do with 
n, mamma,** said Isabel: *'do stop a 

I. Gardiner and Charlotte now joined 
; and also stopping before the gate, 
looked up, and dropped her usual 
»j^ Her eyes sparUed V\\Vv ^eawax^N 
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and she looked as if slie wished to tw 
mgateil an to the occasion afhes delicti 

"You are very busy, tts usual," 
Mrs, Gardiner, with kindness. 

" Yes, Madam," replied Mary, 
another courtesy; and considering thi 
sufficient permissioii to impart her good 
she continued : " I have not )iad aiich a 1: 
ful brood. Ma'am, since mother gme i 
care of the poultry to me: I have gol 
teen, all healthy, strong chiL-ks;" at 
dien stooped to place the heii in t\u 
whicli had been prepared for her. 

"What, all frora one hen?" said' 
lotte, pressing forward tovrards the gftte 

" Yes, Miss, all," replied Mary, ap^ 
ing tlie group at the gate: " would y 
pleased to come in and look at thee^ 
continued she, lifting the latdi. 

The girls looked at their mutheti  
countenance assented to the pcopo 
and tliey directly crowded to tlie cm 
see the eldest of Uio liitJe girls turn t 
brood, one by one, from faet vin-afo 
ti flnt hen mt\>i& . * 
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admiration of the children was ex- 
[ in strong terms; and they had such 
7 of questions, to ask^ on the subject 
[try, that Mrs'. Gardiner feared their 
ned stay might encroach too much 
fary'f precious time. Mary, however, 
replied, that she. had nothing par- 
to do at present, but to feed the rest 
poultry; " and, perhaps," added she, 
3ung ladies and gentleman might like 
ny broods of ducks and turkeys." 
s, that we should," sud Isabel, start- 
lediately forwards. 
ly we, mamma?" said Charlotte. 
I had already bounded across the lit- 
ge, which separated the garden from 
olning paddock; and Mrs. Gardiner 

no objection, the rest of the party 
tmpanied Mary. 

ish we might keep poultry, mamma," 
larlotte, as they proceeded : " I should 
to have a brood of chickens to take 

H 

t 

' were quite sure that you nvovJA. V»ks. 

a 
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care of tliem," replied Mrs, Gardiner, "t 
should have no objection, at all, to sitoh V 
addition to our family; but I aiu feartiil thij 
after the novelty was over, your cl: 
might be neglected; and it i» quite impose 
ble that they shouUi be kept, unless jw 
take the entire management." 

"Oh, I should not wish to have theimi 
I could not take care of them myself 
£iiarlotte. 

" Might not I help you?" said Isi 
taking ber sister's hand. 

" Well, we shall see about it," sud 
Gardiner, who, obsei-ving tliat Maiy 
ford, surrounded by her feathery tril 
waiting till they should be nearei- 
het children fonvard. 

Mary exhibited a very fine show, 
turkeys and ducks ; and half an hour wa* 
very pleasantly, in seeing the various 
places prepared for all of them. Mrs. 
dinei then expressing her thiuiks to 
for her kindness, and promising, at 
guest, to pay anotlier yisit to her 
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Hproceeded in her walk with the young 
farty^ who had aU been well amused by the 
delay. 



CHAPTER VI. 
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!ir die evening, while the children were at tea 
Irith their mother, there was a little gentle 
at the door; and on its being opened by 
Mary Langford made her appear- 
accompanied by one of her little nieces, 
brought with her a duck and a hen^ and 
fitde girl had a basket of eggs. Mary 
Led and hesitated as she approached 
Grardiner, who went out to speak to 
tf and at length explained that she had 
aght a hen for one of the young \aA\&*&^ 
i duck Jbr the other, both vraatixvg Xo i^ 
r jaest of eggs for each . 
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The delight of the gurls was extren 
their impatience scarcely waited fo 
mother's permission to accept the pr 
present; when it seemed doubtful v 
the giver or the receivers were best si 
James was immediately dispatched fo 
straw^ to make a nest for each, and Ms 
requested to assist the little girls in 
the eggs. This she did with greai 
humour, after which Mrs. Gardiner ] 
her to sit down and take a cup of tea. 
for a long time refused, but at length s 
persuaded by Isabel to take a chair, 
she declined the tea; and little Sara] 
had been the bearer of the eggs, had 
jection to receive a large slice of cake. 
John good-naturedly fetched her fr< 
cupboard. 

During the . stay of Mary in the | 
Edward Gardiner had, unobserved 
rest of the party, retired from the roC 
had not been missed by his mother wl 
rung for James to remove the tea-traj 

'' Whexe is EdwaidY' ^SLvd Mri jG 



I 
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' other children, as James entered the 

i children looked at each other, for 
ad not before missed their brother, 
o you know where Master Edward is?" 
[rs. Gardiner to James, 
les hesitated and coloured; then re- 
he believed he was in the garden, and 
led out of the room. He did not re- 
or the bread and butter, but Newman 
instead, and the change excited Mrs* 
ner's curiosity. "Why did not James 
again?" she inquired of Newman, 
liy, if I must speak. Ma'am," said 
lan, "but I know James will be angry 
I, he wanted to hide the black lump in 
30 which Master Edward gave him." 
'ow?" said Mrs. Gagrdiner, much hurt: 
rard lift his hand against James ?" 
^y, I hope you will not be very angry 
ister Edward, Ma'am,^ said Newman, 
trembling in her eye at the possibility 
being punished; "but you know he 
did like conversing mt\i\u;& ^x&?^ssc&^ 
f ibe rest of the young gettAeSsJ8«i^ ^^'^ 

q2 •^ -< 
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know; so he came out of the parloi 
Mary Langford was asked to sit doi 
stole away down to the gate. Well, 
leaning with his back there, when 
went down to open it for Mary ; ar 
he was asked to move, he almost thi 
little girl down, he moved so roughly. 
James had shut the gate, he could i 
saying to Master Edward, It was a 
was not so gracious to his inferiors as 
ters and brother; and this offended 
that he directly gave James a gret 
with his fist. But I am sure, and so is 
that he is very sorry, for he burst out 
ing directly." 

During this explanation, Newman 
round and roimd the liighly-polishc 
over which she was leaning ; and wl 
ceased speaking, Mrs. Gardiner said 
sire Master Edward to come to me/' 

The young culprit, however, was . 

at the door, and James behind him, pi 

to accompany him into the room. Mi 

dinei-, however, desired both of the s 

to retire^ when she tkius aCidte^^^^^ 
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' I am quite astorashed, Sir," was Mrs. Gar- 
liner's beginningy in a tone of assumed se- 
rerity ; but the subdued countenance of ber 
K>n occasioned ber to alter her manner: 
^ I could not liave believed that I had a 
shild whose character exliibitcd such unami- 
able traits as yours has done thb evening, 
Eklward; and I can only say to you, that un- 
less you endeavour to correct your faults, 
you will stand a chance of forfeiting my good 
opinion and affection also/* 

Poor Edward burst into tears, and moved 
doBe to his mother's chair, while a sympa- 
thising drop trembled in the eyes of tlic rest 
of the young party. But all remained re* 
spectfully attentive to their mother. 

** These very unamiable traits," continued 

sbe, " have led you to the commission of two 

very great faults: in the first place, to treat 

with haughty unkindness a person from whom 

yourself and your sisters and brother were 

receiving a most good-natured act of civility ; 

Md in the second, it has betrayed you to an 

Ishibition of gbuiiig uigralilvvV^ ;a:cv^ ^asv- 

ftgftlemoiily iui'gctfuhics.s. Is ot^\\0cl^Va^\5i».^ 
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our (li9*erciice in station, circum»Uincc$ h 
laid every indmdual ofour family under oWi- 
gationsto tlic servant against whom youliive' 
lifted your hand; for you cannot be othemiM 
than aware, that to continue in our service he, 
has refused a situation, which to him v 
have been an independence; anddiatS 
sakes he undertakes, for a very triiiingq 
neration, the most menial offices, whi 
was at his option to have done little i 
thing, with a handsome salary." 

"Yes, I know it, mamma; I know it'| 
said Edwai-d, still sobbing; " and I 
1 love James, and would not wish to ] 
him. I told luin so, indeed ; but I ' 
passion, and did not know what I did." 

" And while you aie in a passion," 
replied Mrs. Gardiner, "you may str 
of your siKters, or your brother, or inys« 
well as poor Jumes; and you may inl 
injury upon us, likely to be more Ustingi 
the black lump on his face." 

"No, I am sure I should not do j 
vnanmia; at least 1 hope I should not,*^ 
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Edward: " but I felt so angry at being re^ 
proved by James." 

"I acquit James of every thing like pre- 
sumptioQ in the remonstrance he used with 
you," said Mrs. Gardiner; "he never ap- 
pears to forget the distance which his situa- 
tion requires of him; nor to think that his re- 
maining with us at this time would prove any 
excuse for undue liberties, on his part I 
think I can answer for James having ad- 
dressed you with propriety: his remarkj 
if made respectfully^ was natural, from one 
who served your father and mother before 
your birth, and who, I beUeve, feels an inter^- 
est for all of you, very different from that of 
SL common servant" 

**No: indeed, Manuna, James spoke very 
kindly, and I only was to blame," said £d- 
werd, pressing close to his mother, but not 
venturing to indulge his feelings by throwing 
his arms round her neck. 

'^ I am willing to think you are sorry for the 
unpleasant occurrence which has happened," 
said Mrs. Gardiner, repressing {ox ^ ^ew istf^- 
nteats the wish she felt to pre^ Vvet XiViki^ V>^ 
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in her arms; ^' but it is not alone sufficient, 
after the commission of a fault, to feel sorrj; 
something besides is necessary, and this I 
tliink you have a sufficient sense of justice to 
perceive." 

'^ I did beg James's pardon, mamma,** said 
Edward; ''and he said he was sure he 
thought nothing at all about it." 

''James is a kind-hearted fellow, and can- 
not bear to see any of you in trouble, partko- 
larly if he fancies liimself the occasion of it," 
said Mrs. Gardiner; ''but he is not the onl] 
person you have offisnded.** 

" I have offended God, mamma," said the 
little boy with a hesitating and tremUinf 
voice, and laying his head on his mother*! 
shoulder. 

Mrs. Gardiner could no longer resist he 
emotion, and she tenderly kissed the fore 
head of her child. " Yes, you are right, m 
child," said she; "but I was at that momei 
alluding to Mary Langford, whom you cei 
tainly treated with rudeness, and to whom 
will be necessary to offer an apology." 
A more disrelishing task co>M xvov. \« 
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a bnposed upon poor Edward, for it lA- 
ered most nearly with his prominent foi- 
He made, however, no resistance, and 
s. Gardiner kindly offering to be his com- 
ion to the farm-house, his hat was soon 
ained, and they went out together, 
hey had not proceeded far before they came 
ight of th^ objects of their pursuit, who were 
ted on the stile which separated the pro- 
ty of the farmer from the plantation of the 
lamented cottage. Immediately on per- 
ving Edward, Mary Langford rose from 
i stile^ and directed Sarah to get out of 
i way ; and the Uttle girl, bearing fully in 
nd the rudeness of the Uttle gentleman at 
i cottage gate, needed not a second direc- 
n to clear the way with the utmost expe- 
bii. 

*Do not let us displace you," said Mrs. 
rdiner to Mary, who was moving onwards; 
ijjr little boy and I came in pursuit of you, 
he wishes to beg your pardon for his 
[eness to-you when you left my house just 

Ob! SsLrali did not mind \t» \ am «i»«i 
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'JfiSim," said Miiry with the titniosl| 
huinourt "and Master (jardiner i 
mean to hurt her, I dare say. 1 oi 
Sony yoa should think any thing of iL"i 

" 1 beg your pardon, Marj'," said ] 
placing liis hand Iii liers, and looking^ 
iRucli aslianied of himself. 

Mary kindly begged tliat he would t 
more about it; and Mrs. Gardiner t 
that she hoped he never would forget h 
so completely again, the parties separated 
each retired to their respective homeA 
die course of the evening Mrs, Mord 
strolled in, and chcerfiibiess and i 
were agaiu restored to the young grou^ 
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A Tzvr days afier tliis, while all the 
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itli thdr mother, their attention was attract- 
d by the sound of voices approacliing very 
ear the house. A feeling of curiosity was 
istantly evident throughout the circle ; but 
tone ventured to leave the table but John, 
rho, with an irresistible impidse, started up, 
ind flew to the window which overlooked the 
rfld part of the chalk-pit open to the passing 
bot-passenger. 

'' Such nice-looking girls/* said John, as he 
melt upon the window-seat; *' and so smart !'* 

Isabel was on the point of rising to see 
ihe smart girls ; but Mrs. Gardiner's rather 
iharp rebuke to John, for allowing his atten- 
tion to be so idly diverted, prevented her 
loing so, and brought John back to his 
place. 

" I wish I could make your attention as 
bmovable as Charlotte's and Edward's," 
laid Mrs. Gardiner, ^^ while you are engaged 
with your books. You never will make any 
fngress, while you permit yourselves to be 
^ easily diverted from what you are doin^J' 
jl^riiis remark occasioned a gewex^^XN.^^- 

f' H 
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tion, ami a (lead silence ensued; wKei 
few minutea, the party were again dist 
by the noise of banuners and cliiaelq 
workmen were employed in piclung 
from the rock. Every now and then, 
lecdon of stones iteeined tumbling do^ 
shelving bank, and penis of laughter i 
ponied every rattling handfid. 

The children were all somewhat ilista 
and John and Isabel could scarcely 
from moving. They watched the i 
nance of their mother, who was busi{ 
ployed with her needle, but they couU 
in it no permission to be idle; and tlieil 
tberefbte, again were li.'Led upon their la 

Presently a louder crash was heanl 
was foUowed by another tit of laughtt 
John and Isabel, no longer able to n 
their sympathetic merriment, joined $i 
tins hearty expression of gladness. 

Mrs. Gardiner again looked up, inoi 
fix the attention of her children, b 
could not herself withhold a smile. 

"Do lei us go and aee viliat thi 
ViL. ^ . M 
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ling, mamma,*' said Isabel, encouraged b^ 
is smile. 

** May we just go for a moment to the edge 
Tthe underwood/* said John, rising hastily 
I he spoke, and moving towards the door. 
'' You may go for five minutes,*' said Mrs. 
rardiner; ''but do not go near enough to 
itrude upon the ^strangers, or interfere vrith 
lieir occupations, whatever they may be.'* 
John and Isabel were already out of the 
Dom. ''Do you wish to go, my love?*' said 
Irs. Grardiner to Charlotte. 
Charlotte was contented with takkig a 
ep at the window, for there was a reserve 
her disposition which shrunk from the ob* 
ra&m of strangers; and Edward, whose 
lie attention was then fixed upon a difii- 
Latin lesson, did not even stir from 
able. 

hn and Isabel rather exceeded their 

linutes, and when they did return, it was 

V request that the term of their absence 

be extended ; for '^ it was such fun, and 

ere such mce girls; and \«aVi^xoaicL^ 

shammer and chisel too," 



/ 



" They looked up and talked to 
mamma," said Jolui; "iind I think 
mired hei' very much," added he, 
candy lowering liis voice; "for they 
peKed to each other nbaut her, 
i^eeined very anxious she should come 
and assitt." 

*' And what can they be knockh 
chuUt to pieces for?" suid Charlotte, 
be anxious by Isabel's repi-esentatii 
Oh, they are looking for curiositi 
plied Isabel, eagerly i " and they sa 
are a great many, and I should so 
go and help them." 

" I am awre they have found one 
Edward, drily, " if they have met wttj 
Isabel." 

•" And I Jtm swre they did not tfaii 
on-.-," tartly replied Isabel, at tlie 
tlirowing her bright hiiir off her fbrebu 
" No, tliDt they did not," tiaid Jobji 
was his sister Isabel's constant comp 
and admirer : " I am sure tliey 
jnach ph&seA with her, aivd" 
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>rt of impressdon made by Isabel/' 
*d Mrs. Gardiner; "and I wisb, my 
hildren^ you were not ao apt to in- 
in these little recriminating remarks* 
"e qnitc aware, Isabel, that, situated 
ure, it is not convenient to me to form 
w acquantainces; therefore, I hope 
11 express no dissatis&ction, when I 
1 1 would rather you did not return to 
dk-pit at present. I had no idea of 
}ing otherwise than observe the young 
at a distance, or should not have al- 
^ou to go out at all." 
* Isabel did not receive this disaj9tK>inl- 
inte as placidly as she might have done ; 
"s. Gardiner took no notice of the tran- 
loud which overspread her features, 
the time she was taking ofFher tippet 
>ves; and a smile of good-humour was 
d to her countenance, as she replaced 
by her mother's elbow, 
little strife with inclination was not 
«d by Mrs. Gardiner: hex tcukkdsskXk^ 
fW8 particularly kind and ^L\|^{}x^^^cB%^ 
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and, when the books were close< 
told the ytHing people all to fetch thei 
nets, for it was hev intention to take tl 
Keetwood. 

This Infomiation produced geneial 
fnction; and all were in preparation, 
Isabel appeared with a liirge hand-t 
under the weight of wluch her slendl 
was inuch inconvenienced. 

" And what are you purposing tc ill 
that basket, dear Isabel?" said Mrsd 
diner, in some surprise. 

Jsabel was not sorry to take tin 
whidi ati answer to this inquiry opei 
opportunity for: and placing lier bui 
the ground* she looked at her sister, 

Cliarlotte blutilied. " I thought, pi 
inpmma," satd she, " we might ak 
something curious; so I begged Isa 
prepare a bosket." 

" Well, I iuivc no abjection to yoB 
iRg geological researches, as weU w 
young people," siiid Mrs. Gardiner, s 
"bat 1 tniist decline l\ie nlXeniatwts 
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br the purpose: we must get something of 
i lighter description than this to work with.'* 
\ndf as she spoke, Mrs, Gardiner took from 
the basket a very large hammer, which had 
been begged from James. 

''But at present let us proceed in our 
walk^" said Mrs. Gardiner, *^ and Mrs. Mon- 
tefort may, perhaps, assist you in your pre- 
parations; for Captain Montefort has made 
very large collections of minerals, and she 
herself is not entirely ignorant on the sub* 
jcct." 

The young people proceeded onwards; 
bat, instead of taking the regular path, made 
a Uttie diversion to the rugged spot, where, 
a few hours before, the strokes of feeble 
hammers had so much engaged their atten- 
tion. The quick eye of John was attracted 
by the bright shining of some sparkling sub- 
stance, and he eagerly obtiuned possession 
of the treasure. 

" Wliat can it be 2" exclaimed all the chil- 
dren at once. 

**Cry8tab, of some sort" Te^\ei\ "^x^* 
JartUnvr; '' but I cannot AcicvTVt >X. \vi«t^'* 
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however, take care of it, and you may Ic 
perhaps, more about it at Fleetwood. 

" What did you mean by geolcffical, 
now, mamma," said Edward, who had t 
thinking it over, ever since his mother 
made use of the word some little time 
fore. 

'^ It is an adjective from Geology,*' rep 
Mrs. Gardiner; ^^and Geology means i 
science which 'embraces the study of 
earth in general; of its plains, hilb, 
mountains ; and of the relative positioni 
the masses of which they are conqpos 
I give its definition in the woixls of a ge 
gist, or a professor of geology, that I i 
commit no error on a subject in which I 
so little conversant. And does this mal 
intelligible to you!" 

'^Not quite, mamma," replied Edwi 
** for that seems to make it Uke geograj 
and I thought they were different things. 

** Perfectly different, my love," rep 
Mrs. Gardiner: ''as different as the 
rangements of art and n&toie g^^ustdbj 
la geology f you must xcmetotoex iaa» 
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ean the natural formations of the earth, or 
le features it bears unassisitied by man; and 
lis will be evident to you, when your bear 
1 mind how impossible it would be for his 
[reatest power to alter, in any manifest de- 
pree, the appearance of hills, plains, and 
Dountains: but geography affects more the 
abours of man; inasmuch as it relates to the 
Btaation of country, division of territory, 
md national distinctions; in all' of which, 
am has been an agent, although a very sub- 
ordinate one." 

''I understand, mamma,'* said Edward, 
"and thank you for the explanation. But I 
luiye one more question to ask: are Geology 
md Mineralogy exactly the same?" 

" No," replied Mrs. Gardiner: " Geology 
caches the general construction of the 
iarth; Mineralogy has for its object the 
fud^ qf mvneral bodies in particular.'^ 

" Now I must tUank you for tlie exact de- 
mtioh of mmeraly if you please, mamma," 
lid Edward. 

" You uiidei^tand the meataxv^Q^l^^ss^^^ 
jrou notr said Mrs. Gatd^net. 
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A general assent was given to this. 
« And miner?" 

** One that works in a mine,** quickly 
plied Isabel. 



" And what meaning can you, from 
a£5x to the word minerali Eldwaid?" 

'^ Any substance coming from a mine." 

<<Yes;' replied Mrs. Gardiner: *'iSam 
fore, generally speaking, all substances dm 
out of the earth are minerals.*' 

*^ I should so like to have a collecticmc 
minerals/' said Charlotte. 

'^ I have no other objecdoni*' replied Mr 
Gardiner, ** than a fear that pursuits of tli 
sort might interfere with more necessary o< 
cupations. For we must constantly bear i 
mind, my dear children, that your time 
not likely to be at your own disposal; an 
therefore, that it will be useless to acqiu 
tastes which may prove to you consta 
sources of mortification. I object to nothii 
likely to lead to your admiration of the wo 
derfiil works of nature, and, through the 
to an increasing reverence for the Creator 
w much beauty and vmets \ \j\A» «a»» 
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I are, they must be made subordinate 
ny other employments." 
s young people all promised that the 
sed plan of geological pursuit shofttld 
lessen their assiduity in the proi^efea- 
f more important objects of attention; 
le remainder of the walk to Fleetwood 
Bssed in arrangements relating to the 
dtion of the quantities of curiosities they 
ted to gain possession o£ Where they 
to keep them was a question of some 
nt; for they had very little room for un* 
tary additions, in any part of the house; 
Vfrs. Gardiner fairly told them, that 
ippearance of disorder or mitidiness 
be paid for by the forfeiture of their 
^les. 

ny places were suggested, but that of 
was most generally approved of, the 
tioh of a little cabinet; and as he had 
hitig of a mechanical turn, this was 
to be executed with ease, 
have not the slightest objection to 
said Mrs. Gardiner*, ^^ aad. «i& \ ^sil* 
^ ^our collection yrSS, \xt ^onve ^qkd^^ 
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in gathering, the tardy execution o 
piece of furniture will not be of ver 
importance." 

Jf Oh, I wiU begin it this evenings 
nta^** said John, eagerly, and study! 
mother's countenance, to discover th< 
meaning of what she had said* 

" And be tired of it before noon i 
row," repBed Mrs. Gardiner, cooQy, *' 
were of the hen-coop, which you under 
make; which you have neglected, 
finished; and which, perhaps, will be : 
ed for the chickens to-morrow momin 

Johnblusfied and hung his head, 
walked a few paces, in silence, by tl 
of his mother. 

^^ You more than half-finished the 
I believe," said Mrs. Gardiner, ^^th 
morning you commenced it; and, I r 
ber, seemed so interested in your o 
tion, that none of the enti^eaties of 
could draw you to a game of play: y 
peared almost angry, at last, that she i 
have a wish to claun any of your attc 
mid told ber, as you Vfere e\o?^o>jeiaL 
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k was unkind in her to attempt to draw you 
sway. It appears now, however, that it was 
the delight of something new that engrossed 
your thoughts, and not any very particidar 
desire to please or assist me." 

" Will you allow me to return and finish 
it now, mamma?" said John,, gently sMing 
his hand within his mother's arm.' a tear at 
the same time trembling in his e* 

" This &cility of execution, but variable* 
ness of will, my dear boy," said Mrs. Gar- 
. diner, shaking her head, as she affection- 
stdy pressed the hand of her son, ^^will 
piore to you most mortifying inconveniences, 
M you advance in life : they are even l^uch 
at present. You are now, I plainly see, im- 
|_ comfortable, that you have not accomplished 
what you had promised me you would per- 
&nn; and you would have been much more 
^ if, on the appearance of the chickens, to- 
iiorrow, there had been no shelter provided 
ijlir; them. But of infinitely greater impor- 
|oe will it be to you, as you advance in 
Zf when your credit, nay, eNexi ^^^ft«:^% 
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your bread, jnay depend, not only in yot 
facility in plamung, but on your steadinei 
in executing the schemes you undertake. 

John attended to all his mother said; an 
kissing the hand which was pressed on hi 
promised to exercise a larger share of pa 
sevMmce* . The quick eye of Isabel nm 
discovereOf rs. Montefort, through the in 
derwood Wfi, distance, and the young pait; 
soon surrouided their friend* 



CHAPTER Vni. 



THE TRAVERS FAMILY* 



Mrs. Montefort was walking, with i 
intention of visiting the chalk-pit. SB 
had on that day received a letter from hi 
husband, who was very inquisitive in geoi 
^bo/ researches ; and wYio \v3iA. ^\Tes^ft^'^ 
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> a spot, about two or three miles from 
er home, where, he had been informed^ 
liere were many shells, and other fosdle re- 
nains, to be met with. Though unacquaint- 
ed with the newly-awakened ardour of her 
jTOong fiiends, in the same pursuit, she 
thought that, in all probability, they^ikuld 
like the drive thither; therefore, after order- 
ing the barouche, she was goj^Phera^ to 

fetch them. ^F JMI 

On hearing the incident wUh |^given 
the Gardiners a wish for a little groping, 
Mrs. Montefort said she also must come to 
the chalk-pit on the same embassy; but as 
every thing was ready for the more distant 
oljects of pursuit, if agreeable to Mrs. Gar- 
diner, they wodd now proceed as she first 
proposed. 

" Do you know who the young people are, 
who excited so great an interest in some of 
-mt" said Mrs. Gardiner, as she took Mrs. 
Hontefort's arm, and her children went on 

fl^«" Their name is Trayeta,'* tc^^'^&». 
Mmtefort: '^ their father is a xaaxi ^S. xsAfe 
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pendent property, living on one a 
estates in the noghbourhood; 
themselves, are the most eccen 
know. Thc^ are brought up vi 
for every masculine pursuit, wh 
ready made them bold, impudent 
pritfRg; they all scamper after 
hare with the utmost ardour an 
ditcl]^ or ilBe-barred gate is no i 
jess; and long befo 
, in everything 
they wiH be totally unlike their se 

"What a strange infatuation! 
Gardiner; " and can a motht 
see" ™ - - 

" Unfortunately Uiey have m 
TUpted Mn. Mtmtefort; "nor ai 
Tiuax &thei, as he says, wants c 
and, as he has no boys, his girls 
to supply their place, and acq 
which may capacitate tliem for 
gence of his whims." 

" And how are they naturaikf 
inquired Mrs. Gardiner: " have ; 
^uaintance with them!" 
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''eg/' replied Mfs* Montefort, ''they 
Jid then spend a day with me, when I 
1 the country: their father is an old 
I of the M ontefort fiunily, and I cannot 
88 than ask them occasionally to my 
. I do not find them onpleasant; fcnr 
are so little accustomed to see any 
of females, that I belieye they feel 
restraint when thrown inte tlieir so- 
I and I am much mistake* i^ in the 
! set, there is not a much greater por- 
)f amiable feeling than is allowed to ap« 
generally." 

they here arrived on the top of an 
t they had just been mounting, Mrs. 
efort aikl Mrs. Gardiner stopped to 
breath, and turned round to view the 
iful sweep of country behind them. 
There they are, at this moment," ob- 
d Mrs. Montefort. 

¥here," said Mrs. Gardiner, turning 
ly to the spot where her friend ]iointed. 
rherfe, yonder, just by the edge of the 
. Two of them have jViaV. \\>3CK5^^Ss^sk 

i2 
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THE TRATESS FAHTLY. 



a boat, and the other has jus 
them. Now they are pushed off," 

" Impossible !" said Mrs, Gardin 
bare no attendant," 

" Tbdi- fetber will alloir them 
turned Mrs. Montefbrt: " he say 
old enough to shift fot themselve! 
must leam to do so." 

" About what age are they?' 
Mrs, GanHner, with a sigh; fot 
nal bosom could not see such i 
erery thing lite propriety, withoi 
feeling of sympathy. 

"The eldest is between sevei 
eighteen, I think," said Mrs.' I 
and the youngest, who is by &i 
amiable, and moat like a woman, is 
than Charlotte," 

Isabel here came running baci 
them, 

" John says, mamma, he is sure 
^1a in that boat : they are not, 
added she, in a tone of doubtfid in 

"■ The/ are, indeed, my dear 1 
replied Mrs. Gaidiner; "but ^q 
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szpiess your surprise* They are the Mi 
Prayers, the young ladies who paid a\ 
p our chalk-pit this momiiig, and who 4 
^ery much to be pitied." 

**Why, I think they seem very happ, 
mamma," replied Isabel: ^^they seem to b 
llways amusing themselves, and doing wha 
they like." 

" Neither of which, I fear, will secure 

Oieir happiness or respectability," repUed 

Mrs. Gardiner: ''study and employment 

iharpen our relish for leisure and amuse- 

tient, as you have been frequently brought 

I acknowledge; and you will I tliink allow 

so, that, when left to plan your own pur- 

'ts, you never do it so satisfactorily as 

en they are arranged for you." 

You have always something to answer, 

very thing," replied Isabel, with great 

-humour; '' and can always prove, in 

nent, that you are right, and I wrong, 

la." 

vm thankful, my sweet girl," answered 
-ardmcr, with a kiss, « l\:k3dX ^wx ?£>»«• 
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position is so open to the slightest i 
tion of ertor." 

*^ The Misses Travers hare not € 
mother as you, Isabel,'' said Mrs. Moi 
taking the other hand of her little fav 
** or they might have been very di£&rei 
what they are: at present their maim* 
such, that they are stared at by evei 
but admired and loved by none." 

The idea of not being loved and ad 
was sufficient to ^convince Isabel she 
not wish to resemble the Misses Travel 
she had not yet seen enough of them to 
from her own observation, that this w 
sitively their case. 

The party now aiiived at Jleetwoo 
the carriage having just driven up 
door, they were soon seated, and oi 
road to the neighbouring chalk-pit. 



i' 
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CHAPTER IX. 



GEOLOGICAL RESEARCHES. 




*BK repository of curiosities to which Mrs. 

lontefort now introduced her young friendsi 

las, perhaps^ even more picturesquely situa^- 

than the spot in which their present resi- 

was fixed. Neither ornament nor cul- 

had been allowed to interfere with 

te playful dispositions of nature : excepting 

'lere the pickaxe and shovel of the chalk- 

tgers had been at work, she remained un« 

ruded on, and undisturbed. Their exca- 

cms, though mode without design, formed 

' appropriate breaks in the limestone* 

8, of which the sides were composed;" al- 

\g the effect of light and shade amongst 

nequal and craggy fissures, and opening 

oient chasms for the intervention of 

ag vegetation. On one side it rose 

perpendicularly, and uivttacX.«\^5 T>a%- 

a height of somehundxed^oil^^V^ 
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snd it was to the bottom of tk 
the curioug resorted, to obtaii 
their cabinets. The men wi 
nately, at work, and the younj 
cd around them,' anxiously 
strokes which were to lay opei 
thin^ they were seeking, 

" Remember," said Alra. G 
drawing back the eager Isabel 
Mcmtefort who came to ben 
botira of the chalk-diggera, an 
if you crowd around them, sht 
of obtaining what she wishes.' 

"Oh, we shall give all w 
Montefort," replied John, alv 
an excuse for his darling Isab 

" And how shall you know 
any, my dear young knigh 
Montefort, placing her arm oi 
of the smiling boy, and kissii 
sun-burnt cheek. 

" Oh! I had forgotten &t 
but any thing that shines '. 
would like." 

"I will reaga aU d^m lo 
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I 

»** replied Mrs.. Montefortj " for that is 
; the object of my pursiiit.*' 
'You will not resim that, I dare say," 
1 John, starting ^^^gerly forward as a beau- 
il duster of crystals fell from the rock. 
*It is yours if jjou wish for it," replied 
8. Montefort: ^'Ihave many specimens as 
idsome, or even handsomer than that. 
t do you know what it is?'* 
'No; but it is very beautiful." 
*It is quartz, or rock-crystal," rejoined 
«• Montefort, '' and occurs in larger or 
aller quantities amongst all flints. This is 
andsome piece, and appears more so, per- 
38, to you, because it is a novelty. But if 
I continue to turn your attention towards 
you wiU be surprised at the frequency 
b which you will meet with even more 
IHant pieces, and wonder that they never 
ated your observation before* You can- 
. follow the labours of a stone-breaker in 
common turnpike-road, when the sun is 
ning on his work, without being daxded. 
Ae bnlliant masses his liammfix e^v^^i^^ 
wrriew/' 
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As much delighted as astonii 
dren continued with their eyes 
wpoa the clusters of limeatot 
precipitated by the strokes oft 

"Will you thank me or n( 
Montefort to Mrs. Gardiner, 
the flame which the Travers 
in my young firiends V 

" Oh ! thank you, certwnly,'' 
Gardiner: "I seize on even 
of gaining information for the 
ness; and am always pleasec 
amusements are of a nature t 
pcovement at the same time." 

"In my opinion," ohserred 
forte, " the more pursuits of f 
people are led to delight in, tl 
sire SM the remedies you p: 
idleness and the abuse of time 
can amuse herself for an hoi 
chalk-pi^ or in picking a flc 
and endeavouring to find its na 
may occasionally be subject 
satile £vm the dissipated an<S 
I J^am convinced that whUe s* 
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Aiese tastes, she is treasuring in her mind a 
lelish for enjoyments which wiU always atone 
bo her for the absence of more flattering, but 
less satis&ctory relaxations." 

* '' I can have but one objection to the pur- 
mit," observed Mrs. Gardiner, ^' and that is, 
k fear lest it should give any disrelish for the 
nore common occupations of life.'* 

• "It it only when the fancy is allowed to 
imge at large, and unconstrained," replied 
Mrs. Montefort, ''that it yields so undue an 
-ascendency. If early taught to feel that in- 
dinatiaa must ever be subservient to duty, 
however hard at first the lesson, it is never 
hapossible to learn it. It always has been 
your maxim with your children, that what 
ahey Kke is nothing, what they oi/igki to do 
eter^ thing; and I cannot conceive Aat you 
iriU have much difficulty in teaching your 
girk that they must mend stockings as well as 
■mnige stones; or your boys, that pounds, 
-sUDings, and pence must be objects of 
Ipneater attention, than the compositioiv <^{ ^ 
0ok or the stratification of a movxtklLWxr 

K 
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Mrs. Gardiner smiled at this rema: 
their conversation was here interru; 
Charlotte, whose attention had been i 
on the progress of the men, withou 
for an instant diverted by the £requen 
nations of Isabel and her brothers 
beautiful things they had found. S 
between her linger and thumb a dd 
formed bivalve shell, and, with an eyi 
light, the silently presented it to Mrs. 
forL 

" Ahi that is one of the very iMnj 
tain Montefort is so anxious to obtaii 
Mrs. Montefort; ^^and how came y 
dear Charlotte, to make so good a gu< 

"Why I thought," said Charlol 
heart palptating with pleasure, " I w 
I had heard of shells being found in 
pits, and I just thought it might be w 
wanted." 

- "Well, I am very much obliged to 3 
dear girl," said Mrs. Montefort: " 
keep this shell for your sake, and tl 
jTQu see you must keep (ox irnxv^ " 

Ob! I hope I shaW soou ^w^i ^ 



ffi 
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tattd Charlotte, and immediately retuhied to 
her post by the men. 

. *' And all this time, while I thought Char- 
ktte was standing like a dunce/' said John, 
** and not choosing to be interested about 
what we were lookmg after, she was in search 
ff the very thing that Mrs. Montefort wished 
fpr, and had the luck to find it too.'* 

''And how often this is the case/* observed 
9ir&. Garduier ; ^' yet I have difficulty enough 
to convince you, even with proof before you, 
of what infinite advantage this quiet perse- 
verance isj over bustling eagerness and 
buwy." 

''But for once bustling eagerness has been 
ipoeessfttli" said Isabel, conscious that the 
kat observation was as applicable to her aa 
lo John: "look what a beauty S't-^ijldded she^ 
pressing her laughing face agaiiftt her mo- 
feil«r*8, and exhibiting the sliell. 

Mrs. Gardiner felt half inclined to chide 
ibe pertness with . which Isabel's good-hu- 
aaur was occasionally alloyed ; but the warm. 
embrace with wliich, on tlie ioDLoNsfv^?^ xaa.- 
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ment, the treasure was presented to Char-' 
lotte, closed her half-opened lips. 

'^ I am glad I found the next, for the plea- 
sure of giving it to you,'* said she, as she pv6^' 
sented it to her sister. 

''I shall value it as your gift,** 
Charlotte, just allowing herself time to Idtf' 
the cheek of Isabel, and then continuing her 
eager look out. 

''But how is it these shells are fimni 
here?" inquired Edward, who seemed t» 
have been studying the question some tone 
before it 3vas asked: " the sea is not near ui^ 
the river is at some distance, and how could 
these shells have been conveyed hither!** 

'' How, but by an Almighty hand, my dear 
boy?" replied Mrs. Montefort : '' as shdl-fishi 
of which there are very many species, are tbs 
natural inhabitants of the sea, it isobvioosto 
conclude that the sea once covered the paxto 
of the earth where they are now fotuid in 
such abundance; and that, on the recess of 
the sea, they were left in the earth, jgnd gra- 
/Jz/^/ became incorporated mVklv" 
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^ You remember the account of the deluge 
in the Bible?" asked Mrs. Gardiner. 

"Oh, yes," replied Edward; "but do you 
drnik these shells have been here ever since 
that, mamma?" 

"I entertain no doubt of it," replied Mrs. 
Churdiner. 

"The whole earth is full of collections of 
sheik," observed Mrs. Montefort, " some of 
one sort and some of others, as they partake 
of the different kinds of eartli amongst which 
they are thrown. These are in chalk, and 
therefore bear a near resemblance to chalk; 
but some are found in marble, and some in 
spar. In fact, there are so many different 
sorts, that, without a book, I am not sufficient- 
ly conversant with the subject to give you 
much information. But on our return to 
Fleetwood, remind me of it, and I will lend 
yodx a book that shall extend your know- 
fedge." 

Eklward expressed his thanks, and was 
very careful not to i*etum to the cottage 

witliout the proflercd loan. 

•-. t' If *j 
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The men having now struck inta 
bed of shells, the young people ftnind 
employment in filling the baslcuts wliici 
Montefort's footman had prepared ft 
collection; and sufficient having betai 
obtained) it was proposed to return t 
caniage. The footman and John 
charge of the baskets, and went on 1 
the rest of the party, when presently 
reappeared, and running very fast to 
the group just proceeding from the i 
pH, he eagerly exclaimed : " GipstesI 
des! Such a gang of gipsies!" i 

Isabel turned pale, and creeping up I 
mother, slid her hand into hers. 

"You little goose," said John, obi 
the alarm of his sister; "andM'hat ha 
you think the gipsies will do to youf" 

" I do not wish to justify Isabel's rail 
fearffj-John," observed Mrs. Gardiner; 
1 do not consider it very kind in you U 
them into jest. Gipsies are an idle, w« 
ing set of people," continued she, oddn 
her little glrh; "and out hen-roogt 

ire J hioueDriy. 1 ^K faewj'i 
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tic depredations ; but, generally speaking, 
t robberies they commit are of a petty na- 
re, and their situation should claim our 
y rather than excite our dread." 
''I do notknow why they should excite our 
y, either," said John : " they always seem 
me to be a merry, joyous set; and their 
tndering life, in summer, I should think must 
I delightful" 

"Hilarity and merriment certainly very 
iquendy appear in the midst of their mot- 
f group," replied Mrs. Gardiner; ^' but 
len we consider that this mirth, and indeed 
eir very necessities, are supplied by the 
Dstant practice of dishonesty, and the 
Dtempt of every duty of society, it certainly 
enough to move our pity for such thought- 
s and libertine creatures." 
As the party had continued moving they 
IT came in view of the tattered tribe, wlijcli 
1 claimed the attention of John, J|l£i 
imed the fears of Isabel. The cavalcade 
B a very numerous one, and consisted of 
sons of both sexes and o{ «SSl ^^\ ^i^svsik; 
• ctasjf iuikcr s cart, diaviu>»^ ^i \Rwa. * 
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ragged foresters; some on bare-boned do 
keys; the infants of the party in paiinia 
slung across the backs either of women» or 
the stubborn, though much«enduring anin 
before mentioned; and foot-stragglers, tl 
petitioners for ahns, the tawny diven in 
futurity, or the tutored practisers of flyii 
pilfering, were scattered here and there m 
every wliere, from the beginning to the a 
of the swarthy crew. 

Isabel pressed close to her mothefi ai 
Charlotte, on being addressed by a handsa 
black-eyed lass^ with a request to be told li 
fortune, sought the protection of Mrs. Mom 
fort's arm. John himself did not feel qn 
at ease, for the whole party passed tb 
close. He was for returning into the leo 
of the chalk-pit, and actually ran back^ i 
mindful of the remonstrance of Mrs. Mon 
fort, for his chicken-hearted loss of couraj 

He presently, however, returned, sayi 
that the men were all gone ; and Mrs. G 
diner entreating him not to be so fodU 
feai-ful, they stood quietly upon a bank. 
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w ample space for the passage of the 
idering tribe. 

rhey had all passed nearly out of sight, 
i our party were arrived at the carriage, 
m a general sensation of alarm was felt at 
seeing Edward among them. The 
ing people looked at each other. Mrs. 
rdiner^s colour changed rapidly, but she 
erved that he must have stopped behind 
some flower or stone, and apologized to 
8. Montefort for his making the carriage 
t 

'Do not gipsies sometimes steal children, 
nma?" said Isabel, in a trembling tone of 

^Not very often, I believe, my love," re- 
d her mother: ''who can have put these 
cies into your head, my child?" 
ifrs. Gardiner, indeed, had no fear of Ed- 
d^s having been haimed by the gipsies, 
she recollected having heard him express 
ish to ascend the perpendicular c£fF; and 
loughit was vety seldom that he ventured 
ict against her wishes, s\\e «i\nvo%\. ^^"dsv.^ 
tatural xnquisitivenesa Yvad V«n»5^ft^^Ea«^ 
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to transgresfl her injunctions, and • 
himself to danger. 

Mrs. Montefbrt desired the footman 
turn to the chalk-pit; but before he 
reach it, Edward appeared in sight, n 
and panting for breath, and with wh 
peared to be a bundle of rags in his ar 

^'I have been running after the 
with this little thing," said Edward, 
placed the bundle on the gross, and sai 
quite out of breath beside it; " but I 
overtake them; and the child screan 
loud when I was running after thei 
seemed so pleased when I turned bad 
I am afraid they use it ill, and have lef 
hind them on purpose. 

Aware of the uigustifiable feeling o: 
which sometimes obscured the more a 
traits in her son's character, Mrs, Gi 
could scarcely help smiling at the dirt 
die he had been pressing to his. bos 
more delightful sensation, however, fc 
this first propensity to amusement, and 
of pleasure foUowed thecoi\N\etv(mtl\a 
so completely yielded to cotw^« 
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Ihe bosom of her son. " Had my child ne- 
fer inhabited the cottage in the chalk-pit,*' 
&ought she, " this unamiable propensity pro- 
bably had never been subdued." 
. But what was to be done with die infant? 
While a consultatioii was held upon the sub« 
ject, a young arnn made his appearance, who 
leemed, by his dress, to belong to the tribe 
which had just passed; and the little ragged 
creature instantly recognising his Toice, held 
-out ka arms, and was received with smiles 
«f gladness. 

''Does this child belong to you?" asked 
Jffs. Montefort. 

^ Yes, and please your ladyship," replied 
the man: *' I just left 'en a bit- to see after his 
mother, and he crawled away." 

''You are at some distance from your 
party^" said Mrs. Montefort, at the same 
time putting a shilling into the man's hand. 

"Thank your ladyship," answered the 
man: "ye% they are some way ojBTnow, and 
[ hope never to bfe near them again." He 
WBB here retiring; but Mrs. MonnSuoSoxX^^^CKs^- , 
t^ there was less hardihood m \3i<& v(\^»^' 
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ance than in that of his companions 
him. 

''Do you not agree amongst } 
then?" 

''I ask pardon of your ladyship, 
the man, ''but I can't stop now: m 
31, and I should not have left her, 1 
after the child." 

He then sprung out of sigh^ 
Montefort directed one of her serv 
was on horseback, to follow him, an< 
if the state of hisvrife were real, and 
possible to ^ve her any relief. Th^ 
then proceeded to Fleetwood, and 
the evening Mrs. Gardiner and h 
returned to their cottage. 



CHAPTER X. 



THE CABINET. 



i 



Early the next morning James infi 
mistress thsit he believed a\\ Oas 
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vrere nearly hatched, for he heard a great 
pipuig under the hen ; and before the young 
"party seated themselves to their lessons, Mrs. 
Gardiner indulged them by accompanying 
-them to the nest. The brood was complete^ 
■^Vut Mrs. Gardiner knew not how to dispose 
4>f them; and as John had aheady felt so 
much at the^ failure of his promise in regard 
vto the coo|jf ^he did not wish to add to his 
•Hmeasinessy by making any further observa- 
tion on the inconvenience it was likely to oc- 
casion, n 
^ " What a nice brood!" said Isabel. . 

"What a nice brood!" echoed John, 
.jumping about and busying himself with 
' great glee in handing the pepper-coms for 
the newly-hatched chicken^. Then taking 
the hand of Isabel, they led the way to the 
green in front of the house, exclaiming: 
•* Follow us, follow us, mamma."* 

Mrs. Gardiner did as she was requested, 
and on arriving'was ^eased to find the coop 
completely finished, and prepared for the re- 
ception of the brood. 



no TIIR 1-U!1SF 

'■Alii wKeiitras this comjilt^icd?" saldi 
itli a look of pleased surprise that ri 
Jolin for hJB labour. 

"This morning, momma," replied be,i 

iwing smiles: " I was up before five,j 

d just finished it ns we were called 

fwajers." 

Your character is re-estaMisIial,.) 
d<!^ fellow," said his mother, with a Idi 
his rosy cheek, " and 1 hope will neven 
-lost again; for, depend upon it, the I 
showy efforts can be of rio use, witlu 
corresponding perseverance in exertioB." 
The happy John received this appn 
;quitt(d from his mother with heart-ft'^ 
hght; and the chickenti having now i 
snugly under th^ mother, Mrs. Qtai 
reminded her cliildit-n that ycsteiday 
/been but au idle day, and that it was I 
aary to employ the present more etu 
i^he young people waited not a secoiul 
■of this sort, and presdhly seated thci 
At tfacar separate lessons. 

They liad.not been occupied many n 
g^ they iv trt inteKuptciVjati*! 
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. Montefort's, who came with a message 
rher mistress to Mrs. Gardiner. The 
of die young man who had hung behind 
gipsy tribe, had given birth to another 
y ; and the few rags which had been pro- 
)d for its wants, had been conveyed for- 
ds in the general baggage-cart. Mrs. 
nteforty who was now only beginning to 
k for her own expected baby, had no- 
ig ready for the purpose, and the claim- 
s to her donations of this sort had lately 
n so numerous, as completely to have ex- 
isted her stores. She therefore applied 
Mrs. Gardiner, who she thought would 
most likely to assist in the present emer* 
wy. 

flrs. Gardiner very speedily made up a 
e bundle, and inquiring of Mrs. Monte- 
t's maid, as she did so, she learned that 
poor woman in question had been tiiken, 
the direction of her mistress, into the 
aekeeper's cottage, oefore the bii'th of her 
Id, and that she had been supplied wvtl\ 
ly comfort and attention fcom ^\^e?c«Q^^* 
tearing in haste, howeve\, to tcV>3oc\v'^'t'4> 



■> 
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Gardiner would not detain the se 
hear any more particulars; and pr 
in reply to a message from Mrs. M 
that she would see her during the i 
she dismissed her messenger, and i 
to her children. 

The young people were all very i 
curious to hear something of the gi] 
and his family; but as their moth< 
really give them no farther informal 
that of which they were in possess] 
as she particularly wished them to a 
themselves not to be disarranged 1 
thing going forwards aroimd them, 
seated herself quietly with them, 
making any observation upon what h 
pened. 

Observing their mother's determir 
keep them at their lessons, and kno\i 
that it would be of no use to endei 
shake it, the young people continv 
assiduously occupied for some tin 
length the clock struck one, and Mi 
fliner desired Charlotte to fetdv d< 
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nmet and her own^ for that she wished her 
> accompany her to Fleetwood. 
Charlotte unmediately left the room, and 
er brothers and Isabel, looking alternately 
t each other and their mother, seemed to in- 
uire if they were not also to be of the party. 

Mrs. Gardiner was very apt at reading 
ooks. *^Not to-day, my loves,** said she, 
rith a smile : " it is not convenient that you 
thould go with me to-day. I understand all 
four eagerness to see these httle gipsy ba- 
bies^ and to hear more of tlieir parents, and 
in a few days^ perhaps, you may be gratified; 
bat to-day I only take Charlotte with me. 
Vou may put away all the books,'* continued 
me, as she closed the one which lay before 
herself, ^* and amuse yourselves as you please 
vithm the chalk-pit, during my absence. I 
ihall be with you at dinner,** added she, as 
(he rose to take the bonnet which Charlotte 
brought her: "God bless you all: l^e good 
juklren." And giving them all an f^^^Nstion- 
ite kiss, she left the cottage. 

" Well now, what shall ^e A.o'*" ^^\h^- 

T ^> 
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bely ever eager after some scheme of dhd 
sion. 

*^ I wish mamma would never go out wid 
out us/* said John, throwing himself akfl 
the floor: ^' it is always so dull." 

"Why do not you begin the calinetl 
asked Edward. 

" Noj I am tired of the cabinet/* repb 
John, 

" Why, I did not know it was begun," o 
served Edward, in return. 

** No more it is," answered John; "bul 
am sure I never shldl finish it, therefore 
is of no use to begin it. Besides, we nei 
shall get things to fill it, so what does it si 
nify?" 

" I wish I was as clever as you at carpi 
ter's work," observed Edward, '^ and I shoi 
be glad to do it ; for I have very great ho| 
of getting it filled, and the books upon nun 
alogy are so interesting." 

Edward was at this moment reading a tf 
tise on the subject> which had been lent 
him the day before by Mrs. Montefort. 
iad already read it througVv oxwie, toA. 
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understand it as he perused it 
ime. 

ould not you help me?" said 
so Tni'ch to do by myself, and I 
rou how to go onl^* 
ell, I will," answered Edward; 
the book in his pocket, he rose 
ly his brother to the little shed 
is allowed to keep his carpenter*s 

shall have a run round the chalk- 
; if any thing more has fallen 
ig," observed Isabel; and in a 
3 spun round the sloping bank 
sd the cottage, and half hid it 
;ht of the passing passenger, 
is at the foot of the bank, trim- 
Ige which separated it from the 
ow. As Isabel passed he was 
)ment from his work, and lookuig 
if lads who were playing at cricket 
Jow. 

ire nice yoimg gendemen. Miss," 
an, as Isabel a^YtowJct^ ^saa^^ 
ling the same wac^ a^YvcD^fSi* 
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*^Who? where, James?** said Isabe 
though her curiosity had been excit 
know what the servant had been so sted 
gating at, she was not tall enough to ( 
her wish of doing so. 

James good-naturedly took off his hec 
gloves, axid lifting Isabel upon the 
gave her a view of what was going fo 
below. James went on with his worls 
Isabel stood for a few minutes watchii 
course of the bally when she requestc 
servant to assist her again in descei 
that she might return to her brothers, 
vite them to come and see the sport, 
mers and nails were soon scattered upo 
ground, and Isabel again ascended the 
with her companions. 

^^Who are they, James?*' said Jol 
he eagerly looked towards the boys 
longing eyes. 

^' They are the gentlemen that live 

with Mr. Jackson at Deep Vale, Sir," r 

James: 5' they have got a match a 

themselves, they tell me, and are go 

treat the village lads mt\\ ad^sinex' 
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It that is pitched under the great ash 

^I cannot see them half well enough here,'* 
id John: " I have a great mind to go down 
> the field." 

''May-be mistress would not like you 
lould go, Sir/' said James $ ''and it would 

s a phy, you know " ^ 

"Mamma did say we might amuse our- 
kes wUhin the chalk-pit, I remember," said 
abel; " therefore she most likely meant we 
ould not go out of it." 
"But she did not know there was to be 
18 cricket-match," replied John, "or she 
mid have let us go." 

"Well, she will be at home presently," 
id Edward, "and the cricket will not be 
let for some hours, so you may as well wait 
D she comes. Suppose we go back to the 
ibinet for a little while." 
"No, I must watch the cricketers," replied 
ohn: "I have a great mind——" and John 
)ok a few steps in the path which led circu- 
ously to the gate openilig mU) i^ ^s^ 
iere the match was playing* 
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" You are a very foolish fello 
go," said Edward, coolly turnin 
heel, and seating himself on the 
limb of a tree wliich hung over tl 

""WTbat think you, Isabel, shall 
said the wavering Joha. 

^'I think you had better no 
can see very well here," contin 
she moved to a gap in the under^ 
had been made for the purpose 
a view of the field in <][uestion : 
the ball as distinctly as if I ^ 
them. There! there! what aw 

John approached where she w 
and where she literally could, as 
every ball as it was struck; b 
nately, he had taken up the : 
would be much more dehghtful 
nearer than where he now stood, 
that he was blind to the advan 
present situation, and only aliv 
of running ofi' to the field. Aftc 
minutes wavering oetween the f 
wrong and tlie dftire of self-gra 
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bngth stole down the path, and was pre- 
idy discovered by Isabel and Edward, al- 
ttt at the odier end of the field. 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE gipsy's story. 



about half an hour after John had left the 
alk-pit, Mrs. Gardiner and Charlotte re- 
ned. Isabel and Edward immediately 
de their appearance to welcome their mo- 
iTf and her surprise was immediately ex- 
3d not to see John the foremost of the 
rty. 

^I dare say he is in his work-shop, busily 
ployed on his cabinet/* observed Char- 
te: "I wiU go and fetch him." ' 

Lsabel and Edward looked at each other 
ihout speaking. 
'Do you know, either of you, ^\vet^^^'^ 
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brother is ?'* said Mrs. Gardiner^ tux 
wards them. Neither for a moment 
'^ I am not accustomed to ask the sai 
tion twice," observed Mrs. Grardii 
coimtenance becoming grave; for s 
equivocation was a fatdt she rarely 
any of her children, she almost 
whether the confusion she saw before 
not the forenmner of sometliing very 

"He is in the field, mamma," repl 
bel, thoroughly convinced that her. i 
ipquiry exacted a reply. 

*' And what business has he in th 
rejoined her mother: "I can tell, fr 
countenances, that both he and yc 
knew it was what he should not d( 
wonder you had not endeavoured to i 
him from going." 

" We did, mamma," replied Isabe 
ing into tears; "but " 

A little rustling was here heard ; 
the trees, and presently poor John u 
appearance, slowly ascending the h 
holding his handkerchief to his face. 
' '^ Whence do yoii come, SVx'V' * s.? 
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diner, as the liftle nuiaway tardily ap- 
Lched. The tone of voice in which Mrs. 
diner spoke was too much for him* to 
r,- and he burst into tears as he came up 
be spot where she stood, and exclaimed: 
>rgiye me, mamma, and I will never dis- 
j you again." It was a most painful 
»tionj for his eye had been completely 
led by a blow from a cricket-ball; and the 
;ation of shedding tears produced almost 
aigony of pain* 

drs. Gardiner could not witness unmoved 
inconvenience her child was suffering, 
she was fearful of expressing all the ten- 
commiseration she felt on viewing his 
ressed and disfigured countenance. She 
k him by the hand, and making him refst 
poor aching head against her bosom, led 
I to the house, gently remonstrating with 
I for the instability of his temper, and in- 
ring how the accident had happened 
ch so painfully punished his act of diso- 
ience. 
Had you waited myretutn^ ^xSl'^&m^, 

M 
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Gardiner, as she tenderly b. 
and eye of her child with c( 
might this afternoon -have gr; 
natural for you to form, of s 
eters near enough to watch th 
Montefbrt strolled with me i 
of the field, where Mr. Jack: 
hinu^ CD a stile. They are 
Mr. Jackson, on her intro( 
kindly said, that if any of n 
would like a near view of 
would place them, in the a 
they might do so without £ 
noyed by the balls. I es 
obliged; and, notwithstandin 
with which I have lately fori 
quaintajice, allowed myself t 
to take you all to the field, w 
meet Mrs. Montefort, and p£ 
labub to be provided in a p 
It would be unjust to deprive 
brother of this pleasure, be 
forfeited it by your indiscr 
hope it will prove another le 



mA 
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s so easily led by inclination^ at the ex* 
^e of better motives." 
lie young people all begged that, as 
a could not join their party, their mo- 
* would not persist in accepting Mr. 
ksons invitation; but, however pleased 
(• Gardiner might be with the kindness 
ch prompted such a request, she had 
welfare of her children too much at 
rt to accede to what would certainly 
e been most consonant to her own wishes, 
they ^vanced in life, the world would 
save them from suffering the inconve- 
ices consequent on a departure from up- 
itness, even if remorse should follow 
ckly on its commission: would it not then 
Doistaken indulgence, however gratifying 
he fedings, to avert, or smooth awi^, the 
!Ct8 of youthful dereliction of duty? 
n some measure, however, to dissipate 
cloud, which the fault of John had oc- 
loiied to gather on the countenances of 
whole group, Mrs, Gardiner turned the 
versation to her morning va&vI \» ¥\sfiXi-. 
H^ml gratified the numeto\3k& yyiqjcJssv^* 
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ready to be initde about the ^ 
wife. She told them that she 
great deal of conversation with 
had effected, from the relation 
that the ori^ of their being i 
sent miserable situation, might I 
the inconsiderate hastiness of hif 
when R boy. She then asked th« 
pie if they would like to know 
his hbtory; and receiving a geni 
the affirmative, Mrs. Gardiner, : 
ing to bathe John's face, in whii 
Hng was somewhat subsided, b 
lation as follows: 

" George Adams (for that is 
the poor fellow) was bom of i 
able parents, in a large viDagt 
their situation in life was considf 
that of most of their neighbc 
general occupation was husband 
labour. The Adams', on the co: 
themselves the employers of set 
dents, earning a very comfortabi 
in the joint grocer's and haberda 
which supplied the viUagc -wiAi i 
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othing, and many of domestic conaump- 
George waA an only child; and as 
y unfortunately for himself and his fu« 
advantage, received indulgencies, which« 
Laps, circumstanced as he was, it was 
:ult to withhold, but which he did not 
ess a disposition to bear without injury, 
parents meant well towards him, and 
not wish, as they frequently said, to spoil 
; but they were a great deal employed 
leir business, and had very little time to 
ow on the improvement or education of 
r child. He was sent, however, to 
K>1, where, being a very quick lad, he 
I acquired a great facility in reading, the 
agement of his pen, and the calculation 
igures. These were likely to be very 
sficial to him, when introduced into his 
er's business; and for this purpose, not 
ressing any unwillingness to follow it. he 
bound an apprentice when he reached 
age of fourteen. In this situation he 
found very useful; and being an active^ 
Uiumoured boy, his |>aseaDAft\3«A.w?»^ 

I » M 2 
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reason to hope that he would go 
and succeed, in the course of tin 
respectable line of business in whic 
been brought up. 

" As George had never been put 
in the shop, before he entered it 
prentice; and as he had been very 
der the eye of his parents, they 
acquainted with one strong failin 
he possessed; but which be couli 
constantly with them, any length 
without their discovering. As is v 
ral, to young people of hvely dis 
he was very fond of seeing and 
every thing that was going forw: 
this disposition, to a proper extent, 
right to encourage. But George 
to indulge inclinations of this sort, 
tent that was unreasonable; for ' 
any thing occurred m the village 
bourhood, which he took a fancy' t 
hesitated not to gratify himself 
was the importance of the occuf 
aught he ibllowing at tKe time. T 
guence was that," in a verj Ivk ' 
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her found how little^ he was to be de- 
nded on; for although, under his immedi- 
3 eye, every thing he undertook to do 
mt on well, it depended entirely on the ac- 
iental objects of attraction near him, whe- 
er such would be the ca^e duiing his ab- 
nee. 

" George always promised to be equally 
ligent, when left to himself, as when over- 
oked; and when these promises were 
ade, there was no premeditated design of 
reaking them. But it was new to George 
\ form wkhes, without the power of grati- 
^them; it did not suit his restless and 
acillating disposition, always to be under 
le control of circumstances; and notwith- 
ianding the uneasiness which his father's 
rave manner occasioned him to feel, after 
r^ frequent mstance of irresolution, tempt- 
aon, in the shape of a regiment of soldiers, 
pack of hounds, or an itinerant mounte- 
ink, again offered itself, and was again 
elded to." 

***This wiJ] never do, OeoT^<&^ ^«A\sa. 
kft more than once or tw\ee, viVifcxvX^^^'' 
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ing back a customer^ whom George's 

lect of the shop had obliged to go 

unserved* * You will never make a n 

business^ if you cannot make up your 

to think of the interests of your shop, I 

the indulgence of your nonsensical whii 

" George walked quietly behind the 

ter, and in a few minutes his father 

to him, with his usual good-humour; 

his son, very soon getting accustomed j 

slight rebukes his carelessness occas 

grew more careless than ever; and ; 

same time acquired a cunning whicl 

quently saved him from even these 

"^ symptoms of displeasure. 

'^ Several years of his apprentioesh^ 
ed off in this way, during which Mr. i 
looked upon the faults of his son with 
more complacency than might have be 
pected; but his vofe considered thei 
more serious light. It appeared to he 
his want of perseverance was likely t< 
throw all the little snug independence i 
wearied industry of her husband hi 
^7 anrf the habit he had axrcvuVce^ c 
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all his wishes, almost with impunity, 
red to her most mischievous in its ten- 
Mrs. Adams, however, had always 
.ccustomed to look with deference to 
)inion of her husband: her own was 
3; and she trembled, secretly, for 
night be the consequences eventually 
child. 

3 George became generaQy conver- 
ith the affairs of his trade, more was 
[uently expected from him; and of 
more importance was it that he should 
nstantly and imremittingly assiduous. 
s so quick and able a boy, that he 
oon superseded the necessity of any 
assistant in the shop; and his fisither 
that, when he saw the dependance 
in him, and how much rested on his 
on, self-interest, joined to other mo- 
would ensure the steadiness of his 
:t. The journeyman, who had beeD 
^ed by Mr. Adams for many years, 
now desirous of marrying, opened a 
in a village about foux xoSie^ ^^N»s&N 
is Mr. Adams thoug\il ^wii^^ofc w^ 
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additional stimnlus to his son; for althoug 
the distance was such that it was not likd 
to injure himself^ provided every attentic 
was continued to his old customers, it in 
yet so near, that it would be possible t 
reach it, if driven by inattention, or an 
other cause, fix)m the old-established shop. 
" Mrs. Adams very much dreaded the n 
suit of this arrangement, but her husbai 
ridiculed her fears; and for some weeks, it 
ready alacrity of George gave Mr. Adas 
subject of triumph, and quieted the fee 
of his wife. There had actually been 
cricket-match played within half a mile i 
the shop, and George had not shown & 
slightest disposition to> witness it; and c 
confident was his father, that all his hopt 
in his son were now going to be realiaei 
that he resolved on taking a joiuney to Loi 
don, the following week, to give orders fi 
a fresh assortment of tea and grocery. 

** On the very afternoon of the day th 

Mr. Adams set off for London, that cc 

rupter of the morals and steady halnta. 

^ the 6e^r-condilioned \oYret T»x&a^ "m ' 



THA gipsy's story. 131 

>e of a travelling company of come- 
189 arrived in the neighbourhood, and a 
of their performances was left at Mr. 
uns's shop, to be exhibited in the win- 
\ Tight-rope, slack-rope. Mademoiselle 
lebody, and Madame Somebody else; 
dng, singing, full band of music — ^fa- 
rite actors— excellent accommodations-— 

two nights only — and mopn- 

it! What a string of delightful incite- 
its to turn the heads of all the appren- 
s and servant-maids in the populous 
ige of Poor George was among 

number ; and one, two, three, four cus- 
lers came in, before he noticed them su£S- 
Qtly to make the accustomed inquiry -of, 
liat do you please to want? Mrs. Adanvi, 
o was sitting at work, in the Uttle parlour 
hin the shop, observing several persons 
ne in, put down her stocking, and came 
offer her assistance. Her heart sunk, as 
s saw the subject of George's distraction, 
ich he hurried into the window as die 
peazed; but she said nothisk^^ *«sA ^^a. 
p was 80 /iill for some lioxw^i ^^ 'SoKtfe 
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was ample employment for both. ^ 
dimier-time arrived, the press of bu 
obliged them to take th^ meal sepai 
George continued occupied till late i 
evening, when he was glad to get his s 
and retire early to bed. 

*^ Thus ended the first day of tempt 
happier for George than for several 
lads in the village. Unceasing occup 
and his mother's tender but watchful 
had imposed something like resolution 
him, and he slept quietly and sweetlyj 
the fatigue arising from respectable 
laudable exertion. The next morning, 
Adams received a letter from her sister 
was in, and wished to see her. She 
tated a few moments;* but the mess 
who brought the dispatch, saying th 
believed she was not expected to 
through the day, she ventured to* w 

^ pany him back; saying to her son, a 
went out, that the whole management c 
business would, for a few hours, be < 
shoulders, and she entreated him not 

Am back on the shop for a mowewX, 
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orge promised; and as his mother 
off, in the little chaise-cart her sis- 
sent to fetch her, he resolved scru- 
Y to attend to her advice. But a 
of an hour had not elapsed, before 
of temptation presented itself, in the 
»f a bill of fare for the present even- 
srformance, at the bam theatre. It 
positively the last night: the other 
;'s representation had been received 
ibounded applause; and that of the 
was to be infinitely superior in every 
Such an opportunity had scarcely 
resented itself before in that village, 
)W soon another might offer, it was 
ble to tell. To-day was not at all 
day: yesterday it would have been 
ble to have gone; but the day after 
•day there was generally very little 
and by six o'clock in the evening 
ould most likely be nothing. George 
quite determine to go, as he put the 
he window, but he did not quite de- 
J not to go; and oi ever^ c^OtsX^TOiSSt 

N 
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who appeared, he inquired about the ] 
and every body who had been, spoke < 
with delight 

t4 i Were not you theve, George?* 
Ned Coaens, one of the idlest lads in the 
kge: ' I thought you would have been tli 
because it is just the ttung you would i 
I suppose you will go this evening; aa 
you will give me a call, as you go Iqi, 
go with you.' 

'^ ' I do not know/ began George. 

^' f Oh, I know you will/ said Ned: ^; 
will quite enjoy it. I shall expect yev 
call,' added he, as he threw down the 
ney for his mother*s snuff on the eoi9 
Then running out of the shop, on w 
another of his idle companions througJ 
window, he left George to meditate < 
impression his persuasions had made. 



1^ 



CHAPTER Xn. 

CONCLUSION OP THE GIPSY's STORY. 

As George continued his occupation 
trough the day, his eye was continually 
andering to the enticing invitation to 
misement, displayed in his window; and 
le consequence was, as is too generally the 
ise, where an early hahit of self-denial has 
een unacquired, that his wavering resolution 
t length ceased entirely to operate, and he 
etermined, for this once, to indulge the incli- 
Ection he had formed, to know what sort of 
thing a theatrical representation was. Six 
dock arrived, and his mother was not re^ 
imed: she certainly would not return to- 
ight, and there had heen nothing to do in 
le shop for the last hour. Doubtless all 
le people were going to the play, and why 
lould he not go too? The shutters were 
ivy soon fastened up; and having striftl; 
larged the little boy wTio -w^&Vie^ \R^ 
errandsj on no accoimt to\ew^ ^<&.\^sso^^ 
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Greorge put the key of the money- 
into his pockety and repaired to the 
The performance to George was very caj 
vating; nothing could exceed the fiin 
merriment it occasioned^ both in himself i 
in Ned Cozens^ his companion; and, on 
iriying at home, as his mother was . not n| 
turned, and the boy's report was that no o^ 
had wanted him in his absence, he wasnsl 

ft 

at all dissatisfied that he had been. 

"The next morning another play-biD « 
rived: the company had been induced tf 
stay another evening. Business was not | 
slack this evening, but still the loss wouk 
be but trifling, and it was absolutely impoi 
sible to resist going again. So much eaak 
is it to conquer a first temptation than 
second. Ned Cozens did not, as he a| 
pointed, attend the theatre this eveninj 
but George thought nothing of his abseno 
He was equally well amused without hii 
and retiiming home, after the perfomuuic 
hoped that his present gratification pug 
<^ss ofi'as well as the former. 

^'But George was d\sappo\\i^^* Ow«ii 
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home ke fovad the shop-door on the 

and the IMef 4«mnd-boy, instead of 
y sleeping in lib master's arm-chair^ 
ring on the floor, visibly oyercome with 
*• Alarmed conscience at onoe fbr- 
g the mischief that had happened, 
fge instantly sought out the till, which 
>een emptied of the receipts of the day. 
ten proceeded to his father's little pri- 
oom within the shop. The desk had 
forced open. What was the amount of 
Y kept there by Mr. Adams, George 
not, but it was gone ; and the whole of 
^irriUe disaster was owing to his want of 
ition to withstand a silly temptation to 
sment. The opprobrium of the rob^ 
night even fafl upon him. The idea 
M) painfid to bear; and although a mo- 
s reflection would have represented 

as a corroborative testimony against 
Greorge waited not for this moment's re* 
mi; but, actuated by a violent impulse, 
Aiately quitted the house, and fled to as 

a distance from it a& Vna ^AxedL^^oasSsA 

carry Iiim. 

N 2 
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'' After some days* wandoing, 
the anguish of his iiiiiii)^^vaB gi 
to the sea-coasty and Jfain ^id 
den inclinations^ he embarked 
merchantman just leaving the 
new to the business of the sea. 
31 from the change of element, h 
use on board; and on his entrea 
ashore again, he was landed s 
died miles from the spot where 
taken in. He then began to 
along the country; but he was c 
at this trade, and he endeavoi 
work as a farmer s sen ant. Du 
ing and harvest seasons, and ge 
the summer, he made out very i 
ing the winters, he suffered mi 
constant privations he was obli^ 
go. Yet he dragged on nearly 
this precarious sort of existent 
withstanding the mental uneasi 
fered, he continued hearty and 
fit of sickness at length overtoc 
having no claim on the protectic 
mis passed on from parisVv to 
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to the company of a set of gipsies, who 
iken up theg: abode for the night, in 
me covert int6 which he had crawled 
3 same purpose. They were then boiling 
pot, which contained some very palata- 
oth; and as he was beginning to reco- 
is appetite, the mess which was offered 
y the sunburnt hands of one of their 
girls, was grateful to his appetite, and 
eived it with thankfulness. He natu- 
irew towards their cheerful fire, and 
ling himself by the side of Polly Hazel, 
3 dispenser of his pottage was called^) 
ling head at length fell on the ragged 
5 which had been provided for her own 
Polly spread her own blanket over 
anger; and from this moment the only 
r the respectable Adams became the 
nion and ally of a set of noted vaga- 

eorge, however, had been too well 
it up to accommodate himself, with any 
rt, to this mode of life; but the endear- 
of female affectioT^\v\\\c\iVi%jSL\«5X\««^ 
ed him since lie \o«»\. €\^\. ^\s!» 



doating mother^ and for which he hm 
a time sighed during his unhappy w 
ings, attached him to the band; and, 
course of a few months, the beautif 
kind-hearted, but ignorant and uncul 
gipsy, became his wife. She had ma 
once a father, and was hkely to do s 
cond time, when a spirit of envious n 
which had some time been growii 
amongst the gang, towards their w 
son, broke out. The reluctance with 
he joined their pilfering parlies, was i 
of frequent and heavy complaint; and '. 
solute refusal to be an accomplice in . 
glary which was now meditated by 
drew upon him, upon his wife and his 
volumes of clamorous abuse ajid ril 
The warmth of dispute was bat mome 
checked by the appearance of Strang 
the gang passed the Gardiner family 
chalk-pit; and would, in all probability 
been resorted to with increasing ard 
their being out of hearing, had not tl: 
den illness of George's wife obliged 
"ftop under a Iiedge, and \x\>ivmale\^ 
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closure which the kindness of Mrs. 
)rt drew from the ahnost broken- 
young man.'* 

Gardiner here stopped her relation^ 
in said: 

ied, mamma, I will be very, very 
1 over myself, and endeavour to ac- 
solution." 

1 seem to have taken this relation to 
', my dear boy," observed Mrs. Gardi- 
nd I confess to you that I cannot think 
licable. Had George A^ams known 
have resisted temptatipn, he might 
seQ save^d the five years of miserable 
lug he has experienced: and what re- 
Tor him yet to undergo, God only 
During this long period he ha« 
3en or heard of his parents: they may 
e dead, or, what is worse, suffering 
id indigence, occasioned by the impru- 
)f their son. Certainly their minds 
3 in a vrretched state of doubt and dis- 

ill he not now endeavoux V.o ^yA^^cv^ 
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mamma?" inquired more than otw 

time. 

" Letters, both from himself and 

Montefort, have already been di 

replied Mrs. Gardiner, " to the p 

he formerly resided; and in a f< 

hope the poor young man may rec 

ligence, calculated to lessen the 

wretchedness there seems to be on 

But George's recital has taken up 

more time than I expected it wonl 

must now think of completing th 

ment I have formed of joining Mr 

in the field. Go, my loves, and ge 

The interest excited in the youi 

for George Adams, had already ra 

almost forget the pleasure in store 

and now that it was remembered, t 

leaving John at home, considerabl; 

the alacrity with which they would 

have attended to this direction. Tl 

however, that the well-digested plai 

mother were not to be unsettled by 

monstrances; the 'bonnets and t\\j^ 

accordingly soon arranged, and 
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sn an afibctdonate kiss to John, they ac- 
ipanied their mother to the cricket-field. 
t was a paily that John would most tko* 
ghly have enjoyed; for he delighted in 
society of boys of his otn|6'age, and there 
•e maay nice laxis of twelve and thirteen 
)iigst Mr. Jacksons pupils. Edward, 
ugh less anxious to mix with ether boys, 
n his more reserv ed disposition, was not 
kward in feeling much pleasure and satis« 
ion, when an opportunity offered of join- 
their sports; and he very soon felt quite 
lis ease amongst the stranger^. 
["he Misses Travers had also beea invited 
oin the party; and the curiosity of Isabel 
I gratified to the utmost, in her observa* 
I of these very odd-mannered girls. For- 
d, however, as she generally was, to make 
self amiable and agreeable to strangers, 
waB actually made shy and reserved by 
ria and Georgiana Travers. So, striking 
le difference between the lively openness 
lisposition, which occasionally gave her 
appearance of being almosX loo ^OT^^t'^.^ 
the practised impudence o'l «A^^«^*^ 
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iirhic'h characterises the iU-maimered rm 
the professed hoyden. Had the manne 
the Misses Travers been less repulsiye^ 
hftps Mrs. Gardioer might have been fc 
of introducing JlSi/iti to her own volatile 
girl; but they were such as to cc 
themselves^ even in the eyes of Isabel G 
ner; and although much amused by the 
ish rudeness of her new acquaintance^ 
absolutely shrunk from finding herself 
near them. 

With Fanny Travers, Charlotte was 
much pleased ; and it was not difficult t 
cem, that the poor little girl felt partic 
gratified at being drawn into notice, 
seemed to have an absolute fear of 1 
ters; and when her father approach^ 
she pressed against Charlotte, whose •< 
held with so much trepidation, th 
Gardiner could not help observing b 
tion. 

"Do you ride on horseback, n- 
said Mrs. Gardiner to little Fanny 
to draw her into conveYsatioiv. 
^' O yes, Mil urn,'' repWed Yaw 



THE gipsy's story. 145 

» not Tery fond of it** Then, looking round 
if to see that she was not remarked by her 
Iters, she added: *^ I would rather, at any 
ne, be walking quietly in the garden, but I 
a obliged to ride/' 

Mrs. Gardiner longed to say to Fanny, 
At she should be happy to see her, to walk 
ith her own children: but she checked her- 
If; for how could she make a distinction 
stween Fanny and her other sisters? And 
e elder girls she should not have been at 
1 pleased to see become companions of her 
m daughters. She was therefore satisfied 
general expressions of kindness towards 
€ little girl, for whom she was inclined to 
el so much interest ; and during the even- 
g Fanny was constantly to be seen at the 
le either of Charlotte Gardiner or her 
other. 

It was nine o'clock before the party dis- 
ned, and on returning to the chalk-pit, 
hn was found hard at work on his cabinet ; 
lich had occupied his time, and made it 
m off pleasantly during live i^OT Vi2:s«3ac^ V^ 
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had spent alone. His sisters and brother 
lated to him the pleasant evemng tfaey 
passed, intermixing many expressions oC 
gret that he had not been of the party; 
he informed them of a visit paid by Msj 
Langford, to invite them to see a brood c 
yoimg partridges, hatched under a heoi fin 
eggs which had been taken fit>m, a forsake 
nest by the farmer's ploughman* Tha 
were nineteen of them» and Mary said dM 
were such pretty little things. 

^* Did you not see them, then?" said Isih 
hastily: ''oh! I suppose you thought ji 
must not," added she, lowering her vdce. 

*^ I did not know I might, so I thou^ 
had better not," replied John; and a ki 
from his mother rewarded this little atteil 
at resolution. 

" Where it is doubtful whether a pleaiK 
is lawful or not," observed Mrs. Gardin 
''we are on the right side not to indulge 
A little perseverance in this particular, i 
boy of ten, will spare many and many an 
convenience, if not bitter regret, in the a 
of twenty,'' 
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It waf now time to think of rest; and the 
lAe hoiuehddy having first been assemUed 
Bgedier for their evening devotions, retired 
oietly to their apartments. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



REPROOF. 



Vhen the business of the morning was over 
n the following day, Mrs. Gardiner pro- 
osed a walk to the farmer's, to see the 
oung brood of partridges, and the proposal 
ras readily acceded to. Mary was just set- 
ing off, with loaded baskets, to the next mar- 
st-town, but observing the approach of her 
iaitors, she placed her loads upon the bank, 
nd ran to open the wicket. 

•* We will not hinder you, Mary," said Mrs, 
rardiner: "we will walk down in the even- 
tg, when you return from maiVfctr 
.Jb&iy, Aowever, had by t\v\^ tvK«^ o^«esR^ 
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the tvidcet, and insisted upon it that she 
should be in very good time, for she gni* 
ally set off earlier than she need, that Al 
might not be hurried on the road. 

•^ A very good arrangement of yours," ob- 
served Mrs. Gardiner; "indeed, if you were 
not a good manager, you could not contrife 
BO well as you do. But will the butter and 
eggs be safe, where you have left themf 
added she, turning her eyes back. 

" Oh, yes! nothing ever passes but from 
your house, Ma*am," replied Mary; aini they 
passed on to the brood of partridges. 

''What do you feed them with?" asked 
Mrs. Gardiner. 

''We have a large basin-fiill of earth 
brought in every day, out of the fieUi' 
Ma*am," replied Mary, '^ full of emmets, and 
this is what they like better than any thing. 
Indeed, it would be of no use to try to rear 
them, if we did not give them what they like; 
for then they would not thrive." 

'' They must be some trouble to you, V 
should think," replied Mrs. Gardiner. , 

Oh yes, a great dea\,'' •ans^ct^'^Jba 
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mt it seemed a pity tiiey should be lost for 
fr^want of a fittle trouble ; or else I don't ex« 
ct they wiU pay much." 
At this moment one of Mary's nieces ap^ 
oached. The child looked distressed, 
d> gOBig up to her aunt, she said: " The 
gs are all broke, aunt," and then burst into 



'* Oh! don't mind about it," replied Mary, 
ming towards the wicket: ^but how did 
happen?" 

** Grandfather drove the cat out of the 
;eon-house, and it scampered off through 
e hedge where the basket stood, and 
locked them all down; and I am sure they 
& all broke, for they ran down the hill like 
many stones." 

The whole party turned to see the extent 
the mischief which had been done, and 
Iward was the first to take the little girl by 
e hand, to whom he had once been so itai- 
il, and lead her to the spot where the 
Bttered eggs strewed the ground. 
" Never mind, Betsy," said "Nbrjx ''^ ^^*»S> 
hAve plenty of eggs m atoYe^ ^ 

n ^> 




i 
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' ^Yes; but thejrwere all my 
omnbim," answered Betsy^ m) 
now I shall not be able to' take 
Monlfifortall the summer." 
. Tlkt.egg!i were literaSycom 
liahcd; imd poor Betsy's tears 
fiiDy <)^ Um scattered fragmen 
having first whispered to his^ m 
pcttt&HMn^ do ao, ran horne^ 
ttiainMBd with a couple of doze 
had been saving for a partici 
mAManAiixgn, inthekinde 
tiaJMb 1^ mstead of those si 
eqiressed her thanks 
but said it was her 
wtttodito send to Mrs. Mi 
Mrs. Chaediner's assuring her, ] 
her attention would doubtksi 
received by Mrs. Montefort, 
aggs-were actually from her o^ 

. Jtirn consented to their being 
bjjijrft winch lay empty at the f< 
«lid conveyed bjr her aunt to 1 

# inBraite of ^[ratitude from liet« 
^A^yor Mro after tYus, i3:ic 



Li 
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ire all taken to the cottage, where a tem- 
irary lodging had been provided for George 
dams, by IVIrs. Montefort; and on return- 
g home, Charlotte expressed a wish to be 
lowed to cut up some of her own old gar« 
entSy to make clothes for the babies. Mrs. 
ardiner highly approved of the proposal, 
hen, accidentally turning her eyes towards 
3fan, she perceived a thread hanging from 
:s coat*sleeve, and went towards him to 
move it. Instead of yielding^ however, to 
le touch she gave it, the jerk produced an 
creased untidiness of appearance; and on 
xther examination, a wristband completely^, 
rags was exposed. Mrs. Gardiner looked 
wards Charlotte, who blushed and hung 
*r head. Notliing more passed upon the 
bject at present; but when they arrived at 
»me, Charlotte was accompanied by her mo- 
er to her apartment, and desired to open 
T work-drawer. It was in complete con- 
sion: tliere was not a single thing in its 
ice. Wristbands half stitched, frills half 
lipped, and stocldngs WL^ \ASiiv^^\^ ^^- 
Uetl tbvmnvh'es in d\sma\tfvs»o\iv« wv^^«*i 
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side: and wnSt was finished a 
not begun, were so intermixed 
hand, that not one thing could b 
ed from another. Mrs. Gardin 
* only grave, but distressed, ai 
burst into tears. 

A few moments were passed in 
Mrs. Gardiner, after taking a le 
pocket, she had that morning r( 
her husband, presented it to 1 
for her perusal. 

Charlotte took the letter. T 
of it was, that the hopes Mr. G 
been so sanguinely cherishing in 
ment of his affairs, had at leng 
tirely disappointed; and he no 
losses were even greater than 1 
expected. He expressed his 
that prompt measures of retrer 
been immediately taken, and hi 
the cheerfulness with which his 
presented that their children ac 
themselves to their change of pi 
^s it was absolutely necessai^ 
now look entirely to their ovfu 
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dependence, it was a source of great com- 
vt to know that they possessed both the 
idination and ability to do this« The letter 
imchMled in affectionate remembrances to 
very separate individual of the family, and 
I the expression of a hope, that on the re- 
im of Captain Montefort from China, Mr. 
Iwrdiner would be ready to accompany him 
> England. 

Charlotte bedewed this letter with her 
iarsy and returning it to the hand of her 
other, expressed her sorrow for the care- 
ss neglect which appeared before her, with 
any promises of greater attention in future. 
''I am sorry to occasion this distress in 
»u»mydear girl,*' said Mrs. Gardiner, af- 
ctionately, ^'but it is absolutely necessary* 
should do so, if I would prevent these idle 
ibits from gaining a preponderance Ukely to 
! most prejudicial to your future welfare ; as 
u have now seen, by your father's letter, 
ere no longer remains a doubt of the ne- 
saity of your looking to your own exertions 
r your futiu*e maintenance* Xo^ \c«^ 
de youT own election, tYvaX o? gf>N«- 
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ness in a priTate iamily; and in re( 
complishment, there cannot be a 
your success. Although you haii 
for inusic^ your perfect acquaint 
modem languages^ the beauty of ] 
ings^ and your readiness in every si 
manship, must give you a great c< 
in the education of youth. The 
equanimity of your temper also wi] 
ther great advantage to you; but vf 
if those careless and untidy habits 
ed to prevail, which but too oft 
themselves, I honestly confess to y 
for one, should not consider you c 
fit to be entrusted with the manage 
young family. If under your d 
saw a child acquiring the most fini 
in painting, it would disgust me 
drawers in confusion, or her st< 
rags; and although you may pei 
gine, and with justice, that the ar 
of a wardrobe is more the provir 
dy*s maid than a governess, yet c< 
OTperintendence must natuvallY < 
the person so nearly aUac\\e<\. \o 
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ttpmforl of the child. Besides^ you may, one 
irdi^se days, be the mother of a fiunily your- 
|df: ifit should so happen that the medium 
Hf your own hands is not required to keep 
i|ban neat in their appearance, your own ex- 
WBilHv will go a great way in the habits of 
|oar servants; and how should you like to 
iK them in rags, through your own careless 
■Uglectr 

During the time that Mrs. Gardiner was 
qpeaking, Charlotte was busying herself in 
tadeavouring to restore something like order 
Is her drawers, in which attempt her mother 
kindly assisted her. 

''How many of Johns shirts, I wonder, 
Ive in the state of that I remarked on to- 
^jV observed Mrs. Gardiner: " you have 
ittd the wristbands in your possession for 
tiBonth, at least, and how many have been 
fat anV 

\ " Only two pair, mamma, I believe," re- 
(lied Charlotte; " and Isabel did them." 
tf^'Poor Isabel endeavours, by her nota« 

maB,** observed Mis. Montefott, ^^ Va xcv^^ 
9*Ar other deficiencies; but aba c»stf«s^. 
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accomplish all the work there is to be i 
Newman, I am quite sure, has no 
cannot afford to put it out; and what if 
be done, if you cannot, for the sake of i 
ing your brothers neat, in some measoiei 
quer this reluctance to the em] 
your needle?** 

''I do not dislike work, mAiMgia^ I 
sure,*' said Charlotte; ''but I do not 
to find time for it** t 

<'A good economist wiU find tone 

every thing necessary to be done^ ea^i 

some favourite employment must p^f 

sacrifice," said Mrs. Gardiner. '* The 

is, you waste a great deal of time, and' 

remainder is not sufficient for the variety < 

occupations you have to follow. If dnu 

the case, however, I must retrench yoiil 

occupations of amusement, and, by a fitfl 

discipline, teach you to manage a treaiuit 

which, if allowed to slip from us, can nefS 

be recovered." , ». 

By this time, the work-drawer was ^ 

to rightSi and Charlotte, impelled by a stall 

desire to please liex mol\i.ei« \vBA.\akei^>ij 
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ble^ and begun working on a pw of 
bbands. Mrs. Grardiner, whose fingers 
I never idle, took another pair, and they 
inued workmg together, tiU the door 
lenly opening, Isabel made her appear- 
}, panting beneath the weight of a box 
could- with diflScuIty carry. 
What have you there, my Isabel?" ssid 
u Churdiner, turning towards her little 
• 

' Something very heavy, mamma," said 
be], as she placed it, afanost out of breath, 
the floor; ** but I do not know what. It 
or Charlotte, though; and James says it 
He from Miss Travers.'* 
* From Miss Travers ! What can it be ?** 
d Charlotte, in a tone of surprise, and 
louring, as she raised her eyes from her 
ik. 

"The direction is, For Miss Gardiner^ 
Ml Miss F. Travers,'' said Mrs. Gardiner; 
nit I cannot have it opened at present: 
n have not the time, I am sure, to spare, if 
B wish to see John look Ve«a ^StcttSc^ \^ 
r thtm be did yesterday «** 

p 
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Charlotte felt that the delay was no' 
than she deserved, and expressed no 
to repeal her mother's interdicdcm on 
opening of the box: she only observed 
she dared say it was some minerals; ton 
Fanny asked her particularly if she adn 
them. She then continued her stitching 

But Isabel's curiosity was not so e 
pacified; and partly actuated by tluSi 
partly by a wish of assisting her sister, 
oiSered the use of her needtey to finidi 
ahirt required on that day for John's inc 

'^You may take mine, Isabel, if 
please," said Mrs. Gardiner; ''for I 
mised to see poor Mrs. Carter this mofi 
and hers is a case of distress I cannot 
appoint. With her large family, and 
declining husband, she requires all the 
assistance we can give her; but I fear, 4 
lotte, there is little chance of your h 
the gratification of working for them 



soon." 



This remark spoke very home to 
Chariotte's feelings: benevolence was t 
the leading featuxes Vci Vex ^^vvtuzM 
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|lld not receive a greater mortification 
Ml disapp<»ntment in her little plans of 
iuity. Much the larger part of her smaU 
giwanoe of pocket-money was spent amongst 
t poor ndghbours, and none upon her 
rn personal gratification. Amiable, how- 
er, as was this disposition^ there was a great 
V of its being overshadowed, if not en- 
dy ecHpsed, by the indolence which was 
larlotte's greatest fault ; and in all proba* 
lity, had the continuance of wealth allowed 
«die firee indulgence of her schemes of 
ineficence, without exactions on her own 
stivity, her feelings in this respect, as in 
ttiy others, might have degenerated into 
morbid sensibility, and selfish sentiment 
"oold have usurped the place of lively and 
elive benevolence. The case was not such 
t present. Charlotte miist either entirely 
ive up the pleasure of assisting her pow^ 
eighbours, or she must owe the possibiUQr 
r doing so to her own constant exertioyv* 
; was not by neglecting other duties that 
Itt Was to be done; that woiolim \\s^\ml 
9tnmg dereliction, of dutyt^^^"^^ xasM^Xife 
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by so mana^g them, and economifluigl 
time employed in them, that enough lai^ 
be found for every thing: in fact, it miuti 
by one means, and by no other; and th 
was, by shaking o£P that overpowerii^ bA 
lence, which shrunk froQi every thing B 
unnecessary employment, and which fltil 
away many a quarter of an hour in antio 
pating reflection, that might have aocoi 
plished the prescribed occupation. 

The observations of Mrs. Grardiner ope 
ed the avenue to all this chain of refleetiff 
m the mind of the sensible Charlotte; m 
her own good sense seconded the represa 
ations of her mother, and dictated the K 
of conduct to pursue. She keenly febti 
vexation she had brought on herself, by l 
incapacity to execute her promise towards t 
little gipsy baby; and she also felt, that a fi 
ing which could draw so deep a sigh of distr^ 
from her mother, must be of a most alar 
ing tendency. Notwithstanding all the 
tempts of Isabel, she could not direct 1 
i;i5ter's attention either from her work. 
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L the train of thought which was now 
ig a plan for a thorough reform in the 
agement of her time: she did not quit 
seat till both the wristbands were fitted 
^ohn*s shirty when, dispatching Isabel to 
brother's apartment with the finished 
nent, she sought for her writingnlesk, 
prepared a small book for the entrance 
ler hourly employments. It commenced 
L a resolution to subdue an inertness 
ch was prejudicial both to mind and 
y; and included every hour, firom seven 
he morning, the time of moi*ning prayers, 
line in the evening, when the little family 
e again assembled together for the pur- 
es of devotion. 

ifrs. Gardiner returned, as Charlotte 
ipleted the formation of her diary, and 
ng informed of its design, most highly ap- 
ved it; and tenderly embracing her child, 
I she expected every thing f5rom the af- 
tionate and benevolent feelings of her 
trt. She then proposed the opening of 
3S Traverses box; and the pto^'sA^'w^ 

t2 
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scarcely made, whfsn Isabel flew i 
room, to obtain the necessary imjA 
lifUng the licL 



CHAPTER XIV. 



RESOLUTION. 



The box contained some very bea 
cimens of minerals; and Mrs. Gai 
much pleased with an attention, c 
of Fanny Travers, which evinced 
Ue she was of any kindness sho' 
It was evident she was not in th 
receiving a great deal at home, a 
flection occasioned a tear of sy 
the sensitive Charlotte. 

"How differently we are situi 

she, imprmting a kiss of gratitui 

cAeek of her mother \ "axvd\v3N 
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iible we could have poor Fanny 
ly amongst us, to dissipate a little 
Jancholy which seems to oppress 
ch." 

k with you, my love," replied Mrs* 
tenderly returning her daughter's 
it Fanny Travers is not very hap- 
f we should now and then meet 
Ligh I should be inclined to have 
intion shown her, I must caution- 
my dear girls, against maldng any 
►n the subject to her. Whatever 
he inconveniences she suffers, if 
proper feeling in respect to them, 
not bear to have those immediate- 
ted with her, become subjects of 
sion to others; and I should be 
to induce her to any disclosures, 
^nt of excited feeling, which might 
J prove subjects of regret. TBk 
parents should be slowly, and with 
;e, obsen'ed by children; and if 
I, should he sacredly kept secret, 
usly guarded from tYie ^^^ ^ ^^ 
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''Where shall we place all these 1 
fill things?** said Isabel, a little tired 
conversation which was inclined to be ] 
too serious for her. " Oh, here come 
ward : look, Edward, what beautiful thii 

''They are very beautifui, indeed,* 
Edward; and looking them over, to 
he was able to give names; for he hi 
perused, for the third time, the bod^ 
Mrs. Montefort had lent him, withoi 
ginning to enter a Utde into a knowla 
their forms of crystallisation. 

In a few minutes they were join 
John, without his jacket, and lookin 
he had been toiling like a labourer 
whispered to Edward, who accom] 
him out of the room; and present!] 
returned together with the cabinet, whi 
completed, all but the glazing of the 
These were to have been made of 
for glass-doors would have been an es 
beyond the purses of tlie young pec 
meet; but Mrs. Montefort, having 
John in the progress of his wozl 
yolimteercd a pan: o£ ^xe^ Aooi 



RESOLUTION. 165 

• Gardiner had consented to their re- 
ing this little present from their friend. 
as possible, however, without the doors, 
irrange the large contribution just re- 
ed; and the minerals were scarcely de- 
ted in their new habitation,, and the 
Ding dresses of the young people chang- 
when their early dinner was ready. 
Charlotte Gardiner kept the resolution 
had made of being scrupulously atten- 
in the management of her time; and at 
end of the first week, she had arranged 
ry thing so well, that, besides the accom- 
hment of the set of shirts which re- 
red new wristbands, she had completed 
» titde gowns and petticoats for Mrs. 
ams's baby. There was but one thing 
ehf to attain this, she had been obliged 
Kglect; and this perhaps was one of the 
■test sacrifices she could have made. It 
been before remarked, that Charlotte's 
e for painting was very decided: she 
I oeen lately employed on a series of 
rB, wrought by her into \>e«x3^^\!^^ 
uns, from some very Totxf^ ^^^5^^?^^ 
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brought by Captain Montefort from i 
and she had always intended them 
presented to Mrs. Montefort, on ha 
ding-day. That day was now aniv< 
the views were still incomplete. It 1 
quired a great deal of resolution not 1 
upon them for the last week; but C 
was sensible that, in the course of ma 
ceding weeks, they might have been 
}dlished, and she was courageously : 
in not yielding to her earnest desire 
ing them in a state to be presentee 
beloved Mrs. Montefort, on her weddi 

''Well, I have finished the pux8< 
the exulting Isabel^ as she cut off 
thread of an elegant bead-purse, s 
been working very hard on ever sii 
o'clock in the morning : '' do you m 
it very pretty?" added she, holding 
her leister, and expecting the first g 
tion of her vanity in Charlotte's 
tion. 

"Yes, I think it beautiful," o 

Charlotte; "and how quickly yq 

done it: why, you ouVy Aoeg^axw M ^ 
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honuiigy and I am sure I did not think it 
{[possible you could fimsh it to-day/* 
•"  ** WeD, that is the advantage of nimble 
hngeri,** aaid Isabel, with a Uttle sneer, 
^rliieh almost said, ^^ Nimble fingers are 
^mrth all your plodding." She then thought- 
lessly added: ''Now, do not you wish your 
^drawings were finished? I beUeve you de- 
^pmded a litde upon my backwardness, did 
'^feiot you? or you might have been tempted 
"firmn your little gowns." 

^I hope I should not/' said Charlotte, 
wilh a placid smile; ''and I hope you do 
tet think I could be ill-natured enough to 
feel any pleasure in the idea of your not 
lunring finished your present for Mrs. Monte- 
fiwt, because I had not finished mine. 
VOf indeed, my dear Isabel, if I must be a 
Bufiferer from my own want of diligence, it 
would be no consolation at all to me to have 
ybn fiir my companion." 

V No, you are always too good-natured,** re- 
plied Isabel ; " too full, indeed, of vanity, but 
Otherwise never deficient m aS^cStfiTi\ vsA. 



L- 
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I have a great mind now not to ^[he d 
purse to-day, as you are not ready." 

^' Indeed I beg you would/' replied Ch 
lotte; and Mrs. Grardin^ at this time ope 
ing the door of the apalrtment^ Isabel sla 
ped towards her, and dangling the puziei 
her fingers, exultingly exhibited it to b 
mother. 

*' It is finished, mamma,'* said the Tainl 
tie girl, ** notwithstanding 1 only began 
yesterday morning; and you said I ooi 
not do it properly in less than a wedc, f 
were sure." 

*' But are you sure you have done it pi 
perly?" said Mrs. Grardiner, incredulously. 

Such a thought as this had not suggest 
itself to the self-satisfied Isabel, and s 
looked half-ofiended, although the inqui 
came fi:om her mother. 

Mrs. Gardiner took the purse in her hai 
and gently drawing the strings, to open 
several of the ill-fastened threads gave w. 
and a shower of little beads fell oh i 
Soori 
Poor Jsa1>el looked dSsmvje^, «xA ' 
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grily at her mother, as if she had been the 
use of the disaster. . 

'* I did but just touch the strings/' said 
n* Gardiner, quietly, and offering the 
zse to her little girl: '' there must be some 
lit in it, and you had better endeavour 

stop further mischief." Isabel received 
e purse again, though somewhat imgrad- 
dy, and her Utde delicate fingers made an 
empt to arrest the falling beads ; but al« 
wt every fastening had given way, and in 
B course of a minute, as she vainly endea- 
ured to restore order, nearly half the purse 
s undone. Vexed and mortified, she 
rew the purse on the floor, and burst into 
MU»ionate flood of tears. 
Charlotte picked up the purse, and was 
{inning to perform the office of a com- 
ter* 

'* No, my dear Charlotte," said Mrs. Gar- 
icr, drawing her away firom Isabel: "we 
re all of us faults to contend with, and if 

would be comfortable amongst ourselves, 
i0 absolutely necessary they ibnvsi^ V)fe 
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gubdued. Isabel's d'lsaster is entkelj c 
sioned by herself; and altbougb aUei 
with disappointment, it will not, I bop< 
without its advantages. She will now 
that when I tell her, quickness is not al 
of use without exactness, I am not te 
her otherwise than the truth; and she 
discover that, when a Uttle girl is kind!; 
minded of what she wishes to perfbin, 
not becoming in her to slight the bin^ 
entirely depend on her own boasted 
g^doe, however late resorted to. It ic 
haistoin which Ihis purse has baenpul 
gether, which has made it fio shabby a 
formance ; and Isabel might have coogi 
lated herself on the discovery being s 
before it was presented to Mrs. Monti 
instead of bestowing a look of unkind 
pleasure on a mother who is anxious to 
her every mortification in her power." 

Poor Isabel was completely subdued: 
threw her arms round her mother's i 
and sobbed out words of penitence, i 
could not be distinguished. They ofati 
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ptt easy forgiveness of Mrs. Gardiner, and 
Babel promised, in future, to depend more 
h the advice of others than on her own 

I." 

btural quickness. 

^^ *' And now," said Mrs. Gardiner, " I have 
I fitde scheme of pleasure to impart, in 
toich I diink you will all be glad to partici^ 
Iftle. I have this morning received a note 
km Mrs. Montefort, inviting us to join her 
|k » lunble through the woods. She hu 
Ptquently talked of giving you a treat of 
Kb sort, and as it promises to be fine to-day, 
ikb has ordered her servants to prepare the 
tefreshments necessary for the excursion." 

This delightful scheme was directly im- 
parted by Isabel to her brothers, and the 
MBtle of preparation was soon evident 
throughout the young partj-. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A RAMBLE. 



One half of the pleasure arising iton 
bling excursions, frequently consists i 
novelty of taking every thing as it c 
and for a while dispensing with the 
finrms and ceremonies of cultivatec 
Children enjoy the liberty thus unspf 
allowed them for a few hours, and tfa 
resemblance is preserved to their usual 
and customs, the greater is their sense 
joyment. Perfectly aware of this pn 
tion in the taste of her young friend 
anxious to give them a complete day 
dulgence, Mrs. Montefort gave ord 
have a cart well supplied jvith proi 
prepared to attend them, consisting o 
meat and pastry. Fuel was not to be i 
ten; and those who wished for the lua 
vegetables, were to assist in dresain^ 
when the party s\io\iV^ V?ii^ \«v\^ 
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Spreading tree to dine. Tea-cups and sau- 
cers were also provided^ and the kettle was 
•^ be boiled in true gipsy style, over a fire- 
phoe of crooked sticks. Two or three don- 
keys were hired, to allow a little occasional 
K8t to any tired pedestrians; and the whole 
"^cavalcade was to be attended by a man-ser- 
Nantand a maid, to whom Mrs. Montefort 
'irished to give a treat. 

As Mrs. Gardiner and our young friendi^ 
' proceeded to Fleetwood, they stopped at the 
cottage where the Adams's had been pro- 
vided with a temporary lodging, and Char- 
lotte had the satisfaction of presenting to the 
pretty gipsy the two little gowns she had 
been making for her baby. Mrs. Gardiner 
'Cmnpassionately inquired how they were 
going on, and George told her, with tears in 
his eyes, that he had received a letter from 
■t|ie clergyman where he had formerly resided, 
and that his father had been dead nearly two 
years; that previously to this his business 
had gradually been declining, and that al- 
tboi^h in the conviction oi lliefiL do^ifiCA^ Vst. 

q2 
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the fatal robbery of the desk, his own ii 
cence in that particular had been evident^ I 
father had never been able to recover! 
spirits, but had gradually Sunk into a i 
Mrs. Adanis was still living, but in veiy 
duccd circumstances, and in very indiflfenil 
health ; and the nevrs of her son being sEn^' 
seemed but very little to interest her, as it I 
came too late to be of any comfort to ha 
poor husband. 

George seemed much inclined todespoiid{ 
but Mrs. Gardiner urged him to keep up In 
spirits, for that a great inducement offini 
itself, in the hope of still being a comfort and 
assistance to the declining years of his mo- 
ther. 

The elevated spirits of the young peopl 
were somewhat lowered as they witnessei 
the distress of poor George ; but Mrs. Gai 
diner was not sorry to observe the imprefi 
sion which the miseries attendant on an earl 
indulgence of the passions had made o. 
them. 

" Could George have ?%vkbrcv\\X.^^ \» i&mw 
sUght and wholesome te^attamt^;' ^«A ^ 
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trdiner^ as she left the cottage, ^^idiich 
re represented to hhn as necessary in his 
fy early years, he might now have been a 
qpectable and flourishing tradesman, sur« 
mded by all the fiiends whom birth and 
hit had endeared to him from his infancy ; 
d the comfort and delight of a father and 
)ther, who would have been retiring from 
jsiness in ease and independence." 
'^ But then he would not have had to beau- 
til a wife, mamma, perhaps," said Isabel. 
'^I could wish, my Isabel," replied Mrs. 
irdiner, " that you did not attach so high a 
ice to beauty as you seem too frequently to 
•; for, allowing it its highest shareof praise 
d admiration, it can be of little use alone in 
e arrangement of a poor man*s cottage, or 
little tradesman's family economy. The 
36 of Mrs. Adams possesses the most beau- 
111 symmetry of feature; her eyes, I think, 
e the finest I ever saw; and with the whole 
ere is a loveliness of good-humour whidbis 
ry fascinating. But, with all this, we 
ow that^sbe has been btou^l xx^ Sx*B\\s»sst 
Idboad in habits of t}\e{t, A«.c.cv\,^ to^^ ^sn»=- 
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ning; in a species of insubordiiuitioi^ W^ 
which she has been taught to respect neidMF 
law nor property: she can neither read av^ 
write, and has no other idea of the dtttiM M 
religbn, than from the desultory afttenfV 
made by her husband to remove her igm^r 
ranee during their vagrant wanderingai 8kf 
certainly seems very much attached to krf 
husband. Her children appear to awilHll 
in her tiie strongest feeUngs of affectioiiv ml I 
the pains which no doubt Mrs. Montetol 
will take in her improvement^ will, I hope, be 1 
attended with success. But I only meant to | 
say^ Isabel, that had Greorge Adams now I 
been in his father's shop, he might have net 
with a wife somewhat more suitable than Ae 
pretty brunette who is so great an object of 
interest with you." 

^^ I wonder if Mrs. Adams used to tdl fiM^ 
tunes, manuna?" said John. 

^^ I dare say she did/' replied Mrs. Gardi- 
ner, " for hers is exactly the face and figurt 
chosen for that sort of employment, by these, 
vagrant crews." /* 

J s^boidd like to have my fc\:U\xvfc \0A>\^ 



<• * 



r 

A RAMBLE. 17 1 

in/* observed Isabel; ^' and perhaps 

Adams may^o* it^-when I know' -a little 

of her." 

f ou spoke then, Isaibel/' said Mrs/'Gar-* 

, " as you very often do, without thought. 

»iiient*s reflection, I think, would have 

leld a remark, not only silly, but 

jd;* ) • 

Vicked, mammat" said Johi>?'^'is it 

A to tell fortunes? I have oft^ heai^d 

led silly, but I did not know it to be 

id." 

Vliy do you call it silly, John?" said 

Gardiner. 

iecause I know there is no depcndancc 

at they say, mamma." 

]Tien do not you think it wicked to en- 

ige persons to utter a string of false- 

9, which both you and they know to 

no foundation whatever? But there 

lany ignorant, weak persons, who do be- 

them; and their sin consists in imagin- 

lat it is possibly consistent with the Di- 

Attributes, to allow aknovVedi^dl^staic* 

> creatures of so low and sJa^sAQ^^^" 
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Stamp, aR, unfortunately, very tnany 6f M 
are. It is the duty of those who ale beUK 
informe<l, to undeceive the more credukMl 
and remember, Isabel, I shall consider ji| 
guilty of a very great ofience, if you tJk 4 
this subject to Mrs. Adams, even enlj I 
fun." 

Isabel promised attention, and was tf! 
very sorry to have the conversatbn hffl 
changed by meeting Fanny Travers, whoni 
also proceeding towards Fleetwood. 

" Mrs. Montefort was so good as to iiffi 
us all to meet you, Madam," said Fanny 
Mrs. Gardiner, as she gave her hand: "i 
sisters are engaged, but they have allow 
me to come.'* 

This word ailowed, though unconsciov 
pronounced, conveyed with it an idea whi 
made Mrs. Gardiner press the hand of 1 
young friend as she dropped it. There ^ 
not a sufficient disparity of years betw< 
them, to make it sound at all pleasing 
natural. 

The next subject of rejoicing preses 
Itself in the appearance o? ^Vt. i\^Oui 
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tpils, two of whom approaching at this mo- 
enty and bowing to Mrs. Gardiner^ took 
uik an ann of Edward. They had no ac- 
laintance with John, who had not been of 
Le party at ericket; and as Mr. Jackson ap- 
roadied to pay his accustomed ciyilities to 
[rs. Gardiner, John coloured deeply, and 
epped behind his mother. 

'^Is that a son of yours, also. Madam?*' 
lid Mr. Jackson: *^1 was not aware you 
ad two sons: I think I did not see that 
(HUig gentleman the other evening.'* 

Mrs. Gardiner in some measure participa- 
nd in the confusion of her son: she drew 
im forward, howerer, and introduced him, 
'hen Mr. Jackson, visibly interested by liis 
nimated countenance, shook him by the 
and, and asked him why he had not joined 
le crioket-partyl** 

John's heart beat, but he thoroughly un« 
aratood the value of truth; and looking as 
tedfastly as he could in Mr. Jackson's face, 
'hile the deepening crimson made his eyes 
Imost overflow with moistuxe, \m& tfir^&ftAjv. 



^- 
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^^ I had acted contrary to my mother's witii 
Siri and did not deserve to go." 

'^ Noble fellow!" replied Mr. Jacb 
taking his hand, and shaking it with a hea 
ness which made poor John totter: ''1 1 
answer for you, by that honest confesuoii,d 
you never transgless rules again." 

A tear of pleasure glistened m Mrs. Gh 
diner's eye. 

^' I see he is a boy you may be proud. 
Madam," said Mr. Jackson, also shald 
Mrs. Gardiner's hand: ^* excuse the liber 
Madam," added he; ^^but I do hone 
truth, as much as I despise a fakehood; a 
1 teach all my pupils to honour it too." 

He then took the happy John into t 
midst of the amiable group of lads whi 
were training up under his judicious and wi 
ordered management; and in a few minu 
John was as well acquainted with them ai 
they had been some time known to et 
other. 

The young people having all walked 
beforej Mr. Jackson continued waQung w 
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[rs4 Gardiner; in whom, as well as in lier 
lildrcn, he seemed to take a livol}' interest. > 

" That is a quick lad of yours, I am sttrdj' 
[adam," he observed, as John left tliem. 

" He is not deficient in intelligence,* re- 
lied Mrs. Gardiner, *' but he is one of the 
3ry idle ones, and not much attached to his 
ooks. Edward has tlie largest share of ap- 
lication, and puts John very frequently to 
le blush by his superior readiness." 

"They seem both very nice lads," ob- 
irved Mr. Jackson: "he then hesitated and 
aiised, but presently resumed : " You will 
xcuse a liberty I am going to take, my dear 
^ladam: when one has numbered halfacen- 
Uiy of years, one is apt to be presiunptuous* 
from the manners of these boys, it is easy to 
liBcover that the greatest care has been 
Irfcen with their education. They have 
ioubdess made some progress in the ground- 
work of the dead languages; and, I beg your 
pardon, Madam, but it seems to me a pity 
liat these acquirements should have any 
teck. There residence \\ete iot ^!!Mi►^»a^• 

R 
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'"^Ilas not, I trust/' interrupted Mrs. Gtf* 
diner, with a gratified smile, ^*at least oo» 
sioned them to lose the little store of infiv 
matioD they had acquired. I have notii 
lowed them to rela x * ' 

'' But boys of their age, if left to IIm 
sc^Ives, will relax/' said Mr. Jackson. 

^'But they are never left to themsdva 
Sir," replied Mrs. Gardiner: ^' every sort < 
application passes under my own eye, andn 
exercise or lesson is put by, till I have C9 
amined or heard it." 

*^ I now understand you, Madam," repGe 
Mr. Jackson, with hasty pleasure; '^yoaa 
yourself their instructor. You have ana 
derstanding above the absurd prejudia 
which ignorance and vanity attach to a wi 
of improvement,^ in what is called the weak 
sex; and you have the good sense to keep ^ 
yourself an acquisition which exposes yon' 
the raillery of weak minds." 

** You must not overrate me, my dear Si 
said Mrs. Gardiner; " my boys are but a fi 
classes below me, I be^eve* Tbss^ NviiOL m 
be on an equality mfti V\vw isff^fdMa^ 
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len, I dare say^ will soon pass by her; for I 
ave not nofv" time, as I had once, by a little 
wSfy application, to keep constantly befoxt^ 
lem*** 

'' I am ill-natured enough, abnost, to be 
leased at this declaration/' said Mr. Jack- 
in, '' as it opens a possibility to my receiv- 
ig a gratification which I have been endea- 
Qfuring to promise myself. You say that 
our boys are making great approaches to 
ou, and soon^ probably, may leave you be- 
ind them: at any rate, the necessity of 
fetending to them must make too great a di- 
iiion of time from your daughters* Why 
at then send them to me for a few hours in 
16 course of every day? They will not at 
II interfere with my other arrangements, and 
ball have the same attention I give my other 
ii|mIs. I hope you will not refuse me this 
iTOur; for that boy, John, has made so lively 
n impression on my fancy, that I quite long 
> nail him to attention at my elbow/' 

The kindness of this proposal affected Mrs. 
iardiner, and for a few miivvLt;^^ %W ^v2i^Q^ 
9i reply. Presently, YxowcNex, ^^ w«^' 
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" Presuming that you know the circ 
CCS under which iny family have souj 
retirement, my clear Sir, I esteem t 
you have just made me, one of grea 
deration and kindness; but you n 
think me proud or ungrateful if I 
right to decline it. In the first pla 
more than probable that the little i 
they have already made may be of n 
them, and ceitainly I should think i 
to turn, their thoughts exclusively to 
quisition of elegant literature. In t 
place, I think it would be actual un 
towards them, to allow them cons 
mix with lads whose future views ii 
pear so completely opposed to th 
And in the last, though not least 
never adopt any measures without tl 
and acquiescence of my husband, I 
opinions I would much rather be gui< 
by my own." 

" Well," said Mr. Jackson, " I i 
pared to knock down and treat as no 
other arguments, but with your last ; 
used an irresistible 'wea^oxv* \ 
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with the coDBcience of a wife, but 
4iently for the return of Mr. Gar* 

)ugh Mrs. Gardiner had thought it 
• make the conclusion she had dofne, 
rd to her sons, the offer of Mr. Jack- 
e deKcacy with which it was made, 
( manner of its being withdrawn^ all 
'ed to stamp the value of his acquaint- 
id she iKillingly promised to accept 
m he gare her to visit his sister at 
ige. 

Qce could have introduced you to a 
idded Mr« Jadcson. But this was a 

which interfered too keenly with his 
ow of sjwits* Mrs« Gardiner, to turn 
iversalion into a new channel, spoke of 
auties of Fleetwood, in the park of 
they were now walking; and Mrs. 
mt presently joined them, in the ave- 
ding to the house. 

cart and donkeys were all in prejMura- 
nd the party of eager young peo{de 
immenced their excuiavoxi o^^^^ftMNSR.^ 

r3 
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Their first course was to a gravel-pit, 
a mile and a half distant, where a varii 
fossil-sheUs were sometimes found, and 
they amused themselves without satiety 
couple of hours. The whole party 
equally diligent in the research, and tl 
hours were ren'arded by a very pret 
dition of this sort of curiosity, to the ir 
ing cabinet collection. No one was e 
unsuccessful, and Charlotte had the pi 
of storing into a basket a separate coi 
tion from every individual of the 
From thence they proceeded to a sand 
where they were directed to search 
stratum of oyster-shells; but before 
operations were begun there, a gener. 
ing of hunger prevailed, and it was pn 
to take dinner in a beautiful recess, sha 
hanging clusters of clymatis and red-1 
maple. It was a merry and a happy i 
exercise and the open air quickened 1 
petites of all, and some tolerable enc 
ments were made on the large sup|ily 
vi.«;ions the bajskets contained ibr i 
TJie younjr party soow \e^\xTftaA. >ac»v 
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teal labours, and one of the emptied pro- 
^sion-bajskets was soon filled with oyster- 
vidls, dug out of the earthy at a distance of 
between twenty and thirty miles from the 

Consultation was now held as to the next 
Dbject of pursuit, by the elders of the party ; 
ind the young people having a great desire 
lo pass a little time in nutting, it was deter- 
■lined, for that purpose, to enter the woods 
Ifaey were near, and then, taking their tea in 
lome cool retreat, to return gently home- 
wards, so as all to get safely housed before 
tha approach of twilight. It was all excel- 
lently well arranged ; but as it is not in the 
power of mortals to execute as well as to plan, 
a little interruption towards the end of the 
Bvening occurred, which the elder ones would 
la willingly have dispensed with, however 
lie prospect of returning with wet jackets 
pight carry with it the idea of fun to the 
/[ooiiger ones. 

The pleasure of lighting a fire with dried 
eaves and dead wood, which \v«A Tk^VsRsscv 
bulged in at dinner, was t\\wo>i^^ wj^Y 
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ed at tea. Water was brought from a j 
bouring stream by some of the lads, ac 
boiling teaJLetde soon sent up cniliii 
hnnes of steam. The tea and bread an 
ter were most sweet, and the party wert 
in the act of partaking of the deKcacies 
grassy board, when a sadden flash of 
ning made them aD start, and a en 
thwider immediately following, ino 
the general alarm. The rain began t 
ter amongst the leaves, and there seei 
be every prospect of a hard shower. 

''You would have time to take shi 
Hunter^s cottage. Madam,'* said Mrs. I 
fort's servant. 

*^I think we had better do so," ob 
Mrs. Montefort. 

'' I am inclined to think there is ni 
to lose," said Mr. Jackson; and taking 
lotte Gardiner and Fanny Travers uni 
aims, he proceeded thither himself € 
ing the rest to follow as quickly as posf 

The whole party had scarcely found 

selves under shelter of the gamekeepei 

t^e^ when the rain pout«A Ao^umVjw 
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ic young people were not a little amused 
crowded manner in which they were 
)d to take advantage of Mr. Hunter s 
table reception. The family, however, 
ot one of the poorest: diey had' their 
parlour as well as their kitchen, but as 
was generaOy only used oh Sundays, 
were windowHshutters to be opened, 
hairs to be dusted, before it was pro- 
sed fit for them to enter. A little of 
I Hunter's bustling, however, soon ac- 
lished the requisite preparations, and 
>mfort of the party was much increased 
is additional space. 

thought Susan lived at Mr. PliillipsV 
Mrs. Hunter," said Mrs. Montefort: 
y how long has she left her service?" 
Ji! she never will keep* a place long, I 
1 to be afraid. Ma'am," replied Mrs* 
er, in a tone of voice which signified she 
/evynear crying: ''you know, Ma'am, 
ought she was settled when farmer 
son took her, and she staid there better 
half a year; and I cUd ho^, itf^^ ^^ 
jot to 'squire Plul%tfa» ^^'^ fjfcxNsa^ 
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would stop; for their ^servants afways ib 
long time with them«*' 

<< I am afraid then it is Susan*s own i 
that she is come away,!* said Mrs. Monte 

^* Yes, and I am afraid it is tooj Ma'i 
replied Mrs. Hunter: '* it is her carekfli 
and untidiness, you see. Ma'am, that doc 
and how she's ever to be cured of it, I d 
know, Fm sure. She is a very good gid i 
and a very hard-working, girl ; and lo 
farmer Dickson, and his wife too. . 
when they put her away, they said A 
dare say she would do very well where 
was overlooked. So I hoped, when she 
under that nice housekeeper at the 'sqd 
it would be the making of her. Mrs. i 
took a very great fancy to her, and d 
her, and used often to make excuses for 
when the 'squire's lady complained the 
series were not kept in good order. At 
Madam Phillips said she could put up 
it no longer; for it was not only uncom 
able for the children, but it would t 
them bad habits. So we have got Susa^ 
cur hands again, and a\>text^ d^SScwoRft 
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» 

to find; for if she always must be 
g home, she must work when she b 
I sha*nt mmd so much if a litde 
I does her good, and if we don't get 
apon our iiands too; but there's the 
mdt inhim, andhe is not cured, though 
s fired now going on for two years with 
Siarles Campbell; 'and one would have 
[ht any body would have leamt to be 
under his coachman Richard. I am 
1 Richard is almost tired of him: he 
D me the other day, It did not answei^ 
m to have to sweep up the stable after 
room. And whenever I see Jack, I am 
B afraid his first words will be that he 
ad his waming.** 
liis is a very sad account of yours, in« 

Mrs. Hunter," said Mrs. Montefort, as 
■s an opportunity offered itself: *^ but 
not at all surprised at your children not 
ng their places, if they cannot leam to ' 
sgular and neat in their work. I am 
I would not keep one that was not so ; 
tbcTf are ever so ac&ve vcA ^%fs^^ 
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is of no use if their irregularity pv 
thing into confusion." 

As Mrs. Montefort made this obs> 
poor Susan, who was a very good-hi 
looking girl, entered with a bowl 
millcy which her mother had ordere 
bring from the dairy. Susan cole 
she heard the remark, and probal 
sisted to shake her nerves, and n 
spin the milk upon the floor, as she 
the room: it was the careless mann 
ever, in which she had put the milk 
bowl froin the pan, that occasionec 
ring upon the bright mahogany taU 
placed it be&re Mrs. Montefort. 
ing the accident, instead of letting i 
she could fetch a plate, she sliifled i 
ther part, where another ring was 
ately made; and catching up he: 
wiped it roughly over the table, 1 
doud wherever it had touched. M 
ter was ready to cry, and poor Sus 
all the liaste she could out of the 
hide the vexation wVucVv vj^cs. Vroa^l- 
her eyes. Mrs, GawVmeY eo\M 




A RAMii^T 193' 



king at her daughter Cbftrlotte; but in* 
idy perceiving, by her countenance, that 
had already appropriated the lesson of 
dessness,. which had been exhibited in 
gamekeeper's daughter, ^h^ quickly withr 
w her eyes, with a pleasing anticipation 
t Charlotte had not commoqced a reform, 
ich she was not determined to complete. 
The shower was very violent, but not 
ang; and by the time the party had re- 
shed themselves with a cup of new milk 
I some beautiful grapes, hospitably press- 
on them by Mrs. Hunter, instead of the 
, which the rain had interrupted, the sun 
tin made it appearance, and the birds re- 
amenced their evening songs of glad- 

rhe baskets with the provisions, and in- 
A every thing else, had been conveyed 
the gamekeeper's: there was remaining 
t of a very fine ham, a whole fowl, and 
xly the whole of a veal-pie, besides some 
it-tarts and cakes. Mrs. Montefort ob- 
ired to Mrs. Hunter, that \\. ^oviJi^ «w^^ 

s 
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her temiilB tlie tmoble of ta 
badL to Fleetipoad, if she would 
to be plMod m her penliy; and 
jj0f^did Mtieem at ell disi^ 
'me emiigeaient. Befine leeTiD 
tegei Mn« Montefoit toolTSiiiaii 
oonveteed with her on Ae eulfieel 
loet her service: it seepned a real 
the poor giil; end Bfre* Montefivri 
if die would endeafoor to corrc 
tidy habits, she would make an 
get her reinstated in Bfis. Philfipi 
Poor Susan now shed tears of joy 
Montefbrt told her not to raise 
too highly, but to use all her es 
wards acquiring neat and tidy ha] 
the course of time something mig 
for her. 



f 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



AN AOREBABLE TISITOR. 



; the return of Mrs. Gardiner to the 
ilk-pit, an agreeable surprise was pre- 
"ed for herself and her children, in the 
iyal of thdr uncle, an old gentleman of 
enty-four, and the first reIatioi4 either on 
. or Mrs. Grardiner's side, who had hither- 
found them out in their retreat. Mr. 
rdiner had several sisters, all well mar- 
ly and with large jGunilies; but none of 
m had shown any sufficiently strong inte- 
fc in his fiunily, to submit, in a visit to the 
Ik-pit, to all those little deprivations theur 
re prosperous circumstances had, for many 
rs, made them strangers to. Mrs. Gar- 
er herself had very few relations; scarcely 
' besides the uncle now about to bip intro- 

• 

^ to our young readers. He was her fa- 
r*8 brotheTj and had been thxo\^^%& ^ 
^ merry and joyous sea-ofiEicet. ^oSawafifeft*, 
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iiowcver, were now creeping on him 
and he had little remains of attachment 
but in the welfare and happiness of hi 
and her young family. What he h 
fered on their accounti when he h 
heard of Mr. Gardiner's losses, had 
him almost into a state of desponden 
he had hut lately made up his mind 
idea of seeing them. As soon as t 
done, however, he determined on 
ney to their residence; and he had I 
rived about five minutes, when the < 
gratifyuig sounds of, *' Uncle Harle^ 
Uarley !'* met his ears, and he was p 
almost tottering under the caresseE 
eager nieces and nephews. 

^^ How long is it since you have 
«ee us, uncle?" *' Uncle, how long h 
been here?" " We are so glad to s 
uncle." " Why did not you come 1 
and a variety of other questions and 
tions were uttered, without waiting fi 
mark or a reply. The sadness wh 
been weighing dovrn the spirits of 
^endeman, for the last six. moTv\)iv^» 
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iared; every loss, every nusfortune 
gotten; and as uncle Harky return- 
caresses of tibe young people, and 
1 all their cheeks with tears of joyfiii 
, he wondered why his moody dis- 
; had so long debarred him such a 
e. 

[t where is your mother? yourdear, 
other?** said Captain Harley, as soon 
ould at all disengage himself from die 
n. 

f dear, my beloved Isabel!" continued 

he broke from the childreD, and 

towards Mrs, Gardiner, who stood 

\f though far from uninterested spec- 

of the scene passing before her. 

are you, my dear child?** ccmtinued 

Lbracing Mrs. Gardiner with tcnder- 

* how are you going on? how are you 

thank God, Sir," repHed Mrs. Gar- 
as soon as her emotion wduld aOow 
speak, ** we are all well, dl perfec% 
md if we had but pa;pa ^Bin^^^^^i^)^te|i( 

s 2 ^^ 
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think should all be perfectly happy. D 
his absence, we cannot but feel tlu 
something of comfort missing; butwl 
shall please God to return him again 
to us, we shall all, I think, have ver 
else to ask for." 

"Happy, happy disposition!" said 
Harley again kissing his niece; " and 1 
happy children!" added he, again pi 
them all to his bosom, "to possess 
mother. And here have I been a 
time fancying you must be very dul 
v^y misetable, and I could not bear 
you otherwise than happy; but I was 
ish old man." 

The children were beginning to lea 
uncle to see some of the beauties o 
situation, but Mrs. Gardiner reminde 
that he had not taken tea, perhaps. 

"No tea, dearest Isabel," replie 
Harley: "a little bit of cold chop, 
thing you may happen to have. BI 
how the children are grown, ^and he 
Jt/was not to come dovmL^efat^" ' 
• They all now enteved xVve eoW^s^^ 
i 
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lit be called the cottage' of comfort; and 
re, in a few minutes^ the old captain, over 
chop, which Mrs. .Gardiner took care 
lid be hot and not cold, and a glass of 
:ht home-brewed beer, felt himself grow- 
every moment younger. 
And you are all going on well," con- 
ed the old gentleman, looking round up- 
he group, which had all assembled round 
, and fixed their joyful eyes upon him, 
ly to receive the looks of affection he 
constantly dispensing. 
And how goes on the tweedle-dum, my 
e Bella?" said Captain Harley, patting 
youngest niece upon the back, 
sabel looked at her mamma. 
That is what we lose no ground in," 
lied Mrs. Gardiner, " by our change of 
;umstances; and I have reason to rejoice 
1 1 never neglected the advantages I have 
self always had in that branch of oma- 
ital education. I have eveiy reason to 
satisfied with Isabel's assiduity; and as 
now consider it the meana; T^lv^s^^^^scfiL 
:b she will derive liet a\3So€vsXs^«^ "«^ 
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hATB increased our practiamg-tinie^ ai 
hope you will find her greatly impioved. 

""W^ and my boy, John," ccMitiiiuei 
captaiip; '* what is he ever likely to d( 
his bread? I believe we nnist make a i 
of him, for that's the only way in wU 
could be of any use to him. Imighthd] 
to launch out there, amongst some c 
old messmates. Should you like to 
the top-mast, boy{** and widi the que 
he patted the head of the little fisDow 
had always been his favourite amongi 
beloved group. 

John hesitated, and looked at his mo 

*^ An3wer your unde, my boy," said 
Gardiner* 

It was not a doubt with John, whetl 
should speak the truth, but whetb 
should speak at all, when he was con 
his answer might displease his unde. 
the question, however, being repeate 
replied, ^^ No, he did not think he 8 
like to go to sea." 

'^Not like to go to sear exdaimi 
juade, with incteduVous asVom^wKftKi 
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lenly removing his hand from John's 
I: "why, I cannot help you, child, in 
other way ; for I never had management 
igh to save any prize-money, and God 
?s my father gave me but little. Not go 
;a! Why, I remember I jumped for joy, 
a I was told I was to go to sea; and I 
r should lave dreamt it coidd be pos- 

not to like it in preference to every 
5 else." 

>hn was fearftil he had offended his un« 
and Mrs. Gardiner thought she saw dis- 
sure in his countenance. 
We may occasionally make the destina- 
of the boys a subject of speculation," 

observed; "but it is* impossible to 
;ine, with any degree of certainty, what 
be the event. It is not at present, as it 
. to be, a matter of choice^ and drcum- 
zes alone can decide, where natural taste 
disposition used to be promised a choice. 
1 and Edward are both very good boys, 
whatever plan it is thought best they 
lid adopt, I have not a AoxjfoX. VJc^e^ n»^ 
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cheerfiiQy accede to, though contrary to i 
they would thexnselyes have choeen.** 

The lips of John and Edward heie ak 
joett m grateful ^flfection, on the ched 
Mi% Gardmer; ^nd the little aynqptoi 
moodiness having disappeared from die I 
.of the old gentleman, the conv^rsatioD 
.again resumed with cheerfu|tess» till 1 
Gardiner thought it was p4vt the boo 
her uncle's retiring^ His hed, the pie; 
tion for which had occasioned a little ah 
tion in the sleeping arx^angementSi wai 
this time ready, and he was not sorry to i 
the quiet rest it offered him. 

^'Have you any thing of a stable 
where?*' said Captain Harleyi the next n 
ing, to the young people, as he walked a 
the chalk-pit with them, before breakfiw 

^' No, yre have no stable, uncle,** re| 
more than one voice; '* but we do not ' 
one, for we have no horse, you know/' 

'^ But should not you like one?" rejc 
their uncle: ** you, John, are old enouf 
ham to ride now*, and I came over t 
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* downs, where you could scud along 
ilyr, with an easy bieese.** 

' But we do very weQ without,*' said John: 

ouBa does without a great many, many 

3g8, that I know she would Eke, though 

'■ does not say so, so why should not we?" 

'Well, now suppose you could have a 

se gpven yo|p»" continued their unde. 

' Then thefe would he the additional ex- 

loe of keeping it," ohsenred Charlotte. 

' Yes; and James has so much to do, he 

rer could find time to take care of it." 

'Well, I don't know," said Isabel; ''I 

ok it could live upon the grass in the 

i]k.pit." 

''And perhaps James aught find time: 

know he would if he could," said John, 

stake care of it." 

"It need not be groomed up very smart,*^ 

d Charlotte. 

''Whyt I think I could groom it myself** 

d John. 

* But I should think you would not," ob« 
ved Edward, while sywiptomsk o( V6id\%^ 
U pride b^aa to tiDgtl)^ cVimV^ 
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" Wliaty you are still the littU gerUkn 
are you?*' said Captain Harley, tun 
sharply towards Edward: ^' I tell you ^ 
you shall be then; you shall be a genikm 
gentleman.'* 

Edward bit his lip, but h6 could not 
frain from bursting into tears. . 

"I do not mean to be proud, unck 

^' deed/' said he, squeezing his hands' 

those of his uncle; ''and I shall not s 

grooming the horse, when we have got 

to groom." 

Eldward's sisters and brother hasteiie< 
dispel the uneasiness this subject had o 
sioned, and the concluding clause in his 
speech made them and himself too all hb 

" When you have got one to groom,** 
Captain Harley, taking his nephew's b 
" very well : now, if you think we have 1 
before breakfast, to walk to the G 
Dragon in the next village, we will go 
see what wp can find," 

"What's o'clock? what's o'clockr 
murmured amongst the young pe 
^^what\s o'clock, James^Y" ^i»!\ ^\%i ^ 
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int^ who passed at this moment ndth his 
of milk from the cow. 
Just past seven. Sir/' replied James* 
And what time do you breakfast?*' 
A.t eight, uncle." 

May you go without asking mamma?" 
We had better not," repUed Charlotte, 
abel skipped off into the house, and 
kly returning with good news, the young 
y were very soon in sight of the Green 
gon, and soon after introduced to one of 
prettiest Uttle white ponies ever broke 
Captain Harley had ordered it to be 
thither, where it now appeared fully 
unsoned; and John, for whom it was 
icularly designed, was immediately as- 
d by the ostler to mount.*- The little 
sal was so gentle that it required no 
lagement; the delight of the young par- 
ms complete; and John's sole uneasiness 
, that but one could ride at a time. He 
Edward, however, might ride alternate- 
but how could the same pleasure be se- 
)d to his jsisters? and ^\£-^^^^»&sscl 

T 



906 An agreeable Tisitoit. 

alone was a feeling under which Job 
could be easy^ This waht, hower 
been andcipated^ Unde Harley had ^ 
a very nice side-saddle also to be sei 
lor this kind attention to his sisters, 
thanks were redoubled. 

The party now returned to the cb 
the new present was exhibited to Mi 
diner, who could not fefl of admb 
beautiful little steed, and but one d 
presented itself in its acceptance, 
was it to find shelter at night? 
raised Ais difficulty, however, she i 
it, by saying she had no doubt bul 
Langfiird would afford them a tei 
accommodation; and it was immediat 
posed to send James with a messag 
fanner. 

''And James will be glad of th 
mission, I dare say,** said Captain 
" if it is to the farm-house at the c 
of the chalk-pit; for he seemed ve 
come, both to the fiurmet and his 
dMu^tetf as I saw tlieia ^Sl ^VaA 
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r by the ^tile, yrhen I came by last 
• 

>h^ James very often goes down to chat 
[Mlary Langfo^dy I know,'" wud IsabeL 
md I heard faimer Langford ^y tp 
3iie day/' sajd Johii, '^whenever you 
two ox three minutes to sp^ure^ James^ 
ball always be glad to see you; and 
coloured^ and did not say any thing.'* 
"s. Gardiner smiled ;Eit these corrobor^ir 
!;estimonies to a courtship, which she 
lerself some time suspected ; but James'i; 
being now he^xd in the passage, she 
id the children to be silent on the sul^ 
md James now entering, he was disr 
ed to the farnu This was a time at. 
I, howeyer, neither he nor Mary had 
x> chat upon the stale; and in the course 
fiew minutes he returned, with a hearty 
me finr the white ppnyi from the honest 
[ood-i^tured farmer, 
fore the pony had been taken to hi^ 
dace of shelter, where he was to re- 
till his services should be T^nssas^\8\ 
uwr WMster. Mrs. MontEtotl eotot^^ 
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"Ah, my dear madam," said Ca] 
ITarley, rising as fast as old age would i 
him, and holding out both hands, as h 
proached : ** I should soon have found 
out,, in spite of the high hill the young 
pie have been telling me I must cKml 
the approach to your house." 

** I hope you will find it as pleasant a 
as they do, Sir," said Mrs. M ontefbrt, ai 
old sailor shook her hand with violence 
did not know you were here; had I don 
I should have been here, perhaps, 



sooner." 



ft 



Did you see the white pony?" saM 
bel, half-whispering to Mrs. Montefort 

*' Yes: did your imcle come on that 1 
tifiil little animal?" said Mrs. Montefort 

"Oh, no," replied Isabel; "but 
whose the pony is." 

" Not yours?" inquired Mrs. Montefi 

"No, you know," replied Isabel, " 
not uncle Harley's favourite; but it is a 
the same, it is John's, and we shall ai 
iSJometimes " 

'' Well, Sir," said Mxs. ^oxA-^tort 
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t to Captain Harleyt *'9dA haw do 

:e us all? Do you hot think we haye 

snug retreat?" And as she spoke, 

»ked roiind affecti(«iate)y pn the whole 

im delighted with all I have yet seen^'* 
i Captain Harley; '^ and not the least, 
le Mght of Mrs. Montefort, in a be- 
^oup, with which I am always glad 
her sailing in company." 
1, 1 wanted them all tp come into my 
rejdied Mrs. Montefort, knowing she 

delight the old sailor by marine allu- 
^ but I could not get them on board^ 
ly, so I left them to take thdr own 
; but you see we haye &llen in toge- 

Uwt." 

id always will fidi in together, please 
said Captain Harley. '' And now, my 
lady, let me ask after all jrour good 
i and first, your own comiiiai|der, 
lid you hear from him?** 
ear I must not hope to do tha^ till I 
aa,** answered Mrs. Moxit«&stV.\ ^^\s^ 
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oDce rcUinicd, i i 
to old England, fbr-l 
tint suit me at oU.'' 

" Well, and wlwn 
lions, my dear Mai 
tuin: "1 wonderyttul 
down, to keep you c 

" They are, soou 
ing me," replied ] 
though we are a L 
single ones rcmaioinf J| 
I cannot expect i 
among them." 

The young pef^Ii; 
ofiered, requested t] 
again come and i 
they all sauntered U 
he was tied, Mrs. J! 
Gardiner of the retuQl 

She hiid juat heu 
wliich flir. Travers li 
elopement of liis tw^^ 
the groom who had, j 
tendant. Mr. Travel* J 
/>urstiit of the fugiliw 
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prenent Tesiience 
ifi; whUe Mrs. Gardi- 
inding the feelings 
[bt, frit no awkward 
I in circnmstances 
Briic had formerly been 
7'of Sir WaUam and 
arly related to 
tJcularly pleasing to 
y were aci:oiii]i3'- 
Jrls, t^vins of lietween' 
Besides being 
.■ ilispositions ap- 
/ were so delighted 
I the ehalfc-pit, that 
I coUi^d away wlien 
Eon took their kavi.- 

fcw following 

e was hourly in- 

B affections I)oth of 

■: young people. 

y sweet and v's^- 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



A NEW ARRAXGEMEKT. 



The next few days were spent very gsdiy ai 
Fleetwood; but as there was a large an 
mixed sodety every day, Mrs. Gardbe 
could not be persuaded to break a rule sb 
had pojsitively laid down, to avoid ever 
thing like company during her husband's al 
sence. She paid a morning visit, howeve 
to those who^ as being near and dear to Mr 
Montefort, coidd not but be objects of n 
terest to herself; and they, in return, visite 
her in her simple but beautiful retrea 
Both wcidth and rank had showered their di 
tinctions on the greater part of Mrs. Mont< 
fon's relations; but they were far from ii 
flating them with pride or self-impqrtanci 
and they had the same pleasure in improvio 
their acquaintance with Mrs. Gardiner, in tl 
small cottage in which she was now residinj 
as they hftd in foTiuwgit 'm \\\e «Nx^ct>a ^av 
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room in which her present ^residence 
tit now have stood; while Mrs. Grardi- 

perfectiy understanding the feeMngs 
I which she was sought, felt no awkward 
ignance at heing seen in circumstances 
ifFerent from those she had formerly been 
v^n in. The call of Sir William and 
ly Elton, who were very nearly related to 
;. Montefort, was particularly pleasing to 
young Gardiners ; for they were accompa- 
l by then* two little girls, t^vins of between' 
• and five years of age. Besides being 
r beautiful children, their dispositions ap- 
red amiable; and they were so delighted 
I the young people in the chalk-pit, that 
( were very reluctantly called away when 
William and Lady Elton took their leave 
ilrs. Gardiner. 

'anny Travcrs snent the few following 
s at the cottage, where she was hourly in- 
fciating herself into the affections both of 
5. Gardiner and of all the young pt^ople. 
r temper was remarkably sweet and ^W 

a constant fear of doVivg N^totv^ ^tcs^Nnr? 

v2 
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endeavouring to persuade her to accomiWi) 
Mrs.Fortescue to his parsonage, but the poo 
girl could not be prevailed on to accede; 811 
notwithstanding the many vexations and moi 
tificationd to which she was subject from ht 
own family^ her disposition was much to 
good to find the slightest rehief in their n 
moval. 

'^Do, Miss Fanny," said Mrs. Hardm, 
the respectable housekeeper to whom Fam 
owed almost a maternal debt of gratitudi 
'^do. Miss Fanny, try and be a little coi 
fortable, and just walk down to the parso 
age with Mrs. Fortescue. You may g 
some of your wild flowers in the copse, y< 
know, Miss Fanny love; and it will be on 
right, when Mr. Jackson has taken the tro 
ble to come up himself." 
" "Do not persuade her, good Mrs* Har 
ing, if it distresses her so much," said Mi 
Fortescue: "if it is more pleasant to her 
her to remain where she is, let her do fio."* 
Poor Fanny endeavoured to thank Ml 
Foiteseue for her kiudxie^^, bvit she coi 
pot speak articulateV^ foxVet ^o>a^- 
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^anny had sufficiently recovered the agita- 
tion occasioned by this interesting news, to 
tie on her bonnet and tippet, the impatient 
Mr. Travers, accompanied or rather follow- 
ed by Mrs. Harding, entered the cottage. 
He seized his daughter in his arms, and, 
overwhelming her with tears and caresses, 
exclaimed, that she was his only comfort in 
life, and that it was only for her sake he 
livedo Then turning to Mrs. Montefort 
and Mrs. Gardiner, with the same wild 
eagerness, he thanked them a thousand and 
a thousand times for al} they had done for 
him, for his poor Fanny, for his only remain- 
ing hope; and he vehemently pressed the 
hands of both ladies to his lips. 

Ppor Fanny reipained sobbing on the ^rm 
of her father, while Mrs. Gardiner endea- 
voured to prevail with him to calm his emo- 
tion, and to seat himself for a few minutes, 
tin his daughter was ready to accompany 
hipi home. 

**Home!" cried he, with alarm: "would 
you send her home again, mj dL<ea2L ^^^>»ssv^ 
io be ruiaedj as my other poox 0MSL<5cK.^v\k3N^ 
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^'Tliey niigbt have been nice ^Is^tofl^ 
Ma am," said Mrs. Harding, " if their piji 
had not took on so, and given them thee 
complete way after the death of poor Ibi 
I'ravers. It was that that ruined them, u\ 
liear, Ma*am. And now the poor gendoMi 
reflects so upon hunself about it, that Iqdl^ 
dread what will be the end of it; for be 
says he never will come back without theft 
And what is to become pf poor dear Ifii 
Fanny? who, to be sure, has sujchasvce 
dis|)osition/* 

Mrs. Montefort a;nd Mrs. Fortescue bod 
expressed tlieir willingnesfs to take chBr|[e c 
the poor little girl, till something should b 
be heard of her father; and it was detenmi 
cd, after a Uttle consultation, that Fleetwoo 
was the place to which she should go^ if ih 
could be persuaded to do so. With the pR 
spect of having Charlotte Gardiner for 
companion^ this was accomplished with littl 
difficulty; and when, in an hour or two afte 
wards, she became a Uttle more compoflO 
she accompanied Mrs. Montefort and CbM 
loite Gardiner thitheY. 
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Fanny's leading taste was a great fondness 
^r flowers; and as it was almost the only 
"Ursuit, besides reading and writings that she ' 
:md been allowed to follow^ she had made no 
L^sspicable advances in the study. Mrs. 
Sarding was a woman of acquirements far 
icyond her situation in life; and her fond- 
less for Fanny Travers had led her^ as far 
L« English reading went, to cultivate her 
Qind by the perusal of very many volumes 
t^ Mr. Travers's Ubrary, into which no other 
!^e ever looked^ Amongst the rest she had 
icen induced to look into a work on botany, 
ibr the indulgence of little Fanny's curiosity in 
^egBod to the handfuls of flowers she used to 
aring to her, in order to learn the names. The 
!Sdd at length was not satisfied with receiv- 
1%'seeoiid-hand information, and gradually 
becSame an adept at discovering their names 
heradtfl The pursuit had attracted the ridi- 
Ibde both of her father and sisters ; but she 
allowed to follow it, and it had always 
her pleasure and satis&ctioiu 

■'Wiabing, in some deg;ree» to 3cln«\. ^5afe 
melancholy into wbich Tf atixv^ v«^ <i^^ 
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stantly inclined to fallj Charlotte < 
talked of flowers; and expressing 
herself to know something of their £ 
Fanny was insensibly led to impart 
information she possessed on the 
and some days elapsing without recc 
intimation of Mr. Travers's return, i 
spent by Fanny entirely at F 
Charlotte herself at length became i 
in a pursuit she had at first taker 
the good-natured motive of amu 
friend. She spent a part of ever 
Fleetwood, and in this manner a y 
ped away. The visit of Captain H 
drawing to a conclusion, and the lit 
pony was just saddled to carry c 
Edward alternately, as he walked 
wood, to take leave of his friend th« 
Mrs. Montefort's groom arrived at 
tage. 

"What can that be?" exclaime 
ruvming forwards to meet the man 
drawing something up the hill after 

^'ft is a little cat, suda. a \i^«»: 
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^^^r!" added she, as she returned back to 
^«ie rest of the party. 

"And there are Mrs. Montefort^ and 
«^anny, and Charlotte," observed John, who 
■tad also run on to take a peep. 

The whole party, who were objects of cu- 
riosity, now drawing nearer, Mrs. Montefort 
explained, that th^ little car was a present 
Grom her to the young party in general: 
that, having understood from -Captain Har- 
ley^ that the little white pony was as clever 
in drawing as in carrying, she had had it 
built su£B[ciently Ught for his size; and that 
now, when John would lend his steed, they 
might all ride together." 

**Oh! I will always lend my steed," said 
John, eagerly; " for I like to be all together." 

Thanks for her kind attention were then by 
all bestowed upon Mrs. Montefort, and it was 
proposed that uncle Harley should be the 
first to try the new vehicle, and be trans- 
ported in it to the inn, where he was to take 
the coach. The plan seemed generally ap- 
proved of, and the old genttexx^wcvVs.'^vVsv^'^-- 
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fectionately taken leave of liis nieces 
nephews, and promised to pay them an 
visit shortly^ was conveyed away in tb 
car, ill <Iie midst of acclamations of 
which would have ^alarmed a less tra 
courser than that which had the hon< 
drawing him. Even Fanny smiled ; b 
was not happy enough to join in the gr 
merriment, and seeking quietly the i 
of Mrs. Gardiner's arm, she stood s 
watching the little cavalcade, whicl 
winding through the chalk-pit. 

" Fanny seems to be silently asking ; 
make up to her for my desertion to-day 
Mrs. Montefort to Mi's. Gardiner, 
smiling upon her young friend as she 

*'Do not say desertion, dearest 
Montefort/' said the feeling girl, a 
seized her hand, and lifted it to he 
without withdrawing her other hand 
Mrs. Gardiner. 

Both Mrs. Montefort and Mrs. Ga 

each pressed the hand of the interestin 

who felt so gratefolly altadAfed to then 

3fis\ Mf)ntof<>rt, suppvessw^s, vx l^^x < 
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pathy, said : ^* I mean to leave Fanny with 
you to-day, if you will allow me to do so. I 
have this morning heard of a large party of 
sisters and brothers, who are coming jko pass 
H day or two with me ; and as they are aU 
strangers to our young friend, I think it vriU 
be more pteasant to her to be amongst your 
joung party. I conclude it will be no incon^ 
venience, 9& Captain Harley has left you.** 

^* Not the slightest," replied Mrs. Gardi- 
ner; "we shall aJl b^ delighted to have her, 
and wiH do every thing we cari^to make her 
>jcomfortable." 

"You are both so kind," said Fanny, 
** that if I could but hear something pleasant 

from ." Conscious, however, that there 

£OuId be nothing pleasant to hear, she again 
burst into tears ; and the young people here 
returning from their uncle, they all crowded 
sound her with an intention of dissipating 
her sorrow* 
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such constant drawbacks on their i 
confined income. John endeavoui 
make up his mind to go to sea; and 8< 
pletely was he determined to vanquish I 
inclination^ in this particular^ that hi 
it constantly in his mind, and almost fi 
at last, that he should like it. Cb 
calculated that, in a very few yearsj it 
be in her power to undertake the edi 
of very young children. And how fo 
ly did she wish that Mrs. Montefort'i 
was a girl; for, in that case, she mi{ 
quire a governess for it, and how likel] 
that she might have been preferrec 
stranger. 

" Well," said Isabel, " she may hai 
too, by the time I am old enough to | 
home; and then, perhaps^ she ma 
me." 

^^Ido not think you would do f 
Isabel," said John; **for your gre 
ficiency is likely to be music; m 
Montefort says she i^^^'toe her child; 
never be musical/ finMLSte Iias no e 
self." 



AN ARRIVAL. 331 

' Well, I cannot think what I am to be," ^ 
1 Edward, thoughtfully: "I am afraid I 
H not be of so mu6h use as the rest ;'^ and 
eyes seemed filling with tears. 
*Of no use, Edward!" said Fanny Tra- 
"s, who often found his assistance most 
^eptable, in teaching her the proper pro- 
nciation of the botanical names of plants: 
luch a nice scholar, at nine years of age, 
d to be of no use as you grow up ! why, you 
ly be a language master, or fifty other 
ings.** 

"So I may," said Edward, his coun- 
lance brightening, as he threw his arms 
imd Fanny's neck, " and you shall be my 
troness." 

"No, no," rejoined Fanny; "you shall 
little Lionel's tutor." 

" Ah! so I will," said Edward: " and here 
mes the dear little fellow," added he, as he 
>ked out of the window, " and Mrs. Monte- 
rt too: how healthjr and well he looks; 
d how delighted 0|ftain Sf ontefort will 
! with Iiim, when fieisames Voiti^r 
The young people now all te\>wae&. lo'^iS' 



S33 AM AUtTAL. 

tie liionel and his nurse, who had alrnij 
taken i^ff his hat and great coat, and ni 
be^mung to show Airs. Gardiner bat 
nicely Master Montefort looked in JiTff 
Oaxdiner's robe. Charlotte's coiuittn»a« 
evinced the pleasure she felt on hcaiicj 
this remark; and her delight was siill 
lugheTj when Mrs. Montefort expressed ts 
her young friend the value she placed oni^ 
as a jnece of workmanship of hers. 

"I thought it was not to have been won 
tin papa's retuin," observed Mrs. GardineTi 
taking the baby from the nurse, and teod^H] 
embradng it. 

" But the ht^e rogue grows so fast, ^ 
if I wCTe to wait much longer," replied Mci 
Montefort, " it would be loo small for him 
these sea-gentlemen are so very uncertain i 
their movements." 

" The ships could hardly have been n 
turned yet, I think," said Mrs. Gardiner: " 
is not much more than a twclvemoathi" 

" It was to -be a short voyage, y< 
said Mis. MontefoiU 
given to understanA. 
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Crs. Gardiner sighed. ^' I fear I must 
expect Mr. Gardiner to return with your 
band." 

Why not?" rejpined Mrs. Montefort: 
nothing is to be done by his remaining 
the Cape, why should he not return to 
gland? But give that heavy fellow to 
nurse, and stroll with me down to the 
mer's. I wish to get some of Mary Lang* 
d's hens, for our own poultry is never 
e." 

" Then do have some of oilrs, dear Mrs. 
ontefort," said Charlotte Gardiner, who 
d heard this remark: ^^ we saved a great 
my more than .we have room for, last 
ar; and we were going to have them killed, 
r I am afraid it would be of no use to keep 
em for papa." 

" Oh, wait a little longer," said Mrs. Monte- 
rt: **he may still come to benefit by 
ur good housewifery. By the way, I 
low not how you manage, for I never can 
!t such fine broocU o( chickens and ducks 
seem always to crowd yo\a co^sr^^ 

X 2 
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'' I must do them the justice to sa; 
are very good managers," observed 
Gardiner: *^ Charlotte is the superinte 
and Isabel and the boys are the active 
in the business; so they should all ret 
part of the credit." 

Mrs. Montefort and Mrs. Gardinc 
then proceeding towards the farm, i 
servant from Fleetwood was seen < 
ascending the hill, to meet them, 
peared to have been running the who 
and was so completely out of breathi 
time he reached his mistress, that h 
scarcely articulate, " My master, my 
is returned," 

With an exclamation of delight a 
prise Mrs. Montefort turned towai 
nurse, who was a few paces behir 
catching her child in her arms, was i 
ately setting off towards Fleetwood; 
fore she reached the little wicket, at 
trance of the outer chalk-*pit. Captain 
fort himself made his appearance, ted 
tended arms received t\ve Xoxdi-^ \»> 
Jjis fond mother was Vongm^ ^o ^« 
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rnal bosom. The feelings both of Cap- 

and Mrs. Montefort are left to be 
rined by those best able to understand 
1, while we hasten to relieve the ob- 
of these tender emotions, from his un- 
ng confinement in his father^s arms, 
r Lionel was old enough to dislike the 
se of strangers, and Mrs. Gardiner be- 
very near, he tumultuously signified his 

of being removed firom his present bon-> 
3. She received him affectionately from 
tain Montefort, and with a countenance 
zh evinced all the suspended anxiety of 
fe, endeavoured to read if there was any 
s of a pleasing nature for herself. Cap^ 

Montefort immediately understood the 
it inquiry; and turning round, directed 
. Gardiner's eyes to the spot where he 

first appeared, and where Mr. Gar- 
T himself was now seen emerging from 
ind a bush of hawthorn. 
You are a younger man than I am, Monte- 
" saul Mr. Gardiner, as he approached, 
L the same smile of good-\v\£aiQ\£L ^xk\si& 
tenance, which Yraa ibLe coxstoc^ ^:^»fi«- 
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panion of his manly features ; ^ i; 

happier^ I will venture assert,*" add 

he quickened his pace, on seeing ] 

diner approach to meet him. 
'* Thank God, my love, that i 

met again," continued he, as he 

his wife. 

" Thank God," was"* re-echoed 

Gardiner, and this was all her 
heart would allow her to say. 

The dear, the cherished name 

papa,** from all the young peopl 

sounded through the chalk-pit; 

tears of Mr. Gardiner fell upon t 

of his children, as they all pressi 

round him, to share and return his 

** Such a moment as this pays 

and hours of anxiety," said Mr. 

when he could at length speak ; ' 

us the inside of your little cottage 

added he, drawing the hand of 1: 

der his arm. 

** We are making rather a see 
good people of the viWage^ o\s& 

tain Mantefort, leading VAs vriJ^ 
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Age: " we will go and compose ourselves 
ittle, before we return to Fleetwood; 
. as to that boy/' continued he^ kissing his 
ghing baby, which was kicking and crow* 
in Fanny Travers's arms, " I shall flog 
1, if he &owns upon his father." He had 
before noticed Fanny. "Why, this is 
one of yours, Gardiner," said he, as he 
►ceeded: "Charlotte — ^no, there is Char- 
ge. I thought my black-eyed lassie had 
; changed her complexion. I could fancy 

* to be a Travers." 

* It is a Travers," observed Mrs. Monte- 
t, '^and ooe who must become almost 
gre9.t a favourite of yours as Charlotte 
irdiner; for they are very great friends, 
1 resemble each other m many things, 
mgh so opposite in complexiop. Captain 
>ntefort shook Faimy by the hand; and 
:s. Gardiner having, in the mean time, ex- 
ined who she was to her husband, suffi- 
ntly to obtain his kind reception, Fanny 
s then introduced to Mr. Gardiner. 

^* After sitting some Uttle time, to recover 
? agitation of spiiit^, VnXo ^XsnsSsl >aKSscv. 
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famiKes had been thrown by the si 
arrival of the two gendemen. Captain 
Mrs. Montefort, with the nurse and b 
returned to Fleetwood. The hour of e 
dinner being arrived, Mr. Gardiner tt 
his seat at the bottom of the table, wlu 
was surrounded by smiles of the most gni 
fying welcome ; and he was scarcely allowe 
time to take a glass of wine after it, vha 
the half-dropt hints of the young people be- 
trayed their anxiety to introduce their &thei 
to all the out-of-door comforts of their litde 
residence. Mr. Gardiner, whose easy pka^ 
bility of temper seldom allowed him to Afh 
pear in a hurry, could not, however, to oblige 
his children, help hastening his meal; and 
before the expiration of an hour, there was 
not a part of the premises to which he had 
not been introduced. The labours of John and 
Edward, in the garden, the common vegeta- 
bles of which were, generally speaking, of 
bieir raising, were exhibited to Mr. Gar- 
ner by their mother, as proofs of the in- 
'stry and perseverance of his sons* 
miatl John begins, v5aiaT2*4w«t^^\Mw 
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iting the cabbages, I suppose?' said Mr. 
rdiner, laughing, and patting John's 
d. 

No ; we both finish what we begin, papa," 
I Edward. 
I know what papa mean%" said Joha; 

At 

But you are grown a twelremonth older 

wiser, since we met last, I suppose you 
lid add." 

I think you will have every reason to be 
sfied with his perseverance now>" said 
s. Gardiner, " as well as with the rest of 
r children: there is nothing like necessity, 
each us exertion and regularity." 

And now for the famous poultry-yaxdfl/ 
e heard so much of," continued Mr. 
.•diner. As the children led the way, 
s. Gardiner informed her husband that it 
entirely under the direction of Char- 
3, whc^ if she did not absolutely execute 
ry thi^ relating to it, was answerable for 
leat^pss and cleanliness." 

Poor Charlotte ! then I -xa\^ \s»X. ^k^^ 
miic*li,"said Mr. GaidVAex. 
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" You shaD see,** repfied his wife: 
they hoth entered the fenced court, ^ 
the young people had already arrived. 

Charlotte was now called upon' to 
her different arrangements; and die 
ness and perfect order of every deipai 
quite surprised and delighted her f) 
he surveyed her with fondness, and c 
his eyes over her dress, now observer 
none of her vestments were awry, an 
the blooming countenance of the be: 
brunette was not disgraced by a disoi 
curl, nor her well-turned ancle by a sG] 
shoe. Mr. Gardiner pressed the del 
girl to his bosom, and silently blessi 
fluctuation of fortune, which had a 
to correct the carelessness of dispc 
which used to foe Charlotte's strikini 
} racteristic. 

"And Charlotte makes all our 
papa," said Edward. 

"With a little of Isabel's assisl 
added John. * 

"And can she maVe ftcocV» \»^*C' 
Mr. Gardner; "for 1 \vav^ a\i.NJC^ 
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bn my portmanteau^ which I think will pro- 
duce mudlin for both of you." 

"Oh, yes, I am sure we could make 
tliem," said Isabel: " that is, mamma could 
cmt them out, Charlotte could put them to- 
gether, and I could hem and sew on the 
firilk." Thus arranging it, she flew to the 
llouse, and had just gained possession of the 
packet, as her father and mother arrived in 
the little parlour. 

Mr. Gardiner opened the parcel, and dis- 
played one of the most beautiful and delicate 
muslins it was possible to obtain, and lace 
jbr trimming to correspond. Mrs. Gardiner 
looked a little disappointed; but she turned 
towards Isabel, at least expecting that she 
would be delighted. 

The child, however, surveying the muslin 
for a moment with indifference, then looked 
up to her father, apparently with an inten- 
tion of speaking ; but checking herself, she 
merely gave the muslin a fold, and was leav- 
ing the table. Mr. Gardiner detained her. 
'^ You do not seem pleased n^SSVi ^w« "^^ 
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sent, my sweet Lsabel*** said he, c 
in bis arms : " I thought this won 
your t«ste, but you do not seem U. 
Why, you used to be &nd of a sm 

'' But that was wheH I was a ; 
replied Isabel, " and thought mo 
than any thing else: I have not 
Besides, of what use would that s 
be, when running about the cha 
through the fields : it would tea 
She then added, in a whisper, '* 
nuunma: it will do for her much 1; 

Mr. Gardiner kissed the little h 
were lying across his bosom, then 
wards the door, on its being sliar] 
At it appeared Edward, who ha 
noticed to leave the room; and 1 
ducting by the hand James, an 
him to approach his father. Jau 
returned from the neighbour 
whither he had been sent befor 
ter's arrival, and he had not y 
happiness of being an eye-witness 
return. 

Mr. Gardiner was v^ol a ^\A 
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manner with which this faithful servant 
introduced hy his son jEdward; and 
ious to approve his condescension, where 
as so well shown^ he instantly rose, and 
e his own hand to the attached servant. 
)r James was completely overcome: his 
fings were remarkably Uvely fot his situ^ 
I in life; and when his master thanked 
I for the care he had taken of his mistress 
L the children^ during his absence, the 
rs ran down his cheeks, and he could not 
3r a Word of the speech of welcome he 
I been endeavouring to make, 
tfr. Gardiner, knowing that active em- 
yment w'ould be the best relief for his 
fings, told James that he wished him tp 
; a cart, to fetch his things from Fleetr 
pd; and desiring the children to amuse 
;mselves in the garden for half an hour, 
was not sorry to find himself, at length, 
«e with his wife. 
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CHAPTER XVra. 



CONCLUSION. 



Mrs. Gardiner had avoided every 
on the subject on which she was 
wishing for information^ while all tl 
people were near her ; but as soon 
had left the room^ she very naturall; 
time in inquiring of her husband ^ 
the situation of his affairs. 

" Had you asked me the questi* 
hours ago, my dear Isabel,"said Mr.C 
" and before I had spent these thr< 
hoiu's with you and our children, ir 
tie dwelling of peace and comforti 
have answered it with greater e; 
and with a more certain convictio 
should convey pleasure in the repl; 
this moment my wife and my child 
more to me than every other consi 
and I could almost flatter myself^ I 
^es of affectiQn axouud. me> \!twjX 
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lem, perhaps, a greater subject of rc^ 
^ than any other I could offer," 
5. Gardiner was not backward in giv* 
e assurance? which were so gratifying 

husband; and it was from her heart 
be spoke, when she said, that the last 
imonth had produced so many subjects 
iification, that the presence of her hus- 
alone, had been wanting, to give her 
thing she wished. 

lut you are not to have every thing you 
my love," replied Mr. Gardiner, with a 
, as he pressed the hand of hirwife to 
ips. " The * same good Providence 
1 restores your husband, returns with 
he incumbrances of wealth ; and as you 

the one, I believe you must be con- 
d to take the other." 
rs. Gardiner looked incredulously at 
iusband, for a moment; but the convic- 
that he never deceived her, immediately 
shed every doubt, and a crowd of min- 
emotions forced themselves to her eyes. 
my that this informaSioTk SSi^ "wj^ ^^^ 
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vey pleasure, would be imnatural, and iiicoi- 
sistent with humanity; but certainly the I^ 
trospective satbfaction which had attended 
the residence in the chalk-pit, and the ad- 
vantages her children had derived from it} 
pressed so forcibly on her mind, that the jo; 
she might otherwise have been led to fed, 
was in a great measure attempered into a 
much quieter feeling. Joy, however, was 
certainly felt; and accompanied with that 
gratitude to the superintending Power above, 
which, in prosperous circumstances, is 0ne4)f 
the most delightful feelings of the heart 

Mr. Gardiner then informed his wife that 
he had no opportunity of forwarding this in- 
telligence to her before; but that very soon 
after having written the only letter she had 
received from him, he had formed hopes 
that his affairs would take a favouifable turn. 
This they had ultimately done; his reported 
failure had been a complete piece of 
roguery ; and he was now returned, not only 
to re-establish his house in all their former 
independence and res^eela\A\i\.^\ but his 
firegence abroad had Yv\l ^ver^j x^msv^ « 
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coinpletely on the alert there, Aat but little, 
apprehension offered of any future inconve- 
niences. It was necessary, he added, for 
him to proceed almost immediately to town, 
to set at ease the alarmed minds of his part- 
ners, but in the mean time he thought it 
light to inform his children of the alteration 
that had again taken place in their views in 
Ufe; for, as he had enjoined nothing like 
secrecy on his friend Captain Montefort, the 
news, in all probability, had by this time be- 
come known in the village. 
• The young people received the intelli- 
gence with less positive expressions of plea- 
sure than might have been expected. They 
were so attached to their present place of 
residence, that the idea of their former spa- 
cious mansion no longer bore with it so de- 
cided an association of comfort; while the 
prospect of depending on their own exertion^ 
had been so long looked forward to, that it 
had ceased to be accompanied with any 
dread of inconvenience. Gradually, how^ 
ever, they became sensible of the au^riot 

advantages now held out \» ^^xsi\ 'ss^'^ 

». 

•14' 
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first gratification occurring to aU ot them, was 
the delight of seeing mamma do as she used 
to do/ and aD those comforts being restored 
to manmia^ they had ^en her cheerfully satis- 
fied without, but which they thoiight she 
would be happier with. Charlotte and Isa- 
bel were not long in seizing on the dehghtfiil 
anticipation of continuing to live at home, 
when they were young women, instead of 
being obliged to reside amongst strKKigeis» 
Edward again, with delight, looked forward 
to Oxford and the church; and John reflect- 
ed how much happier he should be in his- 
father's counting-house than on board ship. 
Still there was regret felt at leaving the 
cottage, wlierc the last year had passed away 
so pleasantly. To meet this, however, and 
to indulge the wishes of his children, Mr. 
Gardiner made a purchase of the spot so 
much endeared to them all; and intending to 
make some necessary additions to the dwel- 
ling, he deteirmined to keep it as an occa- 
sional summer residence. This plan offered 
something like relief to Jecrcv^^^ ll\e faithful 
servant of the family, v;\vo, V»^\.v;eQ\\ \»!i tzj.Ni. 
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■achment to his master, and liis affection for 
3lary Langford, scarcely knew how to de- 
ude. The farmer^ satisfied in giving his 
Slighter to a steady, respectable husband^ 
liad offered the young couple, on their mar- 
xiage, a residence in his own house, with the 
prospect of succeeding to the farm; but 
James could not exactly determine on en* 
tirely relinquishing the pleasure of a^ttendance 
on his master's family. His master, however^ 
in becoming the owner of a place at wliich it 
was probable he would reside only a small 
part of the year, would require a careful per- 
son to take care of it in his absence, and this 
removed every sort of hesitation. James 
and his intended wife were to reside in the 
cottage, when unoccupied by the family, and 
he was promised to he retained as a house- 
servant, whenever they should come down 
for a few weeks. 

The personal gratification felt by Mrs. 
Montefort on seeing the favourable termina- 
tion to the alarm of her friends, was much 
greater, perhaps, than that fttU b^ Mx^^Qk^ss.^* 
jnerberselF; andsheant\d\^at^di>vi\^«Ss^s5Q»ss^ 
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ate warmth^ the pleasure of seeing her fiM'! 
restored to a society whkh she was so Hftll 
qualified to ornament. Much as she esfr 
mated and admired her friend in the botott 
of her young family in the ehdlt-]M^ a seitt: 
feeling also prompted her to rejoice in her 
quitting it; as otherwise they i^ould, in A 
probability, see veryKttle of each other; fcr 
it was not Kkely that Cuptain Mbntefort, or 
the piime of life, of a cheerful dispontbit; 
and in the possession of a very krge fortune 
should haye any intention of passix^ a guest 
deal of time in the retirement of Fleetwood. 
Although under very different drcum- 
stances, when Mrs. Gardiner undertook the 
education of Fanny Travers, she now felt bo 
inclination to shrink from its snperintendance 
with her own daughters ; and Mr. GarcEner 
having entirely approved of her first intro- 
duction under his roof, as heartily concurred 
with liis wife that it would be an act of un- 
Idndness to the poor girl to make any chai^ 
at present in her situation. Fanny grate- 
fully acknowledged the kmdxv^^^ of this dt6- 
termination, and CViaAotte ooA. \&i)aA'5R^TO 
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nfeelieved by hcaiiug that their friend was not 

dh» be jieparated from them. 
. ^ Mrs. Gardiner did not omit relating to her 
husband the kind offer Mr. Jackson had 
.nade in regard to their boys; and as it ap- 
jpeared her wish, and was thoroughly ap- 
proved by liimself, Mr. <xardiner considered 
ihat he could not adopt a better plan for 
their education, than that of committing them 
-to the care of so amiable and exemplaiy a 
man as Mr. Jackson appeared to be. The 
..boys were not a little pleased, on first leaving 
^he paternal roof, to feel that they were going 
where they had every reason to expect hap- 
piness; and Mr. Jackson himself was much 
gratified at the prospect of receiving them. 

As we have, in the course of our history, 
excited the interest of our young readers for 
Greorge Adams and his gipsy wife, we must 
iDot omit informing them, that old Mrs. Adams 
was ultimately persuaded to come and reside 
with her children; and tliat George con- 
tixmed to be assiduous and iildustrious, in the 
inferior rank of life in wbich. \asi eaxVj ^sctrat^ 
liad placed hini. His wife. Vj \?afc cxss^asa 
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of Mrs. Monteforty and the attenti 
mother-in-law, was somewhat reli 
her extreme ignorance, and thi 
promised to be well-disposed. 

By the interest of Mrs. Montefi 
Harding was received back into ] 
and the fear of again losing it, iTor 
keeping her neat and regular, she 
acquired the habit of being so. 

On the morning upon which it 
settled that Mrs. Gardiner and I 
family should return to their Loi 
dence, Mrs. Gardiner called her 
round her, and thus addressed thei 

" You are now, my dear childn 
^oint of returning to a house wher 
see every thing about you in the sa 
elegance to which, from your bin 
period of our retiring hither, you 
customed to see it. Re-establishec 
father finds himself, in his former 
cial opulence, it is necessary that 
should appear in corresponding circi 
to those in which he feels Ivixxvaelf. 
me entreat you, w\ven teXwrae^ 
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^ere in which, in a worldly sense, you will 
have nothing to wish for, never to forget the 
l&rdvemonth you have passed here, and the 
practice of self-denial it lias been necessary 
for you all to acquire. There is not one of 
you to whom the change has not been of ser- 
vice. Many errors you have been excited to 
correct; and, on the whole, I feel much more 
satisfied with my children now, than I did 
when I first introduced them here. But you 
must still persevere-— still constandy bear in 
remembrance, that the wealth of commerce is 
fipequently transitory, and that another year 
may, in reality, produce what was threatened 
through the last. The temptations of pros- 
perity are greater, perhaps, than those of ad- 
versity, but they are not irresistible; and re- 
member that your father's and my happiness 
depend more on you, than on the uncertain 
tenure of worldly riches and success." 

Mrs. Gai'diner's voice here faltered, and 
the young" people hastening to embrace her, 
assured her of their never-faiUng ex£ctvy&& 
to presence Iier affectiow awA ^o^c^ftL <s^v«ns5kx* 
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Tlic voice of uncle Harley^ who hadspofej 
the last few days at the cottage, nam m\ 
nounced the arriyal of wheels ; and the A 
gentleman's eyes sparkled with pleamteai 
he saw the well-known Uveiy on the bos of 
the barouche, which now rolled down to the 
door of the cottage. 

Mr. Gardiner had preceded his &aabf to 
town, and as he could not return at preiail^' 
they now followed him thither, that the pio-' 
jected alterations might be made for tfaor xe- 
eeption at a future period. James, as he 
shut the carriage-door, almost regretted theft 
he was not going to spring up behind, instesd 
of the young man who had been hired to 
take that place. He stood with the family 
into which he was now received as a son, to 
2atch the last glimpse as it passed the gate at 
the bottom of the chalk-pit, and entered the 
Field adjoining the grounds at Fleetwood. 
Little Lionel and his nurse were walking 
bere ; and the little fellow was taken for a 
noment into the carriage, to receive the ca- 
?sses of the group witYiin. Tfla^ ^«^«t «b& 
fther, at a distance, vf a\e^ l\ve\T\v«cv®8.«. 
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I 

 dbiefs, in token of farewell; and in a few days. 

K'they hoped to meet again in London^ and no 

f - painful reflection was connected with the 

^. idea. Village groups every now and then 

appeared at the doors of their cottages^ to 

drop their curtsies to the ladies^ who had 

been kind friends to many of them; and at 

length the carriage, taking a sharp turn from 

the cross to the high road, our young party 

lost, for the present, even the clump of trees 

which marked out to them the spot where 

stood, embosomed in their shade, the happy 

Cottage in the ChdUc-pit. . 



TH£ END. 



Printed by Harvey, l>w\.«a,««A^"** 
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